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Starts off at, his unalterable pace, you look back through the
dust with g respectful interest at the homeof virtue and
tontentment,
Contentment is a marked feature of this rural life I
Id judge from my investigations into the incomes of the
Postmasters, for in one case the whole remuneration for the
Year amounts to twelve dollars. Tt is true the village is
Small (three houses visible) but the farmers in the vicinity
©not like to have to journey to the next village for their
Weekly Papers with its prognostications of rain or no rain.
ast three or four villages in twelve or fourteen miles,
the nore imporant village of Rockton comes into view, boast-
Mg, in addition to its ten or twelve houses and cottages, of a
)(é\:’ighz'tll, a tavern, a store, a woollenmill, and a church,
Smlit}:?? Ehe necessary and useful waggonmaker and black-
. s shop. 'lo. any one §uﬁer1}1g from paresis, caused .by
€ rush and anxiety of business life in the large centres like
W():tl'ea.l or Torqnto., 1 cnn‘reconnnend' Rockton as a place
in h}:: t'h‘ey can 1.1ve in undisturbed (1ulet (unless }lltel'estgd
ing th rain question); uqd where nothmg'more “t‘err‘lbly excit-
“Czordz?n the pohtlf:a.l crimes of Mr. Laurier or Sir .bomeb()(‘.ly,
and o ing to. the‘ b.m,s of the weekly paper, will (ll.sturb him,
neren this difficulty may be survived by reading hoth or
le1they.,
Sln'ro‘:s lto th(_e artistic aspect (.)f these little villages and tl.le
i Suhm ing f:u-gn_ng community, there' are many chnm'ctens-
ship a«}i](!;c(tjs awaiting that fzml(fus coming man. Th.e Town-
Promin ‘ounty Council meetings have never recelyecl the
SUi]t]ege‘née they deserve, The village Hampdens and the
day . ;]h fomwells, who discuss the vital questlops of the
dua f(;l'](')}lll d cattle run at large, and the amount of damages
Artisgi, sheep dgstro_yed by dogswchese men have never had
here i J&Stl}ce done .th(?m. Then the xtllla,gers th(?m.;selves—_
iitiesl e .)lacksmxths‘ shop always full of artistic possi-
» and in the evening, when the whole male population
Tain op 001  the .'sidewu]k'with its feet'in the ditch to discuss
‘*’«I‘kengp(.) Itics with long intervals of silence as the landscape
Bt the (-)tlhound, and Fhe Speflker of: the moment can he heard
Soime. o ?r end of the silent village, the artist may find
en o) :l:LCteI'lStlc subjects that arve thoroughly Canadian.
ing in g c}:untry tavern, perlm'ps the most inartistic l)ull'(l—
own afte(-e ‘nown world hy daylight, puts on a charm of its
ehing thl :Sl.mset when the lamp w1.th its bright retlector
n‘yﬂterioﬂ ‘bt‘(}ulds on the ground outside the dg(n‘ and casts
Olses g %S adows of the belated fn,.rmer and his wagon z.md
Ushes mllzss thle road, up the opposite fer’lce, over the lilac
% Warp, o] apple trees of t'he wagonmaker’s garden; thel{ also
1 glow of red light is diffused through the curtain of
“nlni;?:i:?}o{l} \\'indow, _(,liversiﬁed sometimes by a (.hu‘k bgt
Nore und( le ..s}mdow of the belzmt.ed farmer 'beconnng still
Dplicags, lll({le‘l)ela,ted b.y throwing back his h(.aa.d, by tl'}e
t the n of his ha,m} with some translucent object therein
o Ower part of his face.
with, tf(};Z; Suszects, full of humn.n i}lterest, perpetually recur
Way ¢ t}mangmgseasonsv—the digging out the? narrow pnt:h-
ing Olne\\’; p}lillp through the deep snow in .\vm.ter, the driv-
endin k;LII( of the empty hay sleigh \\tlth its long [{ole
OUtigiqe tﬁp l:}lnnd, II‘IOS’C plqburesque pf vehlqles and ,_stztym,g
106, a )]1 acksmith s w‘lnle the smith repairs the 0ﬂ-ho1"se 8
of the littf as all the'mmdents of fzu'm' life and the meetings
nday b € congregations at the roadmde. churches in their
hefore f I:Stsall these are worthy of being commel‘nor{mted
ow 4 . s};, ) “CO?, dl_sappear in the monotony of dress fashions
appal‘entf fbpleadlng into the remote corners even of these
Y Torgotten byways of Canada.
OPene P‘;& y fince last July an_electric railway has ':)ee.n
Wil b i(f)hl'n (r«‘ﬂt to penetrate this very district, and soon it
fone, cult indeed to find districts where the old fash-

