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taxation for a system of national education, is equally
valid for compulsory taxation for a system of national
religion. If we are told that religion comprises
matters of opinion, but education matters of fact ; we
“answer that religion is not of opinion, but of

_revelation, and, therefore, to say the least, as much
a matter of factas is the truth of any proposition in
Euclid. _

" 'We would correct an error into which the Pilot
has fallen, in stating that we have ¢ surrendered our
right to reason and judge ? on matters decided by the
Church.  'We have not surrendered the right, simply
because we never possessed it. The Church is the
channel, the medium through which God makes
known Ifis will to man. To reason upon tihe
decisions of the Church, is to reason upon God’s
expressed word, and this right, as before Gop, no
man possesses. Adam claimed it when lie reasoned
within himself against God’s word—saying to himself,
« gurely if I cat this apple I shall not die.” So
following out the principle of private judgment, he cat
that apple,and committed the first Protestaut act which
this earth witnessed ; though Heaven had previously
witpessed the protest of Satan and his angels against
the despotism of God. We know the result.

Another point which the Pilot does not scem to
understand clearly, is—that despotism does not mean
_simply submission to authority, but submission to
sllegal authority. Before, then, he can accuse the
suthority of the Church as despotic, he must prove
that it is illegal, that it is not from God ; unless, in-
deed, he is prepared to maintain that Godis a tyrant,
and the abselute authority with which Ile ruleth all
things in Heaven and upon earth, be a despotism,
because it is absolute and irresponsible.

A LAME ATTEMPT AT PROSELYTISM.

On Sunday evening last, 2 young woman who has
rot been long in Montreal was on her way to St.
Patrick’s Church, but on reaching the door of Zioa
Church she Jost her latitude, and inquired of a person
whom she there met ewhick was St. Patrick’s
Church. The answer was, “ Would no other church
do you but St. Patrick’s?”  To which the girl re-
plied, ¢ Why, to be sure any Catholic Church would
do me just as well.” & ‘Would’nt this one khere do 77
« Is it a, Catholic Church?’ ¢ Oh not at all—it's a

" Protestant church.” % Well, then, it won’t do !”
and the girl was going off, when the pious gent.
thought fit to attack the religion she professed, telling
ber she was blind, and ignorant, and so on, and finally
putting a Bible into her hand, he point(_:d to the
lettering on the back, (by the light of Mount Zion
lamp) and told her to remark well that it was the foly
Bible, which Jer priests wouldnt let her have. So
he went up the steps into Zion Church, thinking, we
suppose, that he had made a convert,—the Missionary
Record usually reckons its converts by the number of
Bibles distributed—and the girl went on ber way to
8t. Patrick’s. "When the service there was over,
she showed the precious gift she had received, and we
can certify that the occurrence afforded rare. sport
that evening. She would have put the mutilated
Bible in the fire but that it was suggested to her lo

keep it as proof. The name Richard Cowan is

* written on one side of the fly leaves, with the

additional information that the volume was given said

Richard by I'rancis Dougall. 'Who Richard or

Francis is we know not, but the Bible lies at this

office awaiting its ovwner—that is, if he be not ashamed
to come for it. 'We would advise the poor man,
whoever he be, to let Catholies alone for the future.

Lord Beaumont, a s%-disant Cathalic, has written
a letter to Lord Zetland, condémning the conduct of
Christ’s vicar on carth, and approving of that of
T.ord Jobn Russell. It is rumared that Tord Beau-
mont will be rewarded with the governorship of Malta.
-His Lordship has gone cheap, very reasonable indeed,
considering that there are not many such Catholics
in the market.

8everal articles unavoidably omitted from want of
reom.

‘We thankfully acknowledge the receipt of the
following amounts :—Rev. Bernard J. Higgins, our
agent at Norwood, £1 ; Mr. Mich. Campion, Russel-
town Flats, £1 11s. 3d.

PROTESTANTISM IN THE UNITED
STATES.

1% the Editor of the True Witness and Catholic Chronicle.

