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PART THIRD.—THE VESTAL.

cHAPTER XXII,—(CONTINUED.)

y dear Gurges,’ thel'trmlfno!vbv_n
f to stake your lile In this
as‘ﬂd{ iox?:asé?:?;t:::; v:ohnch arg certamly not
::nhothe trouble 2 {s it oot enough that you
have sacrificed yoor office and y_our.fortuue for
this guperstnion ..., After all it 1syour owi:
business, 00t min€e eqe But do not (hiok that
om oae of those vile ioformers who betray :’he'
Christians to their enemies. . . Byl thedgobs !
that trade does not swt the mao wh’o stands be-
fore you! Do you hear, Gurges ?’

+T am far fro‘;n suspeculgg ‘y‘;l{,

i steped 1o remark. .

it %r';rybawen ceve very mellao..? sl the
stranger, interrupting him. ¢ But Iet{:;r return ]
to the subject, time 1S prectous ... e went'letz
saying, then, that thanks to the l’etter I broug
you, you savad the Grand-Vestal ‘ b

¢ Silence ¥ repfeated Gurgfs; you must be

» of the misfortunes. cee . )
aw‘agn? cried his comparion, agam interrupting
him, *you alluce to the search made and the
prosecutions ordered to discover an accomplice.
11’ an old stery, my dear Gurges, and Damitian
thinks nc more abont 1te.as Besides, 1t1s tsu'ee
days since the Graod Vestal ceased to exist.”

t T{ow 18 1his 7’ cried Gurges, spricging to hls'
feet froi sstomshment. ¢ How can you kum_v'!

¢ Vesterdav,) replied the mysterious stranger,
¢ a messenger brought the positive news that
Flavia Domitilla, Euphrosioe, and Theodora
have found their death io Terracina.”

¢ Cb,’ exclaimed Gurges sorrowfa'ly. ! What,
Flavia Domutilla also !« . . But you saidat Ter-
racioa, ‘Thbe island of Pontia was the place of
bamishment of those three Christiang..., . You

een deceived I’ '

hafel\’lby dear Gurges,? replied the other, ¢ bave
you never heard that Domitiac when he wishes
1o destroy people, and is withbeld from doing so
openly on account of their pame oz influence, or
{rom some olher motive, draws them to some
place where everpthing has beea prepared for
their ¢ accidental death, T'bis is what has h_ap
pened. Flavia Domitilla and. her companioos
were suddenly transferred to Terracina upon the
pretext of softemng the rigos of their exile.—
But on the very mght after their arrival, the
house in which they bad foun shelter was de
stroyed by fire, and good care was laken that
they sbould not escape.’ )

¢ Apother sorrow for . the divine Aurelia aod
her noble relatives. Another triumph for the
religion of Christ !* exclaimed Gurges, with that
accent peculiar to times of persecutior, 1o which
were blended bitterness and sorrow, with lgmh
and enthusiasm. *Yes, for the religion of Christ /
for those Mustrious virgios have suffered martyr-
dom !’

¢ It was martyrdom, or at least what you call
by \bat pame.’ rephed the strapger. ‘IUis said,
1 fact, that Flasia Domitilla aod ber compan-
ions sho«ed publicly their contempt for the gods
and refused to offer them incense.  So did
Nereus and Achilleus,Flavia Domatillas evnuchs,
who were beheaded in Terracina on the very day
their misiress died.® . i

$Glory be to God !” said Gurges, making the
sign of the cross. ¢ Glory be to His martyre.
But, he resumed, ¢ how could you learn these
. particulars which are not known to Rome ?....
How could you see this courier who must have
been secretly sent to the Emperor I’

