Seven Weeks on Sable Island.
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Sable Island is about 27 miles long by an
' average of one mile broad, its extreme ends
!pointing east and west ; the former in 43°
59" N. lat.*and 59° 48’ W. lon., the latter
(or west end) in 43° 57’ N. lat., and 60° 14
W. lon., situated about 150 miles S.E. of
Halifax, and about 85 miles S. } E. of
White Haven.

The similarity of names otten confounds
it in many minds with Cage Sable Island
at the west end of Nova Scotia in lat. 43°
27" N., lon. 56° 36’ W., near which, in
| August, 1856, wr nearly came to grief inthe
Cunard steamship *Arabia,” by running
full split upon the Blonde rock, a short
way off.

As to the early history of the Island,

there are coniﬁcting accounts, and conclud-
ing such discussions immaterial to the pre-
sent sketch, would refer thereon to a recent
work entitled ‘¢ History of Nova Scotia,’’
by Mr. Duncan Campbell, of Halifax, N.S.,
published at Montreal by Mr. John Lovell,
who states the first attempt at settle-
ment there to have been made by the Baron
de Léry, in the year 1518, and about the
first authentic account of the commence-
ment of the business of the Island, which
principally consists in “ hauling up ships,”
began with the wreck of the English ship
‘‘Delight,” one of the squadron of Sir Hum-
phrey Gilbert, half brother to Sir Walter
Raleigh, which occurred there in the year
1583, with the loss of nearly one hundred
lives; and in 1746 several French trans-
ports were cast away upon it with sad loss
:of life. .
Rumor on the Island has it that the place
'was once used as a penal station by the
| French, when they occupied Cape Breton,
é and that the breed of wild horses now
| roaming over it was introduced by them;
;others say thev were brought there by a
- Catholic priest belonging to Boston, U.S.,
“in gratitude for his preservation after being
shipwrecked on Sable Island.
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