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purposes three thousand miles in length and tbree hundred
miles in width, must naturally be more expensive and
therefore loss profitable than the internai interchange of
productions within a compact square. The next condi-
tion ie the faut that wo bhave only ane zone of natural
production, and are thereforo much more dependent upon
other8 for important staples thari is the United States.
bastly, we are politically and otherwise disabled froin

obtainiiîg tiiose reciprocal extensions of trade that are now
praving se advantageous ta the United States. Under
theseconditions, protection lias kept us commercially ta
ouîcelves wîth much more injury than it bas the United
States ta theniselves.

The argument for the adoption of free trade, under aur
present conditions, is 8imiply this, that aur chief indnstry is
:tgriculture--emtployitig more capital than ail othe'r indus-
tries and businesseus combinod--and that agriculture, and
the b)usine8ses and industries directly dependent upon it,
ara liampered by a policy wbich increases the cost of agri-
cultural production. Undeniably certain manufaatures
would su ffer, but the general gain je what has ta be con-
sidered. '£be fermer would nat anly have an increased
imargin of profit by being permitted ta buy hie implements,

hiH clothing and houeehold necesearies in the cheapest
market, but larger imports wouhd doubtless be followed
by larger exporte. [t i, in short, the position maintained
by the late Mr. Mackenzie, who belioved that thie cheapen-
ing of the cost of living in Canada would prove the best
attraction ta aur gYreat fields.

The census returns show uninistakably that protection
lias failed even tae retain tlic inteuding settiers who came
ta aur shores. Surely it is tiie ota consider "la more
excullent way." J. C. SUTHERLAND.

Imicuiotd, Que., July, 189>2.

IF IT WERE TRUE.

the h,' : i u, ny-tie, -that ini the life to be, thiH life Hiai

1îe it were truc that in ftic ife ta ho,
This prseeît hf e ehould sooni but as an bour
Pasý,ed long âge, and withî sucb feeble power
l)iiily re iembered through Eternity
'baht grace of iigher life, thie sacred righit
Of sauleim nmortel and froin earth set froc,
Would seeni fiaojoy ta live for after Death;
Without the fulor blesoedness of ight,
Barni of a sundered pa8t and, its last breath
If, iii tlat unknawil life, we cauld net sec
Xithî richier knowledge out of perfect siglit,
'lAToomon jayH, the has, and lowly gain,
Once known on nother earth ore life'H Iaet iglit
Ilrauiglt sacroîl rest anîd jolece ont of pain.

B. F. 1). t)UNN.

A41il , n ,,'é, îcî 1

I WO KNAIP&4OKS:
A Novirr, OP C'ANAI)IAN SuimErR Lîmpic.

(iJAPTER XIV.

I'iîîi -miptr Milmi,,,Sy1vi,îi' Silenco- Corimtine and Biggle-
thoimpo fII ,ar , i, iii t vitler4 s l ed A elire and 1E a lomicuîîe

V ictiwsm mmm hi-laWitmter I etremt iii the m iT'ihe Coii
.ttIIe Skemres imîrk I- >Iavi,m -WVmîc1k Ioinieiii tiie Rin- Biaî,gm
and Matilda httu Dry('nie 'lmî Carimiclael's Mimtake
A Reef iii NMr. LPaig8 Buii as ni' (lothemi Three Y'mung
Gem'itlieimn in a Bad Xav.

I L. BANGS lied rno fewer than cîiglît men under bis
comiiîîaid, Biggleýtliorpe and thie two Rlichards at the

watcm', and Coristine and the veteran, the twa Pilgrinis
and Rufus, np above. 'Tle latter tircd themselves out,
under the detective's direction, ooking for an opening in
thc ground, but faund noue, nor auything that in the least
resemibled one., Some of the searchere wondered why the
chiiney in Rawdon's bouse wa8ses unnecessarily large
and trong, but no oxaminatian about its base reveahed
any counoction between it and an underground passage.
Thei detective, in couference with Mr. Tcrry and
thie lawyer, decided on four sentries, namely one
each at the hanse and the lake, as already set,
ane at thc road looking towards tAcentrance,
and the other haîf way betweon the lake and
theo bouse, ta kcep up thecocanectian. Sanie bread and
nicat and a pot of tea, withî dishes, were sent dowu ta thie
three mon on thceshore by thie lande af Timotheus, but
they re.jected the cold meat, haviug already made a ire,
and broilcd the base caugbt by Mr. Bigglcthorpe. They
bad a very jolly time, telliîîg fish stane, tilI about eight
o'clock, and the fieherman aif Beaver River wae in wonder-
f ni spiritei over the discovery af a new fishing ground. If
those lakes had only contained brook traut he wonld move
bis store ta the Lakes Settiemot; as it was, ho thought
of eetting np a branch establish ment, and gettiug a part.
ner ta occupy the two places af business alternately with
bim. Thc Richards boys were pleascd ta tbink that their
new acquaintance wae ikely ta be a permanent one, and
made Mr. Bigglethorpe many sincere oflers af assistance
in hie fishiug, and subardinate commercial, ventures. At

