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overthrown, not b>' opinions of modemns,
but b>' contrar>' voices from the ages in
which our own avidances were accumula-
[ing. It is replied 1'this is a ver>' anti-
quated position." It is not antiquated,
though it is allowed to ha conservative.
But, though sucb, and though taken in the
midst of the ver>' furnace where destructive
views are forged, it is held with a ver>' sober
baliaf that, though old, it is sounder than
the principle which gaverns later criticism.

*It would hae wrong to deny ail good to
rationalisma in wbatever direction it may
operate. Lt bas had generaîlly a good
motive-a thirst for a better understanding
of thinga. 1 question vary much the sound-
nass of the view tbat there are mysteries
into which we ara f orbidden to pear, and do
not believe that tbe Creator bas put a for-
mai prohibition upon the intellect su that it
ma>' not enter an>' of the accessible fields of
knowladge. The finiteness of the buman
mind is tha oui>' insurmountahie limitation
which it knows. All the Divine lets and
hindrancas are moral in [beir purpose, and
if a man have a right heart, thera is before
his intellect the expanse of the Infinite and
ail within it which ha, if ha wishes, ma>'
seek to apprehand. Without this right

* heart, a man bas no permission to know
anything. We put restrictions upon the
knowledge of children for good and wisa
reasons-moral reasons in this case, too,
and sucb as do not dan>' thair righ[ to know,
if [bey ware ouI>' able to taire [ha full re.
sponsihilit>' of the knowledge. This respon-
sibility a man is able to take, and thus the
genaral motive of rationalism accords with
that high prerogative of reason which
allows it to open ever>' door of investiga-
tion and explore every dark cavern of
myster>'.

As [o the niethod of [ha system, we, in
in criticising the exaltations of the indivi-
dual thinker, have already passed the most
important judgment which wa would pass.
Still, we may find in the method. aiso,
something of good which is beyond ail price.
Great stress is laid by rationalists upon
the -duty of men to think for themsalves ;
and, in order to tbink well and truly, tbey
Bay' with admirable earnestness that mental
discipline and expansion, togather with as
full an equipment of knowledga as is obtain-
able, should ha securad. This is right ; no
dut>' is more imperative than that of judg-
ing [hings for ourselves. Lt mn>' be practi-
cailly impossible to examine [ha bases of al
aur beliefs, but [ha obligation to do so should
ha acknowledged as far as our opportunit>'
axtends, and should ha fait especially in re-
lation to beliafs on which depend great
moral issues. To look at soma of these ha-
liafs ; it wonld appear to ha dishonoring to
tha Creator for me ta beliava in Him, and
yet to neglect opportunities of examining
tha evidences for my belief. The belief in
immortalit>', [ha rasurrection of the body,
and man>' other doctrines of the Chbristian
system, is sometimes made [o depend upon
religious teachars or [beological text books.
But it is surel>' the responsibility of every
beliaver in [hase bol>' mysteries to examine
[heir evidences in and outeide of the Bible, and
cama to a conclusion for himself in regard
[o their sufficiency. So with the Bible it-
self, the evidences of its Divine authorit>'
and origin are not to ha thrust aside because
we have no questionings as [o the Book, but
rather examinad that we ma>' know whether
we hold just views in relation to a volume
un which. we have staked su mucb. 0f
course, the beliefs untested b>' us, which are
our beritage under the Testament of a dead

past, are priceleas in their practical value,
and many for [hemselves know them to ha
as true as they are pricailess; but sitili, as
opportunit>' is afforded, we must each try
to satisfy himself that things which ara so
valuable are aiso not unreasonabla.

The mistake of the rationalist is in dis-
crediting the evidences of our beliefs by the
application of tests which ha has made
himsalf. We must accept these avidences,
unlesa wa have something stronger than
aur own opinion to ofler in their stead;
and, having, received them, wa must then
enqfire if the>' adequately support [ha ha-
lief wbich we have held. Lt should hae a
principle with avery thinker that bis opin-
ion cannot overthrow [ha testimon>' of fact
or [o fact which comaes to us from without
ourselves. Lt is oni>' wben there is some-
thing irrational in testimon>' from without
that wa ara justifiad in opposing it, and,
aven then, suspended indgment may ha in
order with a view to ascartaining whetber
we have reall>' obtainad a proper account
of the evidence in question.

But the degree to which mental culture
and aducation are urged by rationalism ha-
longs, alsa, [o the considaration of its
mathod, and points to a great and good end
which the movement has accomplished. Lt
is just as important [bat a man should
qualify himself [o forai sound judgements,
as that hae should judge for himself, while it
is eminen[ly more moral to judge of things
when qualified to do so than ta j ndge without
fitness. The student life of Germany is to
a great extent [ha result of a rationalistic
stimulus ta education and mental culture in
generaî, and is a fine compliment to this
good featura of a movemant which, in other
ways, has borne fruit unto evil.

