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PERILS 0F THE REr UBLIC.

diOUIR (JOUXTIY," by the Rev. Josiah Strong, is described by Professer

Austin Plieips, who writes an introduction, as "ia powerful book." It 18

a book wortlî reading, especiaily as it compresses a great deal of imoportant

muatter into a sinali comfpasti. Lt is one cf the nîany boding utterar.ces of

flisgiving wlîich conte from thoughtful men is the Model Ltepulic. Lt

Opens, as Ainierican books occasionally do, with a statistical demnonstration

cf the bigness cf the country, and the uhiraculous rate ut w~hich the Ajini-

cal' infant oîitgrows bis sinall-clotbes. if things go on at thîs pace. the

W'riter seeuns to tlîlîk the destîny cf the human race will bc settled la

Ainerica within the next twenty years ; thiugil Europe niiglit reply tlîat,

inl spite cf the size cf the Mississippi. the leatlership) cf thoh ant

science is net yct on thîis side of the Atlantic. But after the dispiay of

the wealth antI resources corne thc perils. They are, according te NIr.

Strong, Immigration, Rornanisîn, Mormonisin, Latelliperance, Socialisiil,

Wcaltb, and the City. Under each cf these heads we get, at ail events, a

Ctiiî, coinsation cf instructive and suggestive facts. fV ano

tliink, however, that ail the seven vials are equally fraught witiî wc'.-

Mermnonism is net likely te devour the Republic. Lt is allnst entii'ely

fereign. Wales, we believe, i its greatest recruiting ground. and in the

breast of the Welsh peasant it 18 engendei'ed by a union cf fanatical arîd Apo-

calyptie Methodism with a craving for that iîupîcvemeî3t cf the niatoriai lot

which Brigham Young tlid unquestionably succeed in hestowing o11 lus

votutrios. Lt will prcbably be killed, without cannon, by the eswat

advance cf commerce and civilisation. A great tieal is made cf it by vote-

hunting politicians, wbo, however, seem te be in ne great hixrry te extin-

guish the source cf thxeir own morsl deciamatioss. The rigiti virtîle cf the

Americans is net likely te be seduced into peîygarny, at least cf the simll

taneous kind c f po(Iygaaîiy of tue successive kind, under cover of casy

divorce laws, there is more danger, accordiflg to Mr. Roy; indeed we- should

have thoughit tbat in thîls quarter, rather than in that cf M.%oritoniisii, the

real pont 2 might be deerned te lie. Lnteniperaîîce again iii an evii, but

neot one0 about which an Anierican need be very seriously alarnied, if oîîly

the Prohibitionist wculd lot the inatter alone. Is the country the Anieri-

catis are ren3arkabiy teniperatf, and the frequenters cf the city bars are for

tbe Most part unassimiîlatod immigrants. At any rate, the exanuplîs cf

England, and othor great nations show that a race may net enly lite,

but be f ull of energy and power in spite cf its drinking a good deal cf

beer. Perbaps tbe încreased use cf opium and chlorai might with more

reasen be pointed eut as j13dicating mcrbid tendencies, specially charac-

teristic of an age of excessive tension and excitement. Wealth, again, eau

hardly be classed, without qualification, ainong national perils. Weaith

which is pretty cqually diffusedl, and that x'ast incerease of production which

places new coinforts and en cynients within the reachi of even the humblest

labourer, are not a peril, but the very reverse. Luxury i8 an evil to the

luxurious, and the ostentation of wealth is înost dangerous, iii tho present

disturbcd state of -society, to those who arc so iii advised as to induige in it.

The aggregation of vast fortunes is an evil ; but it is an evil arising in the

rnost part front the sudden opcingi of new fields of speculation, the number

of which can hardly bc iiiexiaustilie - and after ail lîow înuch îîîischief bas

Vanderbilt donc 1 Great corporations are a perpetual source of alarin, and

Mr. Strong speaks of theîîî in thusudl tont!e but wlîen we cone to look

into these dreadful entities, of what do tlîey consistî O f a number of

sinaîl proporty owners, niany of thein womnen, or infants in tho hands of

trustees, clutbl)ini, togetli<f tiieir resu4trces in a Comumiercial enterprise,

which, if it is protitable te tiven, is alîîîost always use4ful to tho rest of the

coiniullity. There are f(ev (conomnical. subjects about which groater non-

sense bas been talked.