ight Mr. Bangs came down the bill, and poted one of
the Richards as sentry, whihe thie fisherman indulged in
hie evening smoke, preparatory ta turning in under the
skiff with hie friend Bill. Il1 went that ire put ont, gen-
tlemen," said the detective, "lnet now, but say eflter ten

o'clock, as it might belp the enemy ta spy ns ont," ta
which Bill Richards n plied " lAl ight, cap'n; sho'll be
dead black afore ten." Ruf us was placed on thc bill sida
ta communicate between the distant poste ; Timotheus
overlooked the encampment ; and Sylvanue was given the
station on the road. Mr. Bangs walked about ucrvously,
and the lawyer and Mr. Terry, bringing some dlean caver-
lets ont of the boarding-house, spread them on the chip-
covcred grouud, and lay down ta emoke their pipes and
talk af many things." Oi tnk ta yeez, sorr," said the
veteran with warmth, "soon as Oi mit ye in thie emokin'
cern, and ta think what a date av oife we've ceeu since,
an' fiere's yen an' me, savin' yer prisince, as tbick as
thaves. "

Nathing ai auy moment occnrred titi within a quarter
of ten, when Sylvanus saw two figures suddenly stant up
close by him on the iglit. At iret, he thanght ai chah-
lengiug tbem, but sceing anc was a woman, aud rememben-
ing the gaing aven the Squire gave bum about capturing
Tryphiosa, he nesolved ta await their arrivai. Bath figures
gneeted bim joyfully by bis name, for it was bie two pro-
teges, the crazy waman and ber eau, wbo had escaped the
constable end tain conceahed until darkness veiled thein
mavemeuts. IlHas Steevy wokc up yet 1" ee asked the
sectinel, quietly.

"Nat as I know on, " recponded the eider Pilgrim.
"Then we will slip quietly juta thie bouse, and get

came suppor for Monty, and go ta bcd. It'e tiresame
walking about aIl day," sAc coutinned.

IlDon't you two go fer ta make no noise, 'cas they's
sentries ont as miglit charhinge yer witb tbeir guns,"
remarked the compassionate guard.

IlNo," she whispered back ; Ilwe wihl be stili as little
mice, won't we, Monty h Goad night, Sylvanus! " The
boy added, IlGood nigbt, Sylvy ! "eand thie sentinel neturned
thie salutation, and muttered ta bînîseli: Paie souls, the
ight on 'cmi breaks me al np."

Sylvanus sbould have reported these arrivais, when thc
dmtective came ta nelieve bim, and put Mr. Tcrry in is
place, but lie did nat. He had forgotten al about them,
and was wonderng if that Il kickedaout-of service aid ram-
rad, thie corpular, was foain' round about Trypbeeny."
Coristine reieved Timtheus ; Bill Richards, Ruf us ; and
Mr, Biggletborpe, Harry Rticharde. Thie relieved men
went to sheep an the quilte eud undor the skiff. Mr.
Bangs came up every quarter of an bour ta the lawyer,
and asked if he bad heard a noise about thie bouse, ta whicb
thie sentinel replied in thie affirmïative every time ; where-
upan thie detective would take a lamp and search the build-
ing froni top ta bottam without any recuit. Once, after
such a noise, that eounde)d like saine beavy article boîng
draggod along, Coristine thought hoe heard the words:
IKeep quiet, Tilly," and, IlTake it hoif," but ho was not

sure. Tho night wee danudy and dark, and thee mosquitoos'
buzzing sametimnes had a humnan sound, while the snarn-u
of tAie Pilgrimns, and the restisse maving of thie hanses,
brought confusion ta thie car, wbich sought to verify eue-
pected articulations. Had he known that Matilda Nagle
was about thie bouse, ho would not have let Bauge nect
until the mytery was solved. Hie did nat know ; and,
being very tired and slecpy, was iuclined ta distrust the cvi-
evîdenceofa bis senties and lay ilta the charge af imagination.