Lt is somewhat discouraaing ta sea men-
tal advance discounted in some quarters.
There is a praiseworthy enthusiasm with
ail classes everywhere for popular or ele-
mantar>' educatian, but in sonne minds the
fear lurks that higher mental davelopment
will involve haras>' in relation [o the cher-
ished dogmas of science or of faitb.- This
fear, as far as it laads ta results, is unwise,
for, if we shut up the avenues of know-
ledge, we shall leave aur sons and daughters
to judge of things-for judge of [hcnm in
same fashion [ha>' will--without good
means of Bo doing. Ignorance and bigotry
will neither hanisli error nor defend [ha
[ruth. Truth bas its fulness and error its
extinction ouI>' as knowledge graws. Sa
we consider tbat a full provision for the in-
tallactual business of human life is ane of
[ha hast of blessingB ta tha living presant
and one of the hast lagacies [a [ha future,
and, more [han that, it is ana of [ha humn-
ing obligations ta aur devaloping humanity.
OnI>' [his should ha reaembered, [bat rev-
erence for [ha opinions and testiman>' of
tha past, a conservative spirit in relation [o
tha heritaga into which we have coma, and
an unvarying humilit>' in [ha holding and
anvancing of personal views ara character-
istic of any sofa attitude of mind.

I touch anly slightly upon Bomne othcr
observed resuits of rationaism. The maya-
ment is positive enough, notwithstanding
the fac[ [bat "9negative" is a name ver>'
genaraîl>' applied ta it b>' German conserva-
tiva thinkers and b>' man>' others. In the
realm of Old Testament literature tha naw
critios hava not only attacked and discarded
[ha traditional. view ; but, as most people
who read know, [ha>' bave their own
theories as to [ha composition of [ha Old
Testament and its saveral parts ; and [hase
[heorias [bey support, [on, b>' evidenca of

their own choosing, whiie they refuse u1ucb
of the testimony offered for th, orthodox
opinions. These new theories, haviflg a
basis in the thought of the critics, rather
tban one which is historical, nfllst be
insecure and variable. And, as a flflter
of certainty, we see that this is the case in
the fact that important positions v8rY 111
the view of different critics, and also in the
view of the same critic at different ttes.
[t is observed, ton, that not only does the
rationistic spirit often spring from pride Of
intellect, but it also fosters the sanie evil
feature. This migbt ha the more easily toler-
ated wcre it not that this pride of intellect
rules out of our thought mucb of the super-
natural, which is ever essential to the sohi'
tion of ail the deep probleme of life and the
universe, and which is as well the true glorl
of ail things visible and invisible. 1 saY th&t
rationalism miles out muchi of the super-
natural ; it should, perbaps, logicallY "'-
clude the latter altogether, but the ver>'
arbitrariness which makes the individual
thinker the sole judge as to tbe kinds end
degrees of evidence and explanation, and'
consequently, as to tbe quantum of the
supernatural [o ha admittad, is at once one
of the baughtiest and most dangerOU8
aspects of the movement.

1 do not think that the permanent faith
of the race wiIl f avour conclusions based on
any other than historic premises, atnd
cannot believe that the dogmas of the pre,
sent rationalistic movement will be doc-
trines in the final confession of the race.
They are the temporary ebb of a rising tide
setting in steadily toward a more intelligent
and axpauded view, the foundation of which
is the indubitable testimony of a great
cloud of witnesses, whose lives were spelit
in the atmosphere of the avents, if [bel
were not actual ayewitnesses of themi.

The pressure of the Infinite and Abid'
ing on men is s0 feît that the universel
reign of exclusive rationalism is an uPB
sibility. In the future, men will sea ffore
and more that God's action among tel
aspecially for great spiritual endo , is large>'
aboya tho ways and thoughts of the hutl
sphere ; and, if reported to us by good an1

credible authority, must ha accepta as bis,
tory. Everyone will admit the supriorit>'
cf divine action over that which is u elle
and will corne to sea in tima that the ocoaf'

rance of such action is decided final1>' b>'
,the credihilit>' of the evidence supporti'g
it, rather [han by its intrinsic probabilitY Or
improbabilit>' from the human point Of
view.
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MONTREAL LETTER.

The football season is in full swing Bad
the lang-haired athlata treads the green'
sward with the air of a gladiator. urged On
[o the conflict by [ha waving of hundredg
of tiny, silk, perfumed bandkerchiefs and1
[ha shouts from the [liroats of a tbousâa
entbusiastic collage chumo. The football
champion is indeed [ha hero of the heur.

Miss Abbott has-been interesting large
audiences by her exhibitions of the mYster'
ious force with which she is posssed. Ile

performances are remarkable, but as tb&t

young lady doas not attempt [o exP1 10
[hem there are many who have their lIt
as to their genuineness. Her answers to
questions ara unsatisfactory and she nso
on [ha performers holding the vari'oti
articles in ber way and no other. This 10

apt to lead the onlooker to think [bat h"t
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