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militia for a number of years.

In concluding +without wishing to
adont the superior and sarcastic tone
of argument of “Cambridge” Iwould
like to say in answer to the last par-
agraph of his letter, that in my exper.
ience In the militla, those who join
(either in rural or city corps) between
the ames of olzhteen and  twenty-one
make the best militla men, are more
enthusiastle and  remrudn longer with
their regiments than those whai join ac
o later period In life. T think the best
officers of the militin will agree with
me as to this statement. OXTORD.

The Pell-Mell Firing-Line.
To the Editor of the “‘Army and Navy

Gazzette.”

Sir,—The question has recently been
riadsed as 4o whether present
method ol teaching  lre--discipline ix
sufficicnt Lo meet the requirements ol
the Dattle-conditions of to-day. The
subject is of such vital importance
involving as it does in the decisive elose
fire-fight, that it should not b2 allo-w
od to drop unt!l the auestion has been
thoroughly setctled one way or the
other., Hitherto our system of fire-dls-
cipline has goue no further than' train-
ing our men to flght in distinet iire.
units, so as to attalu *‘the greatest de
velopment of Infantry-fire under the
moxt careful supervision and control.”
The contention now s that this system
of keeplog the ifrc-unlts distinct as long
as possible Is all very well as far as
it goes, but that it does not go far
enough, In that it does not provide ior
the time when the “ax long as possible™
will have bren reached. The contention
Is that, ownposite those huportant
points of the enemy’s position selected
for assault, as line aftereddine of men Is
brought up into the firing line at the
close ranges, the original fire-units
must become mixed, and  a pellanely
mixture of firers must be the result )
the contention Is, further, that such be.
ing the case, it I8 the management of
such a pell-mell fiving tine, in, the res-
toration of order and th» control of i
fire, that the tak of tire.dis-ipline real-
ly lMes, Such is the conclusion to which
the practical soldiers of Germany, after
23 years of reflection on the expericnees
of 1870, have come, and such is the {ask
which they ect their five-discipline 1o
achieve. The practice of the pell-mell
may be seen constantly in Germany. as
deseribed in a former letter., with
the result that, when the fireunits he-
come mixed, no confusion or disorder
is upparent. but the whole mixed fir.
ing linels at once  sub-divided again
into new units,  which admit of the
same direction and control of fire as the
original  units. The reason why oar
system  of five.diseipline has hitherto
gone no further than the elementary
principle of keeping the original fire.
units distincet as long as possible, ap-
pears to be as follows. Since the in-
troduction of extended order as fthe
fighting fromation of Infantry, we
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have had no ‘experlence of Europcan
warfare; we have only practised it on
the parad: ground, on peaceful field
days, nnd against barbarians. Conse-
quently it has hot been brought home to
us what must happen when the firing
line Is ehecked, perhaps for hours, as
frequently happened in 1870, In peace-
time, when the second line arrlves at
the firing Hne,as there is no hail of bal-
Iets to stop s Marther progress, it can
at once advance to the assault, ov the
“crase fire” sounds, consequently we
have not had to fight for hours with
the first and sceond lines intermingled.
But suppose an action against Euro-
pean troops armed with smokeless low
trajectory magazine vifles, Suppose
that as the second line arvives, reinfor.
cernents  also  arrive for  tihe enemy,
whost consequently increascd five-resis-
tance Deats back any attempt to gain
furth r ground for the present, and for.
c¢es the first and sceond lines to fight
on interminfgicd as one firing line.
Can anyone, after reading the records
of 1870, assert that such will not often
be the casc. Suppose that  fur-
ther reinforeements reached  the
intermingled firing-1ine, which enables
further ground to b gained indeed, but
still does not enable the enemy’s fire.
resistance to be broken down sufficient.
J¥ for the position to b assaulted.
Many instances could be quoted from
1870, tv show that this also was often
the ease. And what was the case in
1870 must also he the case in the com-
ing war, for improved rifles have not
made the attack across the last 500
yards any casicer. Must we not there-
fore prepare for the consequences of the
firing-linc being brought to a stand-
still for a cownsiderabls time, for ex-
perience proves that it frequently will
be brought to a standstill. We cean-
nol suppose that we shall he able lo
carry out an attack in battle aw we
carry one out parade ground,
without chreks, Alter we have arriv.
ed at the “first paralled,” further, pro-
gress will be the slow outcome of a
protracted fire-fight, during which
sieh reinforeements as arecive, unable
yet to advan e fucth ro mast n. cessur.iy
be intermingled with the troops al-
ready in the firlng-line. What else can
happen? Tet anyone who doubts think
it out for himself. I+t him imagine a
firing-linc checked : let him  imagine
himself coming up with rinforeements
and finding (he ground hn front swept
by so hot a fire that an attempt to
further
can he do but double up his men with
the troops already there; et him imag.
ine further reinnforcements being sent
up, in order to bhreak down this fire res.
ixtance; what ean they do but! rush up
and throw themselves down intermingl.
ed pelbmell with those already there.
How arc we to reduce suclh a pell-mell
to order, for vedueed 1o order it must
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advanee is beaten back—what