Immîigraitionl isi a real peril, esptecially as tho elemnent cf the popul.-

tion, in which the republican tradition of self-government residos is

coulparatively stationary, if it is not actually (lecroasing ; whiio elements,

untrained in self-governmienit, axnd in nially cases rovolutionary, are pour.

ing in. Fortunately the (.,hrmian is by nature a good andi orderiy inoiner

cf the coîninunity ;wlîile the' Italian, who i4 niow becoining ais important

factor in fiînnigration, tiorighli lîfle cîvilised and hiable te outlireaks of

stabbîngl, pasin i not, like thie ('eltic 1rishinan, naturaily hostile to

autiiority. WVhat effhtt is to be produed' on Aierican civilisation by

the netyro, %who, tbough not a recent iîinigrant, i4 an unassimiilable alien,

the next generation wvili liegin to see. Mr. Maine is apparcntly intend-

ing te illustrate the beniiett influence of Presidenti'tI conteaits by getting

up, in the interest of bis own caîndidature, an industrial agitation among

the negrol'5 of tli, Seuti,. tioinanisîii i aiso a serious penil, thoughi it may

alinost Cho rogarded as a phase of Ir'ish immeigration; for it makes little

progrCss, we imagine, aînoiig native Atiienicaii4 ; wiile there is net iii the

Germait, or cven in the Italiani character, that aboniginai subnissmiivenes

to the priests whiclî îîakvs the I risiiiani se devout kt liegeinan and, iii politics,

so faitiîfui a rttainer of bis Uhutreii. Mr. Stroîîg -ives a startiing account cf

the incrrase of wcîtlth, and of then iii nîie wiîiciî wealth eoîniniands, in

the hands of the Rolan i 'ahdi pnivsthood ; whîile hie shows by an

accumulation of eieboth froi Papal nianifestovis and episcopal

utteranceH, tbat the o)ject4 11114 the ptnlineti cf the grand conspiracy

agaiiist luillaîi liberty relieLili utîciiiîuîgedc. Ain irrepressible conflict is

probably in prospect, flieughi, uiiless the [îliadow inoves backward on the

dial cf huinanity, it, eaui en1d oiy in One way.

That thie growth of tities beyoxnl a certain point is an evil, the

accunulated inisery cf Lonîdonx bearfi sali witness, and tboughtful

nmen are begilning te ilîquire whietiier there is anytiig in our educa-

tional institutions whîicli creates a distaste for rural and a passion for

City life. But the systeîe of mlunicipial eyovernlment, cf which the bondie

abierinen of New York are the natural otetonie, is perhaps more pesti-

lentialains its iiilritiice tiian the iere increase cf population in the City.

IlI ail the great Aniericani citles tiiere îs to-day as clcarly defined a

ruiing class as in the niost aristocratie cou ntries iii the 'vend. Its mnembers

carry arns iii their poekets, iiiakeý up the slates for nomninating con-

ventions, distribxite offices as they ixargain together, and-though they toil

not, neither dIo tiîey siin -wear the best cf rainient and spend money

iavishlly. Tlîey art' Inen of power, wlîose favour the amîbitious miust court,

ani whose vengeance lie nîust avoid. Who arc these men-the wise, the

gooti, the iercl-nnwho have earned the conifidence of thocir fellow-

citizens b)y tht' purity of titeir lives, the splendeur of their talents, their

probity in public trusts, tiîeir leep study cf the probleins cf (levernînentî'

No, they are gainblers, son-eprpugilists, or worse, men who have

rmade a trade of controlliiig votes, and cf buying anti selling offices and

and otficiaI acts." Tiiese are the wvorts cf Mr. George, quoted by Mr,

Strong, and they rebukt' the inconsistcrîcy cf their author when lie piays

the demagogue hiniself, and appeals b)y generai promises cf publie plunder

te the povorty, ignorance, and passion, te which the ward politician appeals

in a iucaner, but net less sordid and practically a iuuch lees noxicus way.

After ail, it is net se inuch, groat citios that are the scats cf danger as the