My Dear Sy—In my letter of last week I called
attention to the startling fact that in a population of
above 20,000,000 of souls in the United States of
America, the whole. number of those professing any
form of religion is only 5,000,000, and that of these
ever- 1,600,000 are Catholics. 'This state of things
exists in a country where we are accustomed to sup-
pose, that under a system of mild laws, gencrally
diffused education, and universal religious toleration,
Protestant Christianity has been enabled to develop
itself as in no other country in-the world.- In all other
Protestant nations it is a system supported by the
strong arm of the temporal power, and it was reserved
for the United States, without a national church,

“without any provision for the religious education of
its subjects, to test under the most favorable circum-
stances, the power of Protestantism as a religious
system ;. to let each sect stand upon the ground of its
own: merits, and to realise for.the first time -the
-unfettered results of the rule, of private judgment. . -
.- Thhis- liberty has been {ully. exercised ; for if -we

except the early intolerance and persecutions of the
New England Puritans towards the unfortunate Bap-
tists and Quakers, no sect has ever had any reason for
complaint ; all denominations, (with the exception of
the Catholics,) have preached their own dogmas, how,
when and where they pleased,without Jet or hindrance ;
and if we find certain sects prevailing to a greater or
less extent in different states, it is generally an order
of things introduced by the original seitlers.

In the Northern and Tastern states, the Presby-
terians and Congregationalists or Independents, holding
similar dogmas, are the dominant seets; the latter
form of government being introduced by the Puritans
themselves, who, as it is well known, in their hatred
of Episcopal rule, threw off all ecclesiastical authority,
and every form which savored of Popery or Ipisco-
pacy. Their fathers knelt in prayer with their faces
towards the altar; the Puritan stood wpright and
turned his back to the pulpét, which has usurped the
place of the altars. They bowed in deference to
those in authority ; the Puritan bent not his knee even
before Almighty God; they with pious solicitude
followed the remains of their departed friends to
their resting places, breathing a prayer for the repose
of the deparled soul ; the Puritan committed the vile
dust to the earth without a prayer!

Nurtured in this proud and gloomy formalism,
which consisted in repressing every form which to the
devout soul naturally suggested itsell as becoming
man in the presence of his God ; and jmbued with the
dismal and revolting doctrines of Calvin, the Puritans
founded the churches of New LEngland, to which, as
a type of a large portion of American Protestantism,
my remarks will have more especial reference.

Tnter on Sunday morning a country church in New
England, and you will find the huge bleak inclosure,
with its bare white walls, and its square upright pesws,
{iled witl a large assembly of people of both sexes
and of all ages ; orif in a crowded city you turn aside
into some stately Grecian or Gothic temple, with its
oaken carvings and stained windows, with sofa seats
and carpetted floors, you will equally find there wealth
and fashion in the gayest of holiday eostumes, filling
the church. Surely you will think that those are
mistaken who have represented the religion of tlis
people as so fearfully degenerate. But wait until the
long sermon is, concluded, for it is the day for the
monthly or quarterly cclebration of the Xucharist or
“ the Sacrament,” as it is commonly called, even by
those who deny to it all sacramental efficacy. The
greater part of the congregation leave the house,
except some of the curious, who linger in the 'side
pews, and of the congregation of 500 or 600, sixty
or eighty remain in the pews along the middle aisle,
as communicants, while bread and wine are handed
about the church.

I said bread and wine; but I ask pardon of 800
clhurches, who boast in their total abstinenee zeal,
that wine is excluded from their tables! Water, and
I am credibly informed, in some churches coffee and
lemonade are substituted ¢ for the [ruit of the vine.”

But to return; it isin the strangely significant de-
parture of seven-eights of the congregation before
this ceremony, that you will find an explanation of the
apparent discrepaney which perplexes you. If you
inquire the reason of it, you are told that these arc
not Christians, (such is a common form of speech)
or are not professors of religion. Yes, it is too true,
that of the erowd who have listened to the sermon,
and who gave an intellectual assent to the general
doctrines of Christianity, as there taught, the vast
majority have no definite hope of salvation, and in
fact are to all intents and purposes, heathens!

But you will ask are not these baptised? No!
although the Presbyterians and Congregationalists,
with the Pedo-baptist sects generally, profess to
believe in the lawfulness and propriety of infant bap-
tism, it has fallen to a great extent info disuse.

When it began to be regarded as no more a
sacrament for the remission of sins, although still
spoken of by ministers as an act of dedication to God,
it grew to be associated only with the idea of giving
a child a name, and so the infant was christened at
home, and the services of a minister dispensed with.
And now many professed Christians, who are nominally
Pedo-baptists, will ridicule infant baptism as super-
stitious, and a “relic of Popery;” and it is no
uncommon thing to see the whole family of devout
parents growing up, not uninstructed, it is true, in
some sort of theology, but unbaptised !