Down by the water's eâge Mfr. Biggicthorpe st an a
stane in front ai thie cerved out block, tbinking of the boat
ly for base, and of a great fiehiug party ta thie lakes that

should include Mn. Bulky. Standing up tae.strctchbhie
loe and facing thie block af limnemtone, he thougbt ho saw
a nanrow lino af light along the leit perpendicuhar incision.
Moviug aven, ho saw the sainie perpendiculan lino on the
right. Just then thie clouds drifted off thc moan, and hc
convinced himeli that thie igbt linos wene reflections from
thc sheen tlat glimmered aven the halte. Hoe atbought
he board a whining noise, sncb as a sick persan or a cbild
might malte, aud thon a rougît vaice sayiug: IlStaw that
naw !" but Richarde, ike thie two Pilgriins above, was
snoring, and Harry had a sight cohd in his head. 'lWbat
a stoopid, superstitions being I1 ehould becone," said the
fisherman ta himacîf, " if I wcnc out bore long ail ahane."
But, hark 1 the sonnd of paddhcss oitly dipping came froni
thc loft, and at once tAc scntry lay down behind thc
upturned skiff, aud, gun in baud, listeued. Ho pakcd
Richards witb bis foot, and, as ho awoke, cjoined silence.
Richards cnawled ont, and quietly replaced the boat in its
original position. There wero naw two on guard instead
ai anc. The laat entered tbe lake. It was tAe scow,
Richards' scow, aud Harry was indignant. There wcre
five men in it, aud they wcre talking in a low toue.

IlQuite sure them blarsted Squine folks hba aIl gone
home, Pte ?"'

IlSartin, I sau 'cm, thie bull gang's scattered, sud skee-
daddled, parsons an' ail."

"Wbene's thc blansted igbt, thon1"
"Seenis ta me 1 kmn sec long, tin streake. O Lawr,

boys, Rodden muet ha' been bard put, wben ho drapped
thie block m tAhealoe. I' ebet up tight. 11ev ye got
tAe chisel sud maiet ?"

"Theyre al igbt."
"Thon les. git aseore sud drap the blockt out, though

it's an arful pity ta hase it in tbc drink."
ICarn't we git the blarsted thing back ta its place

agin î
IlOnpossible ; wihd bhanes couhdn't do it."
Harry whispened ta Bigglthorpe : IlWbat'Il we do?"

aud the isherman auswered:Il"Our duty is ta ire, but we
weren't told takihi anybody. Don't you fire tilI Ireload."

Then Bigglethorpe called out " lSurrender in the
Q ueen's name," and fired above the scow. Two or three
pistol Bhots rattled over the sentries' heads, and flattened
themselves on the rock behind. "lAil ready !" said the
starekeeper, and Harry let fly his duck shot into the
middle of the crowd, who paddled vigorously from the
shore. Bill Richards, having a]armed the upper sentries
by tbe discharge of bis gun, came running down, with the
Pilgrims and Ruf us, led by the detective, nlot far behind
bim. "Shove out the skiff," called Bigglethorpe. The
Richards sboved it off, and Bill rowed, when the two sen-
tries got on board. "lGo it, Bill, after the old tub,"
cried Harry - Ilwe'l soon catch up." Tie Rawdon gang
worked bard to get ta the narrows, but found it hopeless.
"Give it te them," shouted Bangs from the iihore ; and in

response, the guns rang out again, while Bill etrained
every muscle to the utmost. The punt grounîded on the
shore above the narrows, and four of the men juniped out
into the water and fled up the bank, flring their pistole as
they retired. The punt was captured, and brought back
to the guarded beach, witb a wounded man and saine tools
in the bottom. Only by swirnming, or by a long detour
of very many miles, could the four fugitives find their way
back ta the shore they had sought in vain.

