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“We publish to-day, the Penal law, as it has finally
passed. throuzh the Iouse of Commons. It will be
scen, that owing to the adoption of the amendments,
preposed by Sir I, Thesiger, the Bill has assumed a
perfectly new appearance. These amendinents ex-
tend the penalties, “ to putting in use, ary Dulls or

escripls, Lietters Apostolic, or any other document
whatsoever, from Rome;” they also authorise private
individuals, with the consent of the Attorney General,
Ao prosecute. In spite of the opposition of Lord
John Russell, these amendments were carried by large
majorities. A still more violently Protestant amend-
ment, proposed by DMr. Miles, on the consideration
of the report, and again, by Mr. Freshfield, upon the
third reading, the purport of which was, to render all
parties convicted under this Act, liable to transporta~
tion, or:banishment, from the United Xingdom, fell
to the ground. We are almost inclined to regret
this j for the worse the provisions of the BIill, the
hetter; and the more ultra-Protestant the spirit of
its details, the more strenuous will be the opposition
offered by the Catholics of Ireland to their enforce-
ment. Another amendment, by Mr. Grattan, to the
.effect that the title of the Bill should be altered, and
that it should go forth to the world for what it is
really intended to be-—*an Act to prevent the free
exercise of the Catholic refligion”—though approved
of by Sir J. Graliam, was not pressed to a division.
The result of the debate on. the 4th inst., was, that
the Bill of Pains and Penalties against the Bishops,
Clergy, and Laity, of Christ’s Church, passed its
third rcading in the House of Commons; by a majority
of 223—the numbers being, 263 to 40. B

As it is not likely that the Bill will encounter
much opposition, or undergo any considerable modifi-
‘cation in the Upper House, we may salely conclude,
that we have now before us the fully developed mea-
sure of iniquity, which the middle classes of Ingland,
in the wanton exercise of their power, have thought
fit to inflict upon the Church of God, and the Catho-
lics of the United Kingdom. We may now look
upon the Bill as a fadt accompli ; the {ruits of the
victory won after many a hard fought field in 1829,
‘have been lost in *51; there remains, however, to the
Catbolics of Great Britain and Ireland, the great
example set them by the men, to whose gallant exer-
tions Emancipation, then conceded, but now retracted,
was due. 'The same tactics to which that victory
was owing, will ensure victory again, Ireland is en-
feebled, it is true.—Long years of persecution have
made fearful havoc amongst her sons; but the memn-
ory of the great man—the Liberator of his country-
men~—has not, and can never perish, It is, thereflore,
a good idea to fix upon the 6th of August, the birth-
day of Daniel O’Connell, as the day for the aggre-
gate meeting of the Catholics of Ireland, to concert
measures for' the defence of their religious liberties,
so grievously outraged. Not only will it be the most
appropriate tribute, that a grateful people can pay to
the memory of their illustrious leader, but it will be
the best guarantee to the Protestants of IEngland,
1hat the spirit which animated the great Liberator dur-
ing his life, still, after his death, conlinues to animate
his gallant countrymen ; that the same invincible de-
termination, to submit to no encroachments upon the
rights of the Church, still exists in Ircland ; and that
‘the shout of agitation shall once again be heard, from
one end of the land to the other. Agitation and Ob-
struction, such are the politics of the peaple of Treland,
until the Penal laws'shall be finally erased from the
Statute Book. Agitation to procure their repeal,
and Obstruction, to render impossible their enforce-
ment, constitute now, the first political duties of
every Catholic of the British Empire,: wheresoever
he may be, and in whatsoever station of life he may
be placed.

By the following portion of the editorial of the
Tablet of the 5th inst., it will be seen that the
remittance of ihe Montreal Branch of the Catholic
Defence Association, has reached the hands of His
Grace, the Primate of Ireland. We are happy to
be able to announce, that since the Jast remittance,
additional subscriptions to the funds of the Socicty
have been reccived, of which an account; with the
subseriber’s names, will be shortly published :—

It is with feelings of noordinary satisfaction that we
give a prominent place 1o the following noble address,
which his Grace ‘the Primate of all Treland has just
received from the Secretary of the Montreal Brmmfl of
the Catholic Defence Society:

4 TO HIS GRACE THE PRIMATE THE MOST REV. TUE
LORD IISHOPF OF ARMAGH, &c.

¢ Montreal, 14th June, 1850, No. 5,
Lo Litle St. James Street.

