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Mirth's carcless, joyous, wild refrain ;
‘The joke, the song, the hunting stary,
Return in alt their vivid glory—
Green spats of Wiss, alas ! haw few,
My beautiful old bark canve !

I laok on thee and thivk upon

‘The happy days forever gone ,

1 miss, iow sadly, from my side

My spirit’s twin, my manhood’s pride,
Thu ready hand, the laving heart,

'I:hu sonl of ty own soul a part,

The geutle voice, the smite which gave
Me courage to be true and brave—

All 1hese were mine when thou wert new,
My beautiful old bark canoe!

WiLLiam PrrTsany Leer,
Ottawa, Nov. igth, 1832,

AN EXPLANAPION BY ML. WHITCHER.

Ridean Bank, Ottawa.
Dear Mr. Covreen,

Aftention is drawn (o eerlain passages in an
article in $%he Canadian Sportsmen il
Nuturalist, viz :—

CWhen Mr. Wiltnot  exhibited  bibs  fAshen  al
* Ottawa, the Editor of this Journal competed with 2
‘s collection of stuflvcl Toel-liahes [rom the Provinee of
way of (he Intler speeies were different from

e oxhibited by the former leman, Phe Quelwe
" fish cullection was otferad 10 the Fishieries Deparbment,
“at n rensonable price; (he offer being miule (hrough
S, Whitcher, who kucew th way t hargat
Sy bis requent, they wen ed aml left in Otltwa, to
“awnit a reply from  the Chief of thy Departent,
S Some daya afterwarvds nn nswer wan reeelved that the
¢ Department. hiad no money 1o purchase stuffed {ishes,
Sand the collection was Trought back to Monteent,
Sowhere it was bmedintely purchased by Dr. Sterry
*Huont awd presentad to Metiil! Colfoge Maseum. M.
SNl endearosred ta indaee Moo Whiteher In piie-
¢ edeawe the cotlert fopy und probably they tow regret not
* having secured it

The Tatter reference lo mys=elf is entirely in-
correct.  Your own reeullection of that occa-
sion should huve sngwested the inyprobability
of this mssertion. ) Yo

Please recall the faets :
were a professional exhibitor of stulled fishes
of your own Iuuliwork at the Dominion
Exhibition. Me. Wiliot was Presitlent of the
Associntion amd exlibited stufled fishes helong-
ing to the Government, entered in his own
mune. 1 objectad, through De. Sterey Hnnt,
to these Leing put in competition fur personal
prizes or medals; mueh 10 Mr. Willol's dis-
pleasure; and having failed to proteet your
industry in this way, [ promised 10 do what-
ever could be done towards securing your
valoable exhibit for this Depurtiment, and
asked you to delay shipment.  There ave, as
correctly slaterl in this article, no fumls pro-
vided for such purpose; bul as Mr. Wilmot's
speciniens had been procured out of tish-breed-
ing funds, and were thua placed on exhibition

o acguire your’s in the smne way through
him, and o correspondence was bl accord-
ingly.. Ile il not consider your’s worth
aequiring ad so reported, Tt was therefore
inconventent for the minister to anthorize the
prrchase, amd my proposal dropped. I under-
sload that the injnstice towarls you as u pro-
fesrionnd was somewhat softened by awarding
you o secomd prize; Lut the chief prizes and
goll or silver metlals went the way they were
probably intended from their ovigin,

By referring lu a recent number of the
Taronto Globe you will find it stated, in course
of an jnlerview with Mr. Wilmot, that he says
“no Taxidermist can be fonnd in Canada
“ whose work would uppear in a favorable
 light,” *or whose specimens (presimably
< of fish) are artistic enough ™ to be attractive,
This nceords with hig upivion of your’s. Un-
galified depreciation will doubtless be o sur
prise il not an amuseinent o many other
Tuxidermal actists besides yoursell; who are
ubliged to Taber in the business without sueh
public eneoragement or private patronage, as
1 ohier countries serve lo enhance the avy and
hinprove the produstions of Taxidermy.

I quite agree with the Sporlsmen and
Nulwralist that lacilities shonld be aflorded to
form & mnseam of aqguatic animnls; and L
have striven during zevarnd years past {o im-
press its importance on ofticial minds.  Time
passes rapidly el witl it many of the oppor-
tunjties o make a choice and finisheld colleet-
ion are alsy passing away.  The great repre-

senlative  spechinens  (partivulavly ot our
ichihyic Fuma) are fust disappearing.  We

find (he waut of =uch o sturchouse, as should
long since have been fbrmed, in connection
with Lhe fisheries serviee whenever thecountry
requives (o participale in public  displays.
Notubly i the present juncture, .

The article in question wlds, referring lo
the Tnternational Frsheries Bxhibition i~ We
“ kaow that Mr. Wilmot, of Neweastle, Ont.,
 has done his share w malke i sneeessful show,
“ bul soms one in the Depurtment is lo blame
4 for procrastinution und want of energy.” If the
reflection is mennt for my benelit—as most of
the editorial reilects on me personally —your
information un this point also is incorrect, as
1 have had nothing whatever to do with the
matied, beyond muking o {imely statement of
what was required to be done in order to do
justice to Cannda on so important and Lrying
an oceasion, oflering also some  practical

for prizes or medals to himself; my iden was | suggestions as far back as fnst winter, Mn



