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SASKATOON'S IRAPID GROWTH

lias Ilcen Accompanied by Increased Prices of Land-
The Subdivision Game-Business Men and

Conditions of To-day

BY A. E. BOYLE

Th,- (onditicas prexdili z in the' real estate market at
Sakaco ave gîven ise to the cîîfavorable irepor ts xw hich

haebeen circulated w îth respect tu the gencral business
s0 ituation there, and it is wortb while to discuss briefly those
conditions and their relation to the whole commercial scbeme
of things. In so doing one must bear in mind the position
that the City bas occupied since its wonderful pstugi: oe-
gâ-n about ten years ago.

It bas practically sprunz from nothing to a commercial
cen,.tre of more than 25,000 peop>le, ail within a decade, and
it bas been compelled te depend largely uapoii is oTn ex-
p,,rience ati it went along.

Tlhe growth bas been accompanied bv mari advances
lprices of land. Let us sec what the bistory of Saskatoon's

real estate actîvitx' bas becen. In the earlv days it was pos-
e o uy lots on the principal tboioughfares at $lo to

$5c per front foot. A year latter it was possible to seli them
jt $--o te $1oo per foot. The new purchasers could bold for
a yt'ar and seil ont at practicallv twîce tbe arucunt tbey had
pa id. As mnany of the transactions were on the ba'os of
'lonethird down, balance in one and two vears," the actual
profits in somne instances were as bigla as 500 per Cent, on
thr sum paid clver.
Srovtk Attrbcte Manipulators.

The reason for ait this upxvard movement in values was
th.l growth of population in the city itself and in tbe country
surrouiding it. Naturally the opportunities tbere attracted
,ide attention, and Saskatoon came to be known as the
place where investors. even tbose wbo operated on a smail
$(.aie, could secure huge returns in a very short space cf

As the city grew and the values of central property rose,
hp)wever, the opportunities dimiroisbed. By the time lots on

m *ain streets were selliing at $500 te $î,ooo, per fooit a
Maily large sumn was needed to do business. The profits
wece as hvavy, for the men who bad enough moncv to inveSt
in that sort of land, but the izeneral mun o! investors could
nor fwufil the finainciai requirements.

The residentiai streets of tbe City aroused intrest
whe the Central property began te shine in the tbousaiind

dola class, and for some years the profitable experien Ces
of land buyers were repeated there. They piled mnvestmernt
ýx javestment uantil the prices reacbed a limit wbere the
,cnllr operators couid no longer participate.

Inj the meantimne the sub-division gaine w as bein c' piav-
ed to the full extent of the law. Farms wtre survex'ed igI
lot% fr miles in ail directions front the City. and these were

rersnted as; offerinc' the saine chances for profitable iln-
wsg«ment as did tbe real lots near the business district. Alid

wa in l this connection tbat the legitimate land business
its rnost severe blow. Tt n'as impossible to prevent

temanipulation of bald prairie and the exploitationi of it
amnfthoughtle-ss or igrtprant People as Saskcatoon lots.

*foi al parts of the continent iendîviduals jumped into the
su-iiion business 'becanise tbey saw se mnanv chances

frpkckina' up easy m'Snev front incredulous speculators.
omm once In a, Hundree Years.

Hundreds of people wbo beard or read about the inarvel-
jou advwicels in price, of Saskatoon property bave attempt-

Mte "gzet rîchi quick" bv purchasiin; a lot in that neigh-

Tt s not necessarv to sav that a largre proportion of the
,nn, iv,ýtedI in that wPv has been Tlanted wbere pecuni-
vegetation, i' slow and uncertain. We have heard of the
cetrpinnt Ahith blooms once in one huindred years. Bv
Rh im P theý next bloointv ocrurs, sorte of the snb-divisions

tha arewse to be near Saskatoon will 'be in a position
, ~trn dividends to their owners.

Inth meantirne the losers wîll be sorte on Saskatoon,
adnnthe West in general.

hlie the individual losses sustained by speculators i'n
ubdviain stuif are serious eniono-h. thrv are onlv the fna-

t jra rsllt 'f the opemratîinr rhbt 1- rr)ndl,cfd wben
rumyw, so easy. Some of tbe men who made mone-v in

badÜswldle t'le craze was at iti; beî%'bt were fitted- by
tanl,:rad business experience for onlv menial occupa-

tios. uttheir pretensions were ridiculous. It was theýse
,harctes iho were pickine' un the remittances of Icareles,

.,linother parts of the world, and tbev are now joining
,0 te Cou of declamation a'nd distress.

Al tis jic historv. althoutih sont- of it is rnmn;amtîvelv
,,cnThe main fact of the real estate situation in S;aska-

t00n.is tlîat, the people whc are doing legitimate business
tbere or theo ons lc ndemn most biteriy the scandalcus
exploitit niy arni laids as town lots.

Ifii' aî he mnii thatii. b, e sunk inioutside
sui>ii 'tci.hdhe td ii, th (t\', in laînd or in or-
diîi;iî iiii nmiilti rpnises t r, resuits t the community
and to tlii liv"tr wu ld havithee grat:fing in the ex-
treme. Th,, keencaiýt critics of thlwldca performances are,
as 1 haiv1 iri :înated(. tlîî, 1,'ol w, h- l,,,ias ý îethîng at stake
in Iak.t ,î its'f. TlIý- ý-edivtîd to tiir citv and to
nsý int,ri,x ain.