_f¢May it please your Grace—In obedience to the
unanimous ‘wish of the Montreal Branch of the Catho-
lic Defence Assoeiation, I have the honor to transmit
ta your Grace in their'behall, the enclosed bill of ex-
change of one hundred and eixty-eight pounds fifteen
shillings currency; of ‘the value of one hundred and
~ thirty-five pounds sterling, to be applied towards the
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erection of the Catholic Universiiy,
your Grace will do:the Society the:favor io-acknow-

|ledge!its reception. . I'am further insiructed to inform

rour Grace, that the Society-has been butlately-organ-

‘[ 1sed, that the;}:rese_nt Temittanee i8 the first. fruit of its
| existence, and: . .

|tion . with .its, establishments are. finally. completed,
| other remittances will be promptly forwarded, not only

that when the arrangements ia, connec-

from Montreal,
golony. . .. . . el oo
. In the meantime, permit me to assure your Giace,
that the Catholies of this city; and; I'may safely add,
of Canada, regard.your noble undertaking with 1o or-

but also from vériqu‘o'ther p_ar,;s_ of the

dinary interest ; -not only in consideration of the mighty

influence it is destined to exercise, nor because its ac-
complishment will afford another undeniable proof of
the triumph of Catholicity, but because it will teach the
Government of ‘Englaud, .powerful though it be, that
the .Catholic Church is still more powerful, and that
she has but to speak to.command the attention, and
ensure the obedlence of her millions of children
throughout the universe, ‘

Anxiously, then, shall we await the day, and fer-
vently do we hape and pray thal your Grace will live
to witness it, when the Catholic University, based
upon the Faith and piety of the one true Chureh, shall
present itself, in all its beauty and splendor, “under
your wise and judicious government, 2 monument of
your indefatigable zeal for the glory of God, an orna-
ment and an hanor to the Christian world, and a tower
of strength to Old Ireland.—I have the honor to be,
your Grace’s most humble and obedient servant,

¢ Bersarp Drviiy, Corresponding
Secretary, Montreal Branch of the Catholic
Defence Association.”

‘We have read of late very few documents of 2 more
encouraging tenor than this letter. To take the topies
of their order:—The very subslantial subseription of
£135, from a remote city in another continent; the
cheering information that this is only a first instalment,
orly the beginning of the labors of tlie Montreal Catho-
lies, and that the other parts of this great colony will
be stirred, and are being stirred, to lend their aid; the
simple expression of the lofty motive which has ani-
mated their exertions, and which gives a value to their
gift, far beyond the market price of the bill of exchange
—all these things are deeply significant, and supply
whatever proof is wanting—it, indeed, any proof were
wanting—of the depth and richness of the soil in which
this seed of a Catholic University has been cast; of
the wide exient of ground into whichit is free to strike
its roots, and from which it will draw nourishment ;
and of the lofty, majestic, and spreading branches
which it will send ont towards every corner of the
heavens; which it will wave in triomph in every
breeze ; which will gladden and grow freshly in the
sun of heaven’s grace and radiance ; and which, gene-
ration after generation, will afford covert and shelter to
thousands of noble spirits, who, under its shade, will
receive nurture and discipline, and will gather from it
the wholesome fruit which God will make it abund-
antly supply.

This event, trifling as it may seem to some, is to us
an omen of good days to come from this ill-fated Jand.
The old days of Ireland’s real significance and useful-
ness, are about to be transcendantly restored to her.
Instead of remaining—as she has been ignominiously
described—a beggar, carrying her sores fo the door of
every country of the world, she is about—it may be
not to beconie very great in worldly prosperity, not to
dazzle by the greatness of her arts-and arms, by the
power of her fleets, the extent of her commerce, and
the magnificence of her eities—bnt, having breathed
a little from the long agony by which she has been
afllicted, having raised herself from the dunghill, co-
vered herself with decent garments, taken into her
mouth the bread of strength, and annointed her hezd
with the oil of gladness—she is about to resume her
old function in the history of the world, and 1o be the

school and teacher of the nations reund about.
- L - - - » » -

* »

Does any one imagine that the support said to be
obtainable from these distant countries exists more in
faney than in fact, and will not in reality be forth-
coming? If he does, let him not hastily dismiss the
recollection that few men understand both sides of the
water beiter than the Archbishop of New York ; that
few men are so wholly skilled as he has proved him-
self in the measurement of what is practical and
feasible; and that his Grace pledges himself, that
large supplies of funds and students will come to Ive-
land from America ; and that his opinion of the im-
portance of the University to America is so ereat, that
he is willing to interrupt his own most cherished local
project~his cathedral—in order.to give it all the
assistance in hispower. It is impossible to misunder-
stand, and difficult to overrate the value of this fact.
. » * » - - - + - .

