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It is hard for a certain large number ot
Catholics to understand the danger ever
hiding in the cheap reading which floods
the country. Apart from the reptile
press, whose filth and venom are easily
seen, there are thousands of books, pa-
pers and innocent-looking articles sent
out every day into the world whose poi-
S0nous pioperties- are deftly hidden
from the sense by careful wording, and
yot the effects are the same as if the in-
tention were evident. The untrained eye
can gee nothing harmful about them.
The elegant pages of the “Atlantic
Monthly,” the lLiterary department of
the dailies, the more respectable weekly

The Polsen of the Time.

sensationals, are very moral and
respectable for the most part.
The people wonder at the

authorities who show them disfavor. They
can see nothing bad or indecent in their
pages, and know of no other reasons
which would make them hurtful.,
In a recent number ot the “Overland
Monthly” a story was published which
illustrates the matter in hand. 1t was a
very harfuless and common-place inci-
dent, and has been used by writers for
balf a century. There was no mention
of religious matters, no bigotry, no poli-
tice, no indecency. But in one cormer
- of an insignificant paragraph was stuck
thus gilded heresy: “Man’s best religion
comes from his intercourse with nature

. in her wildness as well as her gentlest
moods.”

. This is an old and well-known trsvel-
ler in the literary world, and is the one
and only dogma of mfidelity. Colonel
Ingersoll bas varied its dreadful same-
neas by introducing the particular things
of nature, and weeping over daisies, lil-
ies and dafodils, and pantheists like Em-
erson have concealed its nonsense by
the glamour of poetry. In whatever
shape it. comes before the intelligent
reader, its delicious vagueness impresses

" him as a distent cloud-bank which takes
the shape of mountains or as eomething
geen at night, which might be a ghost.
And the harm which 1t and its kind in-
flict on the youthtul or untrained mind
is easily seen by examining the heresy
closely.

Nature, which men are supposed to be
intimate with aswith their mothers,as if it
were a human being or an angel, or agod,
is best represented on paper bya cipher.
It is simply an 1dea which stands to a
man for all those beneficent courses of
life and existence that give us so much
happiness and pain. It is not a human
being. You can’t have any intercourse
with it. Tt hasn't any moods, wild or
gentle. It hasn't the inteligence of the
meanest creature that ever breathed.
As far as man is concerned, it is a deaf
and dumb idiot. A wooden idol, made
in man’s image, has more religion in :it
than all nature. Vou can’t have any aa-
sociation with it more beneficial than
ploughing, or doctoring, or planting, or
in any other way assisting its courses.
As these atory writers and tricksters re-
gard it, it is the greatest fraud of any age.

Yoose-thinking, careless people who
believe and pen ridiculous sayings about

_nature want to make a religion whose
chief dogmas shall be a pretty city, a fine
painting, a noble river, s melancholy
forest, a sounding ocean, a solemn moun-
tain, a moon shining on water, and its
practical work to ;languish and dawdle
ver them, and say beautiful things about
thewa and your own feelings, and make a

~fool of yourselt generally, for nature’s
. sake.

Now, if nature isn't anything at all
what good can come of intercowrse with
it? . And if an idol in man’s shape has
more religiongn 1t than nature, would it
not be better and more elevating to turn
idolator?And still more:if the meanest in-
sect is nobler than nature, would it not
be more honorable to turn naturalist and
have intercourse with bees and bugs and
such things? We commend these re-
marks to the writer in the “Overland
Monthly” and to the crowdof scribblers
whose ill-trained minds can prqduce
‘nothing, after all thewr interfourse with
nature, but nonsense or venom. We are
certain they will be benefited.

But what shall be said of the unfortu-
nate Catholica who drink in the sweet

poison from their early childhood? They
grow up with the secret But irresistible
conviction that there is something wrong
with the religion of Christ, They have
often wept over the fate of Jim Bludso,
and been thrilled by pantheistical and
natural poetry, but have never shed a
tear over the suffering of the Saviour or
His saints, or been thrilled by the story
of those sweet, simple, divine -lives

‘When you have fed for a long time on
arsenic you must die on it, and because
ofit. The same devilish property be-

longs to the religion of natute, which |, Fatonts

the press of to day professes. And still
Catholics will ask, “What harm in read-
ing or supporting it?""-—Catholic Review.