TueIl' 7h iltat î h;t i tîtii, ils ,'\istonlce, ad they
ireý lr 11( î' s t, 0fi at s it,'ît As a wholesale
and manuacîîîn " i(llcity* it ba-s iL futur, iii its ovin ns
anid thî'î', is ncligwîc ai rvtti r laivng in
imnport.1nt parlt inJ the fiuithli rl1 opbidn f the, Wet.Bt
at no tiîie w iii ihe, hîî',îîî, '- cf buyingý, and elhn realstt
be promoted te a posîtii amrong theladn ind(usties.-

COflfiGno, In Saskatoon's Future.
I nide ain cf as1,liikiîîg- dozen- -f rspns- l men iin

Saskatoon fi- rý iher pici 5 on the, g' iii rai , imm rciet
look, and fourîd ilI cf them imue wth ai -1on confidenýrce
in the future of thIe citvimd.t i i, t. c, M~ mp.nri-
scons witb the activity Of 1!)I-- thi v- 1 lî,'t iîd , i as m dic'g,
because tbere wns. anl aomlvolume1 cf buir's tseve
MOnths ago. Tbevdepore the, atitý of the, wildcatr
and( fei, îayyoie7îttirîîarnedcriicîsci', c-f Ss
toin thatl hmd oensr'dara a esqîîc f tbe,

ed th,,ud' ohpî ftismvmn sa~o bn for
tbe, ritv ii( countr 1,erll Th -on may bave b('e-n
à palinful one, buit it haid m;11ava1 aes

Thoeebsns nn'ris opinlion. s svIrî' nased on toi' ob-
servationis tliv Ilad maeil tlle miianageiît cf theiT own
establisbmnts n te kilew th, ir IuLI)tp I na es
te ndrtnwhvSsaonhad moded scI h ratbad y

In -addition te the, benefits, ;1nd boîtiseofrrd
1atre the limn emot there is an a se of eomu

strngthI. \nv im liprio' 1 ma%, have. ba( as< tc tbeson
position ocuir v uas;îo wee cof)lfinie h onvra

tions~ ~~~il witb. tlemcwod hns h .Te'atmr
real estate than any ounttsiide netrrd {sil e

Tbe,\ tbuIlve iwn nîost cf tbel rpttv and %%ben
tbev te-l me, tbey are> plesewtb the, situatliol, it î is eay
ta Infr tbait even in the( land( mrkeltt conditions are ;Mis-
factory.

TORONTO HAU PIRE PREVENTION DAY

TrIornto'ç Mayvir, Mmr. If. C. flocken, isýsucd the- follo-ing
proclamation re a Fire Pre.venItion Day

Wberes the('anaian ire Preveintion Ascainbv
reiquested thaiit a diay, to, be, known as Vire rveinad
Clean-up Day- be, proclaimed, and the medicail oflicer o!
health, chie! cIf fire dupairtmnt, and the, proptyl commliis-
sioner have reporiited thatt this is al step)i la th riigt irect(ilon,
and thlat a cosdrbeamounit of goo)d can be, a(ecompiilisbed
by this means. They, theme-fore, mecommnid that the latst
Friday iii April be set apart for this purpose, anid tha.t on
this, day art( tile foliow\ing day1ý thei melrchaniits anld min11u-
facturers o! the c ity and citizens geneiraliv bec reqiic5ted to
have reoetrom, the-ir premnises ail accumullations, of îin-
flaminable and combustible waste materials, and tha;t in tbe
foilowvingj or first wveek in May a g-rieral insýpection 1), m:îide
by tbe fire department for the purpose o! asetanngwat
bas bee-n dono, and those who have failrd to copl itb tbe-
requiremenrntsý above outlined.

And whereas ther citv counciil have, on the recommen-
dation o! tbe board of contrell, aUIIIori7(-d me- to isse
proc-Ilmation requeistinig the observance of the satid dayi iu
the manner indicated.

1. therefore-, in cotnpliance with the wish o! tbe- council,
prclairo Fridavý, April z5th, 1913, ais Vire Prevention aind
C1ýLn-up ay and do erb respectfuilly and urge-ntly
request our mnacursand merchants :ud the cili7enTs

gnaiyto co-opemarte wvith tbe, city authorities; fin irmoing
or destrioying ill accumulations of \vaste miatemial and te have
a generai cieaining nip cf their premises.

The tire de-partment will make a genrll(sl inispeýction
dnring the followî,ngz or firsit wcek inl;Ma t ais(frtaiin to
-hat extent the, mequcs-t herein made bias beenr -omprlied witb,
and in aIl cases cf non-cernpliancei toi uirge and insist uipon
the observance o! the reasnambe provisions of this pro-
clamation.

In wîtnrss whreonf ti, prcamtoni majde public,
and Citizens are he-rhv, reqlqneste te take notice and govema
tbemselves accomdînglv.

0 oe*0

Grand Forks bas- reorzanized it-, board cf trade on
broader principlies than it basç worked undor beretofore. Mm.
Fred Clark, formerll of Por-t c".i-, president. and Mr.
Barlee. secretary.

Aprfl 26, 1913-