The encouragements of the Archbishop of New York,
and the first [ruits from Montreal, show that, at least,
assistance from without will not be wantinyg 1o us.

PROTESTANT FAITH.

Together with the ZToronto Mirror, the Truk
Wirness has called forth the indignation of the
Kingston British Whig, for having used insulting
language “against the Proiestant Faith.”? We
find it very difficult to defend ourselves from a charge
of this nature, owing to its vagueness, or perhaps .to
our ignorance of what is, «ihe Protestant Faitl,.”
As through the exercise of hospitality, some have
entertained angels, unawares, it may so happen that
through ignorance, we have spoken slightingly of the
Protestant Faith, unawares. By this candid ac-
knowledgment of our ignorance, we fear that e
shall have the misfortune to offend, still more deeply,
the Editor of the British Whig. And yet we see
not, why e should be ashamed of it, or why we, as
Catholies, should be better acquainted with the com-
mon Taith of Protestantism, than are Protestants
themselves. It was but the. other day that Dr. Phil-
potts, the government Bishop of Exeter, asked, what
is the Protestant Faith? and there was found no man
able to answer him. Many other Protestants.are in
a similar predicament. Flallam, the learned historian
of the middle ages, an authority to whom no Protes-
tant can object, could find no surer Protestant rule
of faith than the law of the land.  Speaking of the
variations of Protestantism, when first it broke out,
he says:— :

“ By what Jight a Protestant was to steer, mizht be
a problem which, at that time, as ever since, ivould

perplex a theologian 1o decide ; but in practice, the

with:a request:that

1, which established one exclusive mode
of faith, was’the .only safe, as,. in-ordinary. circum-
.stances.'it ‘was, -vpun- the: whole, . the .most ;eligible
guide.”. .. e

law of the land,

~ But.even .this throws but little light upon thé ob-
scurities of  Protestant - Faitlh ;' the "faw .of the Jand
can make only a national, or local faith, and it would
‘be - unfair to dignify, the faith by law established in

Scotland, Sweden, and other Protestant countries, by

Then, again, if we'turnr from -national faiths to the
opinions of the numerous sects, we have the same
difficulty to-contend with.' One sect recognises the
confession of Augsburg, as “the Protestant Faith;
another, the confessionr of Westminster. Some men
.swear by the visions of Swedenborg ; whilst others
again put their trust in Joe Smith and the golden
plates, or the ravings of Johanna Southeote.

it possible ‘to decide which is the Protestant T'aith?
One man says: Lo! itis here; another, Lo! it is
there; we have. not the presumption to set ourselves
up to judge betwixt them. We cannot be expected
to call the opinions of one sect—the Protestant
Faith—to the exclusion of the opinions of all other
sects, or to makeany invidious distinctions betwixt
them, as if any one sect were not quite as good as
another. It is so perfectly immaterial, what men out
of tlie Church believe or. disbelieve, that it is unne-
cessary for the Catholic to make any distinction
betwixt the professors of one form of heresy or of
another ; (his we leave to the Protestants them-
selves: meanwhile, we look on, amused at their
squabbles, and not without amazement
Too#* *+ * that such diflerence should be,
'Twixt Tweedle-dum and Tweedle-dee.”’
Before, therefore, that the British Whig can
make good against us his charge of insulting the Pro-
testant Ifaith, it is incumbent upon him to prove,
that there is, or can be, such a thing, i rerum ne-
tura, and strictly to define, what is the faith which
he accuses us of having insulted? Iallam, as we
have seen, admits, that to do this would perplex a
theologian ;* but the Editor of the British Whig,
not being a theologian, as he himself indeed very un-
necessarily informs us, feels no perplexity in the ac-
complishment of the task, but boldly rushing in where
theologians would fear to tread, propounds the follow-
ing novel definition of the Protestant Faith :—
“The Protestant Faith, is the faith professed and
taught by the disciples of Christ, shewn forth in the
Nicene Creed.” By the Nicene Creed we suppose is
meant the creed commonly called by that name, com-
prising the additions made to it by councils subsequent
to the Council of Nice, and the later addition of the
Filiogue. If, therefore, the British Whig means
to accuse us of having spoken slightingly or dis-
paragingly of the faith shown forth in that creed,
we indignantly repel the charge; we defy him, or any
one else, to adduce a single passage from the TruE
Wirness,in which the faith,shewn forth in the Nicene
Creed, is treated with insult, or'the least disrespect;
and if the Protestant Taith, is sndeed the faith-shewn
forth in the Nicene Creed, we deny having ever
insulted the former. As Catholics, we Lonor and
revere that creed ; it is to us as the TWord of Glod ;
of the Holy Spirit speaking by the mouth of the
pastors of Christ’s infallible Church ; and if through
miisconception on the part of any of our readers, or
of carelessness of expressian on our part, we have
ever seemed to speak disrespectfully of the ¢ Faith
shewn forth in the Nicene Creed,” we most sincerely
regret it, and if the fault be ours, we do maost humbly
beg pardon for the same, of God, whom we have
offended, and of man, whom we have scandalised.
Butis the * Faithshewn forth in the Nicene Creed”
the Protestant Faith? That is to say, Is the Nicene
Creed the exponent of the faith of all Protestants?
Is it accepted by all the sects? Is a belief in its
doctrines the essence, the Sine qua non of Protest-
antism? We think we can hear the shouts of
thousands, and of tens of thousands of zealous Protest-
ants, protesting indignantly against the creed or faith
imputed to them Ly the British Wihig; or will
our cotemporary tell us, that men who reject the
¢ Faith shewn forth in the Nicene Creed ” are not
Protestants? If he does, he will at one stroke deprive
Protestantism of all the most virtnous and learned
names of which it has been accustomed.to boast.
Was not John Milton a Protestant? Was not
Chillingworth a Protestant? Was not Sir Tsace
Newton a Protestant? Locke, Channing, were not