The woun-ded man was taken out of the punt and laid
on tbe beach. "Is he dead ? " asked Bigglethorpe. " No,"
answered the detective, feeling the head of the victim,
and inspecting him by the aid of matches struck by the
smoker Sylvanus; Ilit's a good thing for himi thet yore
two gens were louded with deck-shot end thet they sketter
saw, Aise he'd a been a dead men. He's got a few pellets
in the beck of bis head, jest eneugh to sten the scoundrel
for a few minutes. Ah, he's hed a crock owvor tire top of
bis head witb a cleb, the colonel's werk, very likely."

"lDû yen want him kept? " enquired Mr. Bigglethorpe,
as sentry.

IlOh, dear me, yes; he's Rawdon's chief men. 1
wouldn't ]ose him fer a hendrod dollars. Rufus, do you
mind blowing his brains out if he atteinpts toe eaype 1 "

Tire good.natured Rufus said ho didn't rnid watching
the prisoner, but he imagined clubbing would lie kinder
than blowing out his brains.

Ail right" answered tire dctective, Il ail right, s(>
long as you keep huîn safeiy."

So Mir. Bangs würnt back ta the house, followed by
Sylvanus, Tiniotheus and Bill tichards, tie last of whom
resuuîed his post, îiainely tie trunk on whiclî Pierre
La jeunesse had rested.

When the encampirent was reached, Mr. Bangs asked
Coristine if lie hadl been smoking on guard or lighting
matches, but lie hall net. lte asked Mrî. 'erry the saie
question, which the old noldier alnîcet took as ain insult.
IAu' is it ta mie ye corne, axin' av Oi slîmoke on guarrd,

an' shîpind niîy tointe lofightiîî' matches loiko a chald?
Oi'vo maire sarvice, sorr, and nobody knows betther fwhat
bis juty is. "

Il sincerely beg your pardon, Mr, Terry. Please
excuse my enxiety ; 1 emell ire."

I)o't mintion it, sorr, betuine us. Faix, an' it's
foire 1 shînili an' moiglîty sthrong, Loo."

The detective carne back ta the front af the house, andi
saw tire tire that had braken forth in a momrent, aînd was
lamiug in every roemi of ba8emjent and tîpper storey, a fire
toa rapidly advanced to ho got under, even liad the means,
been at hand.

16Quick, Sylvanus, Timotheus, get out the horsees andi
any other live stock," lie cried ; but the lawyer had been
before him, and the two Pilgrims and lie were already
leading the frightened animals past the bouse and on ta
thie road, where they turned their heads outward and
drove themi alang. Forgetting their watclî, Mr. Terry and
Bangs bimsecf belped, until every living creature, as tbey
thougbt, was safely away on the road ta tie ILake Settle-
ment. Vien, two figures, thiat tire guilty Sylvanus knew,
came out of tire door of thie boarding bouse, and the fiames
leaped out after them. The woman carne up ta Coristine,
and said : Il know you ; yen helped ta carry poor Steevy,
who is not awake yet. Hie said it was cold down there,
se Monty and 1 have made a fire ta keep him warm." Thie
lawyer thougbt she meant that ber dead brother was cold..
As ta the tire, when he saw Monty, it did neot astonish
imi; but how came they bath there tbrough the guard?

The frame buildings, their light clapboards dried by
the sumier sun, burned f uriously, and the flamies roared
in the rising wind. The sheds and stables caught ; the
tire ran over the ground, in spite of the dew, catcliing ini
shrubs and fallen timber, and even climbing up living
trees. Back the bebolders were driven, as far as Bill-
Richards' post, by the terrible glare and heat of the confla-
gration. Leaving Biggletborpe on sentry, and Rufus over
the prisoner, Harry came running up ta earn what was
the matter, and ta tell of noises like human voices and
bamnier blows behind the slab of rock. Then, as the ire
in the bouse burned down .ta the ground, there was an
explosion that seeuied to shake the earth, and a column of
ire sprang up the standing chimuey, side by side with
another les. lofty and more diffused from thie right of the
building. Report after report follawed, and the whole
party, haif terror-stricken, descended ta the beach. Rufus,
with Bigglethorpe's help, had considerately transferred bis
prisoner to the punt, and guarded bim there. The store-
keeper, taking chisel and mallet in band, was striking off
cbip after chip of rock, in answer ta muffled cries froin
within ; and uaw the big rock hod mov7ed baîf an inch.
Stili the brave man worked away amid the continued


