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CANADIAN LITERATURE.

A VERV few years ago there
was scarcely a single person

bold enough to utter above a
whisper the words which stand

Mý l at the head of thîs article. But
times have changed, and now there
are mnany who fume and fret if the
name of a single'rhymer be omnit-
ted, be the quantity or quality ofIF the work neyer so small. There
are, however, stili somne left who
smile rather incredulously at the

Louis FRECHIl'rTa mention of the term, and a few
even ask for a show of cause.
Let us sce just how the matter

stands, aind perhaps in the end we may ail agree.
In his sketch of American literature, Richardson remarks that the

English is the only world literature that has sent out an offshoot such
as the American literature. He forgot, however, as is quite custom-
ary withi our friends to the south of us, that there are two offshoots
Tather than one, namnely, American and Canadian; indeed, it is
flot yet decided which of the two gives more promise of ripe fruition.
If, then, any person protest that Canadian literature have no indepen-
dent existence apart from the English, it is quite possible to use many
of the seif-same arguments against the existence of a true American
literature. But Richardson forgot stili another fact, the existence of,
the French in Canada; and in the literature of French Canada we