Nicene Creed, as an expression of their faith?
Which of them believed in the Consubstantiality of
the Son to the Tather, or in the Personality of the
Holy Spirit? How many Protestants are there, who
believe in One Holy, Cathalie, and Apostolic Church,
or who so much as understand what is meant by that
passage in the Nicene Creed? If questioned, they
will answer readily enough, as to what they dont be-
lieve by it, for Protestan{sare rare hands at a negation,
but few amongst them, so much as know, whetlier there
be One Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church, in
which to believe, or no.  'With the exception of a
small body of Anglicans, we should like to know how
many Protestants there are at the present day who
confess, ¢ One baptism for the remission of sins.”
The Nicene Creed the, faith of Protestants indeed !
It is the Editor of the Britidh Whig who in-
sults the Protestant Faith, by such a vain assump-
tion. It is he wlo really renders Protestantism
ridiculous, by attributing to it Faitk at all. Pro-
testants may have, impressions, opinions, but they
cannot have Faith, because Faith can exist, only where
there is certainty, and certainty pre-supposes infalli-
bility. Protestantism is 2 denial, a negation, and
nothing more ; when it pretends to assume ‘ilie attri-
butes of an affirmation it becomes ridiculous, because

the name of the Protestant-Faith (par. excellence.).

‘to lay claim

‘Amongst so many, and'so conflicting opinions, how is.

they Protestants? And did any of them accept ‘the

it pretends.to be what it is not, and what by its very.

-egsence it never'can be.  ‘The’ass, 's0:long a5 he-was

.content;to be, ghdvl‘o’ok like an'ass; was not ridicwons ;

-he-became so,only: when lie put on tlve. lion’s hide ; for
it is pot by being what they are, but.by pretending to

be what-they are not, that men and socictics: become

ridiculous. . Thus Protestantism is ridiculous, when

not content with denying, it pretends to affirm some-

and. oF § : w established in | iying - when not satisfied with-opinions; it
England, or the different faiths by Taw established in [ foxs g iay, Lobsioned Wit opunzons, It pretends to

have. Faith; and dignifies the extravagancies of- its
votaries with the name of religion:; and above all is
Protestantism ridiculous, when forgetful of the basc-
ness-of its origin, and not content with- the possession
of the riches- of this world, the acquisition of which it
facilitates by the sensuality .ard worldly mindedness
which it engenders, it presumes to-Jook beyond cotton
mills and steam engines; hardware and dry goods, and

: ‘to the inkeritance of the kingdom of

Heaver. - . .
Not in the Nicene Creed, but in the motto designed

for the Great Industrial Exhibition, would we seek an

exponent of the Protestant Faith. ¢ The progress -
of the Iruman race, resulting from the common labor
of all-men,” and not the kingdom of God and His jus-
tice, is there declared to be “ the final object of each
individualy” by promoting which the will of Gad is
most effectively carried out. This we take to be the
best, and. the only declaration of the Protestant Faith
on record ; one in which Protestants of every hue

-will agree, which Lutheran and Calvinist, Arminian,

Antinomian, Quaker, Presbyterian, Shaker, Mormon-
ite, Jumper, Baptist, Methodist and Congregational-
ist, will all readily sign. It is a Faith, the object of
wlich is Man, instead of God, and by which the
development of wmaterial prosperity is propounded as
the great end of all human exertions.