Couversion ut Midnight Mass,

A young Parisian, educated in a ma-
terialigtic school of medicine, had Jet
himself be carried away by the torrents
ofbad example: He absolutely gave
up the practices of religion, and logical,
minded, soon renounced the glorious
faith of his father, a hero who fell under
the standard of ahe Sacred Heart,

The mother, sorely afflicted by the
death of the head of the family, was
suffering with a disesse that was bring,
ing her to the grave; and she was all
the more inconsolable and sick ss she
felt herself powerless to restrain her
80n’s excess of 1mp’ety.

The daughter, who understood the
full extent of the poor mothers grief and
8aw her unfortunate brother hastening
on to damnation, approached the sick
woman’s bedside on Christmas eve,

“Mamma,” she said, “If I could go at
midnight to mass at Our Lady of Vieto-
ries, something telis me thet the Infant
ot the crib would there grant me the
conversion of my brother,

“My poor.child ! who will £0 with you?
I shall never go again with you to mid-

‘night mags,”

cWell, my baother.”
“Yout brotner, do you thinkso? He

who has such a great horror for the
church that at funerals he won't go in
but waits at the door, have you any hope
that he will go with you?”

“I shall try to induce him.”

*I don’t ask anything better, butI am
afraid that your eloquence, like your
caresses, will be unavailing,”

The medical student was in high dud.
geon when he heard the proposition
which he called ridiculous. So much
wrath, however, generally denotes a
remnant of faith, the prisoner of pitiless
freé thought. ,

The young girl insisted; and overcome
by her persistence, towards midnight,
an hour when & man of the world does
not like to say that he prefers to go to
bed, the student escorted his sister on
the way to mass and sat near her so - as
to escort her on her return.

The very beautiful ceremony of our
Lady of Uictorses seemod to interest
him; he looked with a sort of avidity at
this forgotten spectacle and did mnot
get weary.

At communion, he was greatly aston-
ished; everybody filed out to approach
the holy table. - His row was reached
his neighbors started out, his sister too.
He found himself alone. This loneliness
made a strauge impression on him.

Meanwhile his sister received the
Infant Jesus into the crib of her heart
and warmed Him with the ardor of her
prayer for the young unbeliever. On
his part, the freethinker, ready to proud-
ly resist the} solicitations of all the
Christians assembled in the church,
succumbed to the weight of the isolation
in which his few neighbors had left him;
let us say.it—he was afraid.

A memory of childhood prevailed
upon his mind; he fell on both knees
and an outburst of sobs shook his frame

Meanwhile the young girl was return-
ing devoutly. She saw thiz abundance
of tears and her brother leaning over
to whisper to her, “Sister, save me ! A
priest. I am crushed beneath the
weight of my unworthiness. A Ppriest,
A priest.” )

It was the sister who had to moderate

the impatieuce of the neophyte,
At the close of the ceremony the priest
was found; and soon the young man
was embracing his mother and saying
toher. “I give you back your son.”

The father’s portrait seemed to smile,

No more rest was taken in that house
that night, even as in the stable of Beth-
lehem; and at six o’clock in the morn.
ing both had returned to the same place
in the church of OQur Lady of Vietories,

At communion everybody left his seat
to go to the holy table, the student fol
lowed. A young girl remained alone
kneeling, and the pavement which the
night before had received tears of re.
pentance, again was wet with tears; but
they were tears of joy.—From the French
by the Xr, K,

Gold Watch Free,

The publishers of the Capito} [o; N
known Hlustrated Literary and Flgl Home Gu:kk?t‘h:;g-
lowingliberal Offer for Now mm telling us
the} verse in the Bible, before March 3, wil toednlﬁoild
Geld, ’s Hanting Onsed Swise ated, worth §50;
If thers be more than one correct anawer, the second will receive an
elegant Stem-wlndh‘vcenﬂm-n'o Watchs the third,
» key-winding English Wateh, Each PeTson must send 25 ots.
with their answer, for which they will recofve three months’ sgh.
scription to the Home Guest, « 50 poee llustrated New Year
Book, a Case of $5 articles that the ladise 1 appreciate,
sud contain pames of winners. Address
. o Bubs, of (3 GUEST, HARTFORD, CONN,

 WELLAND CANAL ENLARGENENT.
NOTICE TO CONTRACTOLS

SEALED TENDERS addressed to the
undersigned, and endorsed * Tender for
the Welland Canal,” will be received st
this office until the arrival of the eastern
and western mails on Monday, the 25th
day of JANUARY next, 1886, for raising
the walls of the locks, weirs, etc., and
increasing the height of the banks of
that part of the Welland Canal between
Port Dalhousie and Thorold, and for
deeperfing the Summit Level between
Thorold and Ramey’s Bend, near Hum-
berston. .