¢ This, my desr Gurges, is what I caonot tell
2nd you will not koow. Let it'suffice that you
may be eure I do not deceive you 1o this circum
stance any more then I deceived you mn the
Grand. Vestal’s case.  But,’ added this mysteri-
ou3 men, ¢ we have pow reached the importan!
point of this conversation. Let us recaptulate:
Domitian has already put to death on account
of Chbristianity, Miavius Clemens aod Flasia
Domitillia, besides many who were uot bis kind
red. ‘What members of the imperial family re-
maio that have beea spared by his cruelty ¥’

Aund as Gurges made no reply :

s There remain,’ proceeded the stranger,  the
divine Aurelia,. the two Casars, Vespasian and
Domitianus, and finally Flavia Domitilla, the
widow of Flavius Clemens, bamshed, after the
latter’s deatb, to the 1sland of Pandataria, Now
all these are Christians end may be threatened
atany time.? N : .

¢ Aurelia,’ remarked Gurges, ¢ has already ap-
peared before the ety prefect, who charged

¢ Are you mad, m

the ex-de-
1

ber to give up Chrishiamty.... From that hme
she las practiced it openly, in the face of the
Roman people, by tzking care of the poor, assist-
g the confessors of the faith, and belping to
bury the martyrs.,.. 1 believe Domitian will
never dare' to attempt anything against ber or
the soung Casars.’ '

¢1 believe the reverse, my dear Gurges, and
my mission 18 to give you warnng, you have
credit and influcnce with these iflustrious persons.
You can -affirm most positively to them, that
Domitian has resolved to pumsh thew boldness,
and po consideration of family ties will stop kim.
o+« Yourself, my dear Gurges, are threatened
with an early prosecutioz....aud” at this very
time T would not give four sestertn for your
life,? \

t So much the better,’ remarked Gurges with
a calmaoess that won his compacion’s admiration.
¢ ] bave told you that I aspire only to the alory
of my brethren who bave died for the name of
Christs .., Aurehia and the young Cesars en-
tertain the same sentiment. The news you bave
brought will fill three hearts with joy....’

¢ Then, my dear Gurges, those who despise
life <0 much, must alse despise the empire.

¢ Oh, the emprre,’ replied the ex-designator,
with supreme contempt, © the empire—this great
hepe has been given up long age.’

¢ Tt 1s theo useless for me to say that this
hope might be renewed..,. | know what1 am
saying, Gurges,” cantinged 10 a solema tone, the
stranger, whn bad paused lo observe the eff-ct
produced by bis words op the companion whnse
secret thougbts be would have fara read. * Yes,
as humble as T may appear. ...t may be in my
power to return to the divine Aurelia and the
{wo young Caesars what they bave lost.

¢ Can it be a crime yau have come to propose
to me,’ cried Gurges, getting up with great in
dignation. ¢ For the Emperor is still youngz
eanugh to reign many years, and unless he should
be averthrown...’

¢ Gurges, Gurges, exclaimed the woknown
who telt a puilty ennfusian at the indignant apos
trophe of the Chnstian, faitbful even to the
tyrant who threatened kis hfe: ¢do not give
more meapmg to my words than they shou'd
have. .+ «Sil fown. . ..and listen to what [ have
to Bag.... You will see that my proposiu?qs
have gothiog in them that 18 not perfectly legiti-
male.’ o

At the same tire he pulled Gurges by his
tunic with such force, that the ex-designator
fell back upon bis seat.

¢Do you know,” Gurges, resumed the un-
known, f that fer the last eight months. . . .since
the death of tbe consu! Fiavius Clemens, Rome
and Domitian himself are kept 1 a state of con-
tipual alarm by the strangest omeps which—
strange to relate — seem to anmounce that tue
Ewperor will soon disappear, either by his dying
or in some other way. Don’t you koow that
quite recently, a crow - the bird of bad omev—
It on the Tarpeian rock and spoke, as clearly
as aoy human voice, those words tn the Greek
language: * All shall go well’.... What can
this mesn but tbat the Emperor will be hurled
from the throne, by the band of the gods, no
doubt. ... For, can 1t be supposed that with
Domitian, a maz who bas committed so many
crimes, Rome can know better daye. ... More-
aver, the tyrant has frund the wterpretation of
the omen completed 1 a dream....and he is
bimself coavioced that bis ecd is near. Well,
Gurgesi if such shoutd be the will of the gods,
why .should it not .be permitted fo en-
deavar lo secure the empire for the grand-sons
of Vespasian, the nepbews of Titus, for those
whom the people love both for their arigta sud
their own personal worth. ..., Now, Irereat it,
T am perbaps the map who can best remove ob—
stacles fix the choice of the pretorians, and voa
quer the suffrages of the people. .. .but to eftect
blul LR ] ’,