¢¢ EccresrasticAL  Corrorations. —The Montreal
[Fitness objects 1o our statement that the Roman Catlro-
lic Bishops are by law entitled to hold property to an
unlimited amount, and says that the True Witness
recently quoted the very words of the Aet, Incorporating
the R. C. Bishaps, an({each af their Corporations sale
is limited to £5000 revenue. If the True Wilness did
50, it quoted wrong. The Act we alluded to is Sth
Vic., eap. 82, and our conternporary will see that it not
only gives power 1o the existing R. C. Bishops to hold
property to an unlimiled extent, but gives the same
power to any other Bishops who may hereafter be cre-
ated by the Pope.”— Toronto Globe.

“We call the altention of the True TWilness to the
above circumstantial deuinl of its assertion. The case
as stated by the.Qlobe is absolutely fearfu], and we
cannot express surprise enough that legislators could
be found to grant such powers.”—2Montreal Witness.

We call the attention of the Moutreal Witness
to our issue of the 23wl May, and beg of him to
recollect that we are not responsible for the false
quotations which he imputes to us, and the absurdities
which he makes ns utter. Writing in May last, and
pointing out the dishonest, but very Protestant course
adopted by the Patriot, we quoted two Acts, the first
8th Vie., cap. 82, the second 1244 Vic., cap. 136.
The first of these, we contended, gave to the Catholic
Bishops of Toronte and of Kingston, alone, the same
privileges, as had by the 7tk Vic., cap. 68, been
previously conferred upon the Anslican Bishops and
Church Socicties of Quebee and LToronto ; the right
to hold property, without restrictions as to the amount.
Our object was to prove from the dates of the passing
of these Acts, that nothing had been conferred upon
Catholic, but what liad previously been conferred
upon Protestant, Bishops. 'We then, with the inten-
tion of refuting another falsehood of the Patriot, to
the cffect, that by the Act 12t Vie., cap. 136, the
Catholic Bishops of Quebec, Montreal and Bytown,
are empowered to kold real estate to an unlimited
extent, cited the 6th clause of the Actitself, by which
these Corporations are prevented from holding real
esiate, above the annual value of £5000. In this
statement, or in any other statement “which we have
ever made, we dely the Montreal TWitness, or the
Globe, to detect an error. The facts are, as we
stated them, and are not, as stated by the Globe and
Monireal Witness. The former says that the
R. C. Bishops, leaving, of course, his readers to
understand thereby @Z/ the Catholic Bishops, bath of
Upper and Lower Canada, aré authorised to hold real
property to an unlimited extent. This, which is true,
as we stated on the 23rd May, of the Catholic
Bishops of Toronto and Kingston, is false when
applied to the other Catholic Bishops of Canadaj;
and this the Editor of the Giobe well knows, only his
zeal for droad Protestant principles venders him
indifferent to the principles of common honesty. The
Idontreal Witness quotes falsely, aets himsell con-
tradicted, and then has the impudence to call our
attention to the fact. We know not whether to
admire the more, his impudent mendacity, or the
quibbling of the Globe. Arcudes ambo.

We read in the Montreal Witness, an account of
the misconduct of a Catholic clergyman in the United
States, and his suspension by the Bishop. "We do
not ‘believe the charge, because we know how little
reliance can be placed upon any statements made iu
Lvangelical papers ; with them a lie is only discredit-
able, when, as in the case of Maria Monk, it is dis-
covered. Still we do not assert the story to be false,

.Lecause ve know that therc are occasionally bad and

infamous men admitted to Holy Orders; were it
otherwise, there would be no apostates, or Priest’s
Protection Society, In this case, therefore, we sus-
pend our judgment, until we can gather from the
American journals, facts, upon which we can rely.
Il the story de true, we can only congratulate the
Protestant ‘Faith, upon the prospect of a speedy
addition to the number of its professors; for with such
men as this priest is described to be, are the ranks of
Protestantism recruited ; and we would recommend
him to the particular attention of the French Canadian
Missionary Society,as one well adapted to-be admitted
a wufember, and agent of that very hoporable -and

s