The works, throughout, will be let in
sections.

Maps of the several localities, together
with plans and descriptive specifications
can be seen at this office, on and after
MONDAY, the 11th day ot JANUARY
next, 1886, where printed forms of ten.

der can be obtained, A like class of in- |-

formation, relative to the works north of
Allanburg will be furnished at the Resi-
den Engineer’s Office, Thorold ; and for-
works south of Allanburg, plans, spe-
cifications, etc,, may be seen at the
Resident Engineer’s Office, Welland,

Contractors are rejuested to bear in
mind that tenders will not be considered
unless made strictly in sccordance with
the printed forms, and, in the case of
firms, accept there are attached the act-
ual signatures, the nature of the occupa
tian and place of residence of each mem-
ber of the same; and further, an accept .
ed bank cheque for the sum of “Two
Thousand Dollars” or more— according
to the extent of the work on the section
—must accomtany the respective tend.
ers, which sum shall be forfeited if the
party tendering declines entering into
contract for the works, at the rates stat.
ed in the offer submitted.

The amount required in each case will
be stated on the form of tender.

The cheque or money thus sent in will
be returned to the respective parti&s
whose tenders are notaccepted. .

This Department, does not, however,
bind itself to accept the lowest or any
tender. ’ -

By order,
A.P. BRADLEY,
Secretary,
Department of Railways and Canals, %
Ottawa, 9th December, 1885.

MAIL CONTRACT.

——

SEALED TENDERS, addressed to the
Post Master General will be received at
Ottawa until noon, on Friday the 19th of
February, 1886, for the conveyance of
Her Majesty’s Mails, on a proposed Con-
tract for four years, six times- per week
each way, between Stonewall Post Office
and Railway Station, from the 1st of
April next. ‘

The conveyance t0 be made
in a suitable vehicle.

The courier to leave the Post Office
and Railway Station with the mails, on
such days and at such hours as may be
from time to time required to deliver the
mails st the Railway Station .within ten
minutes after leaving the Post Office and
at the Post Office within ten minutes af-
ter the arrival of the mail trains,

Printed notices containing further -
formation as to conditions of proposed
Contract may be seen and blank forms
of Tender may be obtained at the Post
Office of Stonewall and at this office,

~ W. W.McLeod,
Post Office Inspector-
Post Office Inspector’s Office,
Winnipeg, 8th Jan., 1886,
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THE NORTHWEST REVIEW

' The Only Catholic Paper

E

' BLISHED (IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE) IN THE NORTH 7

SUBSCIBE TO IT

—REPLETE WITE — '

Bright, Instructive,
Interesting Reading.

Agricultural News,
News From Ireland,
Telegraphic News

The Columns of the NORTHWEST REVIEW will contain the latest, Forelgn and Do-
mestic News, paying particular attention to matters affecting Manitoba and the North-

west. The REVIEW has already & large circulation amongst its friends and therefore
offers speclal advantages to advertizers,

Every Department will receive special attention and will supply the latest and most
nstructive intemg'enoe underthe dirent heads.

The NORTHWEST REVIEW will be mailed free to any address for
strictly in advance.

$2.50 per annum
The price is slightly in excess of that charged for other papers pub-
lished in the Northwest, but our friends will readily understand that there are great diffi-
culties to be met with 1n issuing a Catholic Ppaper, especially 8o in this new country, and
we trust that the extra fifty centas will not deter any of our friends from giving theilr warm

upport to the only paper in the Northwest published in the interest of Catholics in the
the English Language -

The REVIEW will be made the equal of other pb,pers published here and as soo n
a8 circulation warrants it our readers may confiden tly expect thas the annual subscrip-
tion price will be readily reduced. S

- Address all orders to
THE NORTHWEST REVIEW.

No. 31, Cor. McDgrmott and Arthur Sts, Winnipeg, M »