' ¢ The Ceesars should renounce Christianity 7’
asked Gurges. )

*¢ Doubtless, it 1s a matter of necessity. Ro.me
would nol coosent to be ruled by princes, im-
bued witb this superstition.’ . )

i Let us stop here,” exclaimed Gurges, rismg.
¢ T would never have thought tbat in my bumble
condition, the friendship with which the two
Czzars bopor me, could mspire the 1dea that I,
the former Vespillo, could be a useful interme-~
diary, and treat in some sort, of the empire.—
But tlie very friendstnp authorizes me to pro-
claim loudly in tbe name of -the two Cesars
Vesoasian apd Domitianzs that they bave re-
gpounced the empire 38 easily as I, Gurges, re-
povoced: the worship of Venus Libitina, and ab-
dicated the tille of desiguator of funeral cere-
mobies.” '

¢ But what kind of men ‘are you?’ cried the
stranger, * that nestber death nor the certainty of
matchless rank and power can elicit from you
anything but contempt and disdam?’ .

_+Onh,” sad" Gurges, ¢ we are men Who are /s
tained and amimated by the hope of an eternal

bliss to be reached through death:... This is

why we Jook with pity on life and 2l its joys,
even to the highest.

* But tell me, my dear Gurges how did you
conceive this hope of which you speak ?...4
What made you become a Christian, you the
wealthy designator ... you the supreme chief
of Venus Labitina’s agents 7

¢ [t was a miracle,” rephed Gurges, ¢a miracle
which passed my understanding.... You sad
just now that 3t was T saved the Grand Vestal.
No, it was the God of the Christians.’

‘A miacle, Gurges.... What, you are a
Christian because you bave seen what you call a
miracle 7.... But there is a man in Rome who
has been performing anracles long since.’

¢ You mean Apollonins ot Thyana, do you
uat !’

¢ The same. .., 1o Nero’s time did be pot
recall to life a young girl they were carrying to
the grave? And quite recently, in presence of
Domitian who was questioming bim, did he pot
disappear suddenly frem the crowded room to go
to Pozzuola, where his disciple. Damis, affirms
that he saw lum at the very hour he should have
still beep 10 Rome 2

¢ Well,” inquired Gueges, ¢:{ Appollonious of
Thyana has perfarraed those two miracles, why
1s it that you do not believe in him, although he
styles himselfa god?.... Why is he mockec
and langhe? at pubhicly 10 Roms

¢ What 1s the nature of those prodigies that
you Christians make so much nowse about, that
they should be held o greater faith?’

¢ But,” replied Gurges, ¢ you have seen cne
and vou may judge tor youarself.

+ What do you mean 7’ asked the unknown.

¢ Whar,! said Gurges, ¢ don’t you remember
what took place last year at the Latin Gate,
and that venerable old man whom Damitian
caused to be cast, alive, in boiing vil?  Did
you not aee that aposile of Christ rejorce in the
midst of this fearfu! ordeal, and come ott unhert ?
Ts that miracle not great enough wbhich was wit:
nessed hy the whole Roman people? What do
yon thiok of it

" Gurges alluded to the glorious triumph of St.
John the Evangelist, wiich the Cathohie Chureh
celebrates on the 6th of May. DBut. aside of
the great number of conversions brought about
hy this prodigy, the Emperor and the philose-
phers aseribed 1t 1o the power of iorantations.
This explams the disdainful reply made by the
ucknown to Gurges® question:

¢ Magic, my friend . ... pure witcheralt.