Lest my statements should be questioned, I refer
to the Reports of the General Assembly of the
Presbyterian  Church, who report in May 1848,
192,022 communicanis, and 9,837 infants baptised
during: the previous year, or about one to twenty. In
the Presbytery of Albany there were 4,173 com-
municants, and 125 infants baptised, or one to thirty-
three. Dr. Spring’s church, of New York city,
reported 668 communicants, and 26 infants baptised
during the year, and Dr. Boardman’s, of Philadelphia,
432 communicants and one infant baptised.

Tor the churches in New England, where I well
know that a similar state of things exist, I have no
precise statistics. As a means of comparison, to
show the proportion which the baptised infants should
bear to the communicants, I may state that in the
Tipiscopal clnrch where infant baptism is strictly
observed, the diocese of New York reports for 1848,
13,186 communicants, and 2,658 infants baptised, or
oze to five. -

Thus, as the doctrine of baptismal regeneration is
lost sight of, and this solemn. act is no-longer locked
upon as a sacrament for the remission of sins, has the
Divine ordinance passed into neglect, and the com-
mand of our blessed Lord, « Suffer little children to

‘come unte Me, and forbid them not,”” is.shamefully

violated by the professedly Christian parent, who
witltholds from the child that God las given him, the
gift of salvation, and shuts-the doors of the Kingdom.
of Heaven upon his own, offspring ! . ‘

In another letter I may continue this subject, and
trace the effects of the neglect of this sacrament upon
the religious character of the people. .

X AVIERTS.

Montreal, Dec. 17, 1S50.

Lorp TIELDING AND THE DPROTESTANTS.—A
singular correspondence has taken place between the
Protestant Bishop of St. Asapl’s and Lord Ficlding
in reference to the splendid chureh which that noble-
man is building at his own expense, and on which he
has already expended :£10,000. Dr. Vowler Short,
the Bishop in question, writes to his Lordship saying
that the churcl, when it was commenced, was intend-
ed by Ficlding for an Episcopalian church, and that
therefore he ought to keep his word and give it to
them. Ile, moreover, professes 1o remind Lord
Fielding that the church was built partly by ‘a testa-
meniary disposition of Lady Ewmma Dennant, the
mother of Lady Fielding, who left, Dr. Short says
some six or seven thousand pounds for the purpose.,
Lord Tielding replies that the sum left by Lady
Lmma Pennant, (three thousand pounds and not seven
thousand,) was left 1o be applied to chureh purposes
according to the judgment of her daweghter, Lady
Ficlding, and morcover, that this money had yet
been untouched, it not yet having become available,
hut depending on the falling in of certain annuities.
e moreover tells the Protestant Bishop that, bav-
ing by God’s grace discovered that Anglicanismn is a
wretched heresy, and that the Catholic Church is the
only true one, he will certainly not devote money
which is his own to the advancement of error, but to
the furtherance of truth and of the glory of God.
"The Ietter is very courteous in its language.

CANADA NEWS,

We understand that the Medical Commissioners
have reported the convict Shutls to be insane.

Dreaprur MurDER.—We regret that it falls
to our lot to record in this nmnber an acconct of a
cold-blooded murder commiticd on Sunday night
fast, upon the person of Robert Barry of Admaston.
The particulars of this fearful tragedy, as they bave
reached us, are these :—On the day previous to the
murder, a person called upon him to borrow a lorse,
which he came for on Monday morning, but found
the door of the house fastencd. Ie, with others,
whose suspicions were aroused, burst open the door
—found Barry lying on his hed with his armns across
his breast, and his brains knocked out, apparcntly
with an axe. One Francis Bear and his wile were
living with Barry, he being a bachelor up to the
time of his murder. Suspicion rested upon Bear and
his wife, from the fact of Barry’s horse and sleigh
being missing, and their having disappeared. Darties
went in persuit of tliem, and information was forward-
ed to Sherif Dickson, who hmmediately went in
pursuit of the fugilives, where he understood they
had relatives, and found Bear and his wife in the
custody of Mr., James Fraser, Deputy Sheriff of
Bytown, and James Coulter, They were lodged in
the County gzol on Wednesday last, to stand their
trial for the offence with which they are charged.—
Buthurst Couricr.