Nine arm gnd village life will remain. Not only the spin-

D&s:ing ieel bu'f the leach trough and even the churn are
Many of Ytlﬁo disuse, and the wagonmakers’ shops are already,

Tge mg, em, closed by the establishment by syndicates of
employednufactumng shops where all the latest machinery is
SPokeg}, to replace the old picturesque bench and screw,
w ave and mortice chisel, and the hufm and whirr of

. eely . g .
hiy sllo;nd belting replace the whistling of the workman in

shoy

I
#

th s};ie few miles of country we have passed in review, and
thl‘()ug bered villages, are samples of what may be found
howe POut this section of Ontario. A little farther west,
fing acp Ve arrive at the County of Waterloo, and here we
Pary, Gera-nge, for here the population, being for the most
Man, and having, with their usual love of the father-
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land, its methods, customs and manners, reproduced in their
houses and barns the styles they were accustomed to,we seem
to have entered a new and foreign country, especially on
some of the older farms, for it must be confessed that the
later generations are adopting all the latest improvements,
bankbarns and modern houses, and coming more into line
with the national life of Canada.

As a matter of course the old fashioned buildings and
methiods are the more picturesque and form fit subjects for
the artist, and it would seem appropriate that some of the
old manners and customs should be secured before they
entirely disappear. I have seen on some of the older farms
a building put up apparently for the sole purpose of boiling
soap, an enormous pot in a wide brick five-place being the
principal feature of the interior. Here, too, the big spin-
ning wheel is still in use for winding yarn, and the large
homemade leach trough hewed from the trunk of a basswood
tree may be found.

The old fashioned gardens, too, with all the ancient
favourites, not forgetting chamomile and southernwood and
the row of rustic looking beehives, make fine backgrounds for
the bright print dresses and pretty sunbonnets, to say notl-
ing of the blooming cheeks and sparkling eyes that rather
increase in comeliness than diminish by being transplanted
to our wholesome and vigorous Canadian climate. Yes, on
the whole the Canadian artist need not wander far for suly-
jects for his brush, while he has not only the peculiar fea-
tures of Canadian life proper to draw upon, but in one part
of the country, the old French life and in another the old
fashioned German, not to mention the peculiar features of
Indian and halfbreed life and manners for his field of supply.

T. Mowrr MartIN.

*

Parvisian Affhadrs,

"VYERMANY is to have a demi-jubilee this year— after the

X Kiel fraternizations, of course, in honour of Sedan, for
there collapsed the resistance of France in I1870. As a
consolation, France will hold in the autumn a demi-jubilee
to celebrate the birth of the Third Republic, but which was
not voted by the Legislature, and even then but hy one of a
majority,—a fact Lord Rosebery ought to utilize—till five
years later. Then the Teutons will further take note that
all the cakes and ale will not be on theiv side, as France is
going to erect the biggest of collective monuments to those
who fell in resisting the invasion. These tit for tat historic
symbols are better than war. If Germany decided to evect
monuments, commemorative of those who fell resisting the
French invasion of Fatherland, the country could become as
crowded with statues as a Fine Art School or as Munich.
Growlings, but less loud, are to be heard, respecting
the French fleet going to Kiel ; they are of no importance.
Are not the Russians to be there ? so France can be chaper-
oned through vhe squeamish ordeal. All is sound and fury
signifying nothing.

Until the Due d’Orleans recovers the use of his legs,
the royalists say they can do nothing for the deliverance of
France-—a calamity the country suppoxts with a Spartan
fortitude. The jokers are waiting to see if they can make
any capital out of the discontent of the 63 of the 81 bishops
— a diocese nearly tallies with a department-—on account of
the Government subjecting convents and monasteries to the
property tax, just as if such premises were palaces or simply
huxter’s shops, for nothing is sacié for a Minister of Finance,
with an unplugged hole in a budget of 56 millions frs.
deficit. The Church would display great want of tact by
breaking a lance against the Republic on that ground. The
Republicans would r/paste by abolishing the concord at and
applying the endowment annual grant of 54 millions frs. to
school extension and to old age pensions for the wornout
industrial workers. Neither the Republic nor the Church
have anything to gain by warring. They ought to try and
live happy in their mariage de raison. France being now in
a mess and muddle respecting her financial tightness, might
spring a surprise on the Church. If a socialist deputy, in
case the antagonism deepens, proposed that the moiety of the
54 millionsfrs. bedevoted to reduce theland taxes thatare such
a fardel for the peasant farmers to hear, that would bg a ter-
rible thrust at the clergy, as it is among thg ana.ll cultlvatqrs
they find their chief supporters. No _rellglo‘n could exist
long that was hostile to their fiddeles putting a little cash into

their empty purses.
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