¢ Well,? said Gurges, * your Apollopis of
Thyana who is sad to be such a great magician,
may try it ..., aod il he succeeds.... But/?
he added, *this 15" enough; it is time I should
retura to my brethren . ... the more so since [!
must impart to them the grave news you have
told me. Anyhow, don’t expect that the Casars
Vespasiao and Domttiaus will change their re-
solution, even if you had really the power fo
realize your promises.... I{ God willsit, the
empire ..., but the empire with Christ’s reh~
gion .« .. Or death rather than the resunciation
of faith.

And Gurges, bewing to the unoknown, hast-
ened away. The uoknown remained alone, ab-
sorbed in bis perplexing thoughts,

¢ What shall we do’ he soliloquiz2d, rising
from his seat ; ¢ 1f these two young men fail us?
eves Who can we select?.... No one wishes
to brave the danger.... Nerva,it is true, is
ready .... but he isbot an old man.... Shall
T go to that meeting of which 1 received mys-
terinus notice to-day.... Yes..ss’

Havng made up bis miod, be hurried from the
tavern. The mght was dark aod tbe unknown
observed carefully tke door of each bouse, as he
went on, as if be were looking for some sigual.
He stopped at lest, mutiening : ¢ it is bere /> and
having exarmuned once more to make sure it was
the right place, he said a little fouder

¢ Brutus apd Senate.

The door was promp'ly and norslessly opened.

¢ T em expected, am I not 7 said the stranger
as he glided in.

¢ Yes, my lord,’ rephed a voice. And the
door closed.

The nvew comer crossed rapidly an stiinm
still darker than the street, aod having opened
agother door at the furthest end of this habita-
tion, found himself fuddealy 1 a dimly hghted
room, where a few men were assembled, who ex-
claimed :

¢ Ab, here 1s Parthenius at last.?

¢ Parthentus, the news are’ Serious ... we
must decide bow to act.... Here, see these
wablets T have taken last night from under Do-

itran’s pillow.’

mm’]'.?;e speaker was a deformed and hideous
creatare who had sprang forward to  welcome

Parthenius. In other words, it was Hirsutus,
the Emperor’s dwarf and mozt implacable enemy.

"¢ My lords,” said Parthenws, * T also have in-
teresting news to commuoicate. ... Yau are
right ; these tablets must put an end to ell hesi-
tancy. Lt us dehiberate.’

CHAPTER XXNIL.—THE CLOUDS GATHERING.

Aurelia, since ber eyes bad opened to divine
truth, bad been an example of what faith and
grace can do when they tuke possession of a
heart, She was nol long vnderstanding that she
must recounce the empwre, as her new beliet
would.prove an insuperable barrier ; and she ac
cepted with joy this sacrifice which formerly
would bave seemed to her an impossibifity.

Nevertheless, she had preserved hber love for
Vespasian, but she bad sacctified thes legitimate
affection by showing hercelf ready to sacrifice it
to God, tf His glory required this last proof of
devotion. Now, the felt that for her faitb, she
could not only silence the vaice of ber heart,
but have even iie strength of encouragmng ber
cousin in his resolutions. She understood now
that religion must be placed abore all things
buman, even to the most precicus and the dear-
est and she frequently conversed oo this subject
with Cecilia, whom che called sister, and who,
conforming to her desires and orders, gave her
the same sweet name.