Lxecurion or WrB.—The prisoner Webb,
convicted at the Jast assizes, of the murder of Mr.
Brennan, and sentenced {o be execnted, suffered the
extreme penalty of Lhe law on Tuesday, the 10th inst.
A large concourse of spectators, about 2,000,
assembled around the jail, and numbers occupied
more distant points, from whence the execution could
be witnessed.—JIengston paper.

SHERBROOKE GOING AuEAD.—Woe understand
that our enterprising and successful townsmarn, Adam
Lomas, Esq., proprietor of the Woolen FFactory, has
just returned from Quelec, when he has made ar-
rangements for the importation, next spring, of a large
quantity of Australian and Scotch wool.” We may
therefore expect his Factory will turn out, not only
better and finer cloths, but be able in future, to sup-.
ply the increasing demand for donestic manufacture.
We congratulate Mr. Lomas on his success, and trust
this new enterprise will fulfil his utmost expectations.
—Stherbrooke Gazette.

Turee Rivers, Dec. 13th—The Lake has taken
near Port St. Franeis.—Woeather continues very
cold.

Tae WEeATHER-—Winter has at last arrived.
Since Tuesday last the lowering appearance of the
clouds gave indications of a snow storm, which com-~
menced on Saturday and continued until Monday
night last. The sleighing is now capital.—Kingston
Herald.

The weather from having been intensely cold has
become remarkably. mild. At 8 o’clock on Wednes-
day morning last the: thermometer marked 2 © below

13° below; on Saturday zero and snow falling. It
continued snowing all Saturday, and the thermometer
had risen by tlie afternoon to 20 © ; yesterday the
mercury at noon stood at 22 © ; and this morning it
stands at 30 < and snows lightly. It was said apont
had' formed a Carouge on Friday last, but that it
keld: only a very short time.—Quebec Chronicle.
The Scarlet Fever and putrid sore throat—that
terrible scourge of our infant population—sve are sorry
to hear prevails very extensively just now in this city.
Its ravages have already placed many families in
mourning.  In’several instances adults have been
attacked ; although we have not heard of any fatal
cascs, except among children.—Acadian Recorder.
Heroism.—We trust our Village Fathers will
not forget or neglect the late heroic feat of rescuing
the boy from going over the Fall. The young men
who performed. this act of daring and self-forgetting
heroism should have a free ticket throughout this

world—the deed itsclf will recommend them to the

zero ; on Tharsday morning 10 °- above; on Friday | .

next. Some token of gratitude and consideration
should be awarded by the citizens of Chippawa,
either by public demonstration or through the Coun-
cil. Pecuniary reward can never recompense this
act, for none who saw it would have taken the place
of tliese in the puvsuing skill for the wealth of the
world.  Their distance from shore when they
reached the boy was much greater than the space
between them and inevitable death lowards which
cvery Instant was hurrying them-—they could not
breast the current, and were exhausted by their
excertions to reach the object of their persuit, when -
it became a question of life or deuth with themsclves,
and it scemed from the shore that witl {resh hands
at the oars the chances were all against them.—
They did, however, reach the shore, and are now
among us living licroes of one of the greatest feats of
benevolent and human daring ever performed. Need
we urge the case upon the gratifude of the commu-
nity .—Chippatse Advocate.

An unfortunate accident vecurred yesterday, in ear-
rying the telegraph wire ncross to Point Levy. When
it had been eouveyed across, and it was being wound
up, to raise it to the height of the top of the mast,

 neirly 300 feet above the river, a burge came down

and carried it away, being then only 10 feet irom the
water. It broke also with the pic in another place,
and half a mile of the wire was lost, whicl will cause
some delay, as a fresh lot of wire has to be brought
from New York.— Quebec Guzetle, 6th inst.

We had a heavy storm of snow on Suturday with
very strong wind, which made the drifts high, Yos-
terday was clear and cold, but the snow has re-¢om-
menced to-day.— Quebec Guzelle, 9th nst,

Reserre.—We are glad 1o learn, that John Malone,
sentenced to be executed on the 30lh instaut, at the
last assizes for the County of York, has had his sen-
tence commuted 1o seven yearsin the Penitentiary..
He left for his destination on Tuesday night lusk—
Zoronlo Mirror, Dec. 6.

