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Arnongst the many discases wvhich have been particularly
studicd during the past year, twvo stand out more prominently than
the othecrs owing to the number of observers wvho have bcen at
wvork: i n investigati ng fli r origin, mode of spread, anci possible
prophylaxis-tiese tvo maladies are malaria and plague.

Mfalaria.-Nearly six years ago Dr. Patrick Manson broughit
forward the thcory that a certain species of mosquito is the carrier
of the malarial parasite. This suggestion bas passed the stage of
surmise and it may now bc considercd as a fact. he investiga-
tions of Dr. Patrick Manson, Professor Cclii, Professor Grassi,
P rofessor K och, Professor Bastianell1i, Pro fessor Bignami, iMajor
R. koss, I.M.S., and others have proved beyond doubt that malaria
is conveyed anci spread by means of certain species of mosquito,
and tChat flic essential link in tlic life-cycle (if the pa.rasite-the
means by îvhichi its existence is assured from year to year, in Italy
at least-is malarial man. The period of the year at wvhich malaria
is most prevalent corresponds to the times at ivhiicli the mos-
quitoes are most numerous. Older observers had noted that
malaria %vas most likely to be contracted about sun.3et and at night.
The anopheles lies hidden by day and pursues its search for food
.at nighit. Again, the aid observers ivere awvare that flic "mriasm
wvas often very limited and did flot extend to any great elevation.
Naturaiists know that tlic mosquito does not fly far from its birth-
place or mount high in the air. The various forms of the malaria
parasite have been dcmonstrated in the bodies of the anopheles.
An experimental proof of this theory xvas establishied by Mr. P.
Thurburn Manson, who submitted himself to be bitten by some
mosquitoes of this species xvhich had been forwvarded to England,
with the resuit that he becàme infectcd wvith an attaclc of tertian
fever. Experiments equally important wvere carricd out by Dr.
L. Sambon and Dr. G. C. Lowv, Signor Terzi, and two Italian
servants in the Roman Campagna at a spot known to be intenscly
malariai. By taking every precaution against the bite of the
mosquitoes they remained entirely free fromn infection, in markcd
contrast to their neighbors, wvho wvere either iii wvich fever or had
suffcred malarial attacks. -Most of the investigations hitherto,
carricd out have becn confined to the malarious districts of 1,taly.
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