After Flavia Domitilla’ departure, she bad
succeeded that sainted matron in (he accom-
plishment of all the pious works ot which the
‘atter kad given the first example in. Rome.—
Like her, Aurelia could now 9e seen daily as
sisting the sick, sheltering abandoned infirm
slaves, and relieving all the mseries and sorrows
of poverty. She wanted o give up her immense
wealth aud to place it in the hands of the pontifl
Clemens ; but the latter had refused and had
compelled ber to remain its dispenser, enjoining
her even to devote a suflicient portion of her in-
come 1o mamntain ber bigh rank in a becoming
manner,

Those distinctions, so highly przed of old,
and now despised by the divine Aurelia, were a
greai burden to her, and she endeavored to com
pensate by voluatrry priv.tions and humble
deeds in her private life, the enjoyment and
secret vanity of the pompous exigencies to
which she must submit 10 public Thus, she taught,
hereelf, her rumercus slaves,. many of whom
she fod set free, but who had remained with ber ;
she pursed them in their sickness aad provided
with solicitude for all thewr wants, They were
frequently the auxiharies of iier charitable inten-
tions, 10 which she was aided, bowever, priner -
pally by Cecilia and Gurges.

Such was the hite of the divine Aurelia, when
the persecution broke out suddenly, which Do-
mitian determined to wage against the Jews so
long designated to lis veogeance.

The first persecution was Jue to the necessity
in which Nero fouad bimself of justifying the
buroing of Rome by accusing the Christians of
that lfearful catastrophe, But it is dvficlit to
set forth mith anything like precision, the real
causes of the second persecution, Domitian,
alter his many crimes, cavered with the bleod of
the most illustrious citizens, could not but feel
tbat he had become odigus to the people, and
that the desire for lus overthrow was not con-
fined to the ill-fated Lucws Antonius ard bis
uoknown confederates. The slaughter of all
whom be believed impiicated had pot thrown any
light upon the conspiracy. He lired m conti-
vual dread and anxiety, and took the most ex-
traordinary precauticns to guard against the fate
predicted by the Chaidean philosaphers, (Sueto-
pius, 10 Domit, Cap. XIV.) and of the approach
of which he had a presentiment.

Fearful omens were continually adding to his
anxiety. He felt tbat he was surrounded by in
visible and active enevaies, even 1n the imperal
household, He relented in his acts of cruelty,
hopwng to pacify the public mind, but 1t bhad ro
effect, and the warnings of bia approaching fall
cootinved reore frequent and explicit. He thea
gave full sway to his cruel instinete, avd woe to
whoever excited bis suspicions.  The parrative
of his cruel deeds would appall the reader, and
would be foreizn to the plot of our story.

At last, shut up ip his palace, like a wild beast
in its lair, and rearing with powerless fury, be
remembered the prophecy tbat the Jews would
become masters of all things, and be persvaded
himself that the danger lay with his own kindred.
He resolved, tberefore, opotmthstanding s
former fear of the powerftl God of the Chris-
liang, to proceed against s relations, 10 whom
he centered all ‘his appreheunsions; for, 1l the
Sibylhze books promised the empire of the world
to the people comiog from Judea, that s, to the
disciples of Christ, were not Flarius Clemens
and bis sons —Christians all —the secret choice
of the people of Rome ?

Such was, in our opiion, the only cause of
the second persecution: Iis character was more
political than religious. 'With the exception of
the martyrdom of St. Jobn and a few other
Christians, such as the holy priest, Nicomedus,
whom the excited populace beat to death with
clubs, it 1s not showa that this persecution
reachad any large number of the faithful, It
f2ll almost exclusively upon the members of the

Imperial fam.ly, and after the murder of his rela-

tions, Domitian countermaanded the arders e had
issued against the Christians.

Fiavius Clemens was put to death, and his
wife, F'lavia Domiilla, was bamshe?, bur Dom;-
tian attempted nothing agarst the youog Ciesars
aud Avureha, notwithstanding their refusal to sa-

crifice to the go-'s when urged 1o do so by the
city-prefect. The leatency of tive tyrant cannot
well be explamned ; it may have been owing lo
the strange omens which followed the death of
Filavis