Gexenous Coxcuer or Tne 1sT BaTTATION 0¥ THA
Rovars.”»—Weubserve by the 8t. John (N.B.) papers,
that this gallant corps has subscribed £72 10s. in aid
of tho sufferers by the late fire at Frederictop—
OIl]i;:ersk l£59; Sergeants £4; Runk and file £9 ICs..
—Heruld,

MONTREAL MARKET PRICES.
CORRECTED BY THE CLRRK OF THE BONSECOURS MARNBT:
Thureday, Dec. 19, 1850,

. d s @
Wheat . permioot 4 0 a 4 9
Qata, . . . . - I 4 21 6
Barley, . . . . 26 a2 9
Peas, - . . 2 6 a8 O
Backwhoat, . 1 8 a 1104
Rye, . . © 2 93370
Potatoes . perbushel 1 3 a 1 6
Beans, American . . 4 0 a 4 6
Beans, Canadian . - . 6 0 a6 6
Hovey, . . . Q4 a 0.5
Beef, e e . . 0 2 a 05
Mutton, . , - pergr 2 0 2 5 0
Lamb, . . . 2 0 a 350
Veal, . . . 20 a4 0
Pork, . . . . perldb 0 28 a 0 4
Better, Fresh . . . . 010 a 1, 0
Butter, Salt . . . . 07 a 0 354
Checse, . . ; - e 0 4 a 0 6
Lard, . . .. . 0 65 a 0 6
Maple Sugar,, . . 0 4a0 &
Bogs, . . . perdozen 0 9 a 0 O
Turkies, . percuomple 4 0-a 85 @
Geese, . . .- . 3 9 a8 0
Apples . . perbar 5 0 al2 &
Onions, . . . 6 0 a 7 0
Flour, perquintal11 0 a 11 "%
Qatmeal,. . . 70a 786
Beef, . perlO0lbs 20 0 w25 O
Fresh Pork, per100lbs 22 6 a 27 6

NEW YORK MARKETS.
New York, Dee. 18—7, P. M.

Ashes firm ; sales 250 brls. at $5,75 for Pearls ; -and
$5,50 a $5,56 for Pots. o

Flour—Low grades State and Western betters sales
2,000 brls. at $4,81 a $5 lor No. 2, Superfine; $4,81
a $4,87 for Common to Straight State; and $52 35,12
for Purc Genesee. N

Wheat—Domestic in better demand ; sales 7,500
bush. Long Island Mixed at $1,4 a $1,6; 2,000 do
Prime Ohio at $1,6; 5,000 do Geneses at $1,1; Cana-~-
dian firm.

Corn rather lower ; sales 13,000 bush. at 62 2 64} a
G5 cents for Southern. and Jersey.

Pork improving ; sales 1,200 brls. at 812,752 $13
for Mess, elosing quite at inside prices;. Old Prime
dull; sales at $5,75 a $8,873.

Beef lower. ' Lard quiet.— Transcript..

~ytanr—

CATHOLIC BOOKS,

PROTESTANTISM AND CATHOLICIY compared
in their effects. on the CIVILIZATION OF
EUROQPE, by, the Rev., J. Balmez, price 10s.

This work was written in- Spanish, and won for the

author among his own countrymen a-very high repu-

tation. It has since-been translated into tlie French,

Italian, and English- languages, and been very exten-.
sively circulated’as one of the most learned productions

of Lhe age, andimost admirably suited'{o.the exigencies of
our {imes, ‘

ST, VINCENT’S MANUAL, which has heen. recom--
mended for general use by the Most Rev. Arch-
bishop of Balt. and the Rt. Rev. Bishops.of the
U. S., who composed the Seventlf' Provingial
Council, held in Baltimore, in, May, 1849, as
being the Most Complete, Comprehensive, and
Accurate: Catholic, Prayer Book ever published in
{his country. ; ' :

Every Catholic Family ought to have at least one

.copy of this book in their houses, as it-embraces evory

variety of Exercises. for Family Devotions and the-

Servica of the Church., o

(Z~And many other- Catholic Standard Works, for
sale at the New York prices, by L

N | JOHN MCOY..
: Montreal, Dec. 19, 1850.. - Coe T