he, H the further attackeis to have
any force. Mantfestly we o can
oty  learn how to reduce it to
order by having warnt  how  to

do so through previoug training
i peace-time. We officers therefore
want plenty of practice in the pell-mell
so that we may be able to reduce it
to order with the ease of habit; and
our men want plenty of practice, &o
that they may not be astounded by the
confusion around, but may know exact.
ly what to do and what commands to
cxcept. The objeet of this ietter i not,
however, to enter into the detalls of
practising the pell-mell, which have
been already poluted ont in a former
letter, but merely to show that itx
practice Is necessary; that the reason
why we have not practised it hitherto
is heeause,in our peaceful exercises, our
firing-lin¢ has never yet been checkedd,
and our second line has never yet been
unable to pass on to the assault; and
that therefore the mecessity of practis.
‘ng the fir-t and s:cond lincs In tightirg
on Intermingled together has never yet
bern strongly brought home to us. Our
system of fire.discipline 18 excellent so
far as it goes, that Is to say, for the
first advance as far as the “first paral-
lel; but it Is incompicte, In that it
makes no provision for the firing-line
being brought (o a standstill for a
considerable time sowmewhere abhont the
~first parailel,” and for the reduction
1o order and control of the pellaeh
firing-l1ine, which must form the fight-
ing formation thencee and onwards.
STEWART MURRAY Lient.
Ist Batu. Gordon Highlanders.

Sir Fred. Middleton's Suppression
of Rebellion in the North-West |
Territories of Canada, 1885.

By General Siv Fred. Middleton.
Reprint ftom the United Service Magnzine.

The short campaizn in the North-West
Terrvitories of Canada in 1883 acaiust the
rebel French hali-bieeds and Indians under
tiel was remarkable as having  been car-
ried out sotely by colonial militia, who
had never sqen a shot fired in anger, with-
out the presence of any of the regulars
of the mother country, except the Gen-
eral Officer counn niling, his Nide-de-camp.
and a few otheis. Tt is tine a small part
of the fa ce employed consisted of some of
what is called the “Permanent Militia"—
regulatly eplisted men, who can compare
favorably with our repulars--but the main
part of (he forer consisted of the ordinary
militin of the country. men who had some
of them undercon~ the usual militia train-
ing, some of them having not even had
that. Thes* men had all been suddenly
cniled from the desk, the store, the
plough. and other eivil avoeations, to take
up arms agninst a far distant enemy, who
Lore the ckarncter of being wily and brave,
porfet hush-fighters, and good shots. That
these #ous of Canadn did their duty when
thus valted upon will. T trust, be made
clear in the follawing short account of
the campaign.

1 do not propose entering into  the causes
of the rising. and though the movementp
of the different columns were all made un-
der my dircctions and orders, I shall con-
finc myself principally to the relation of
the movements and actions of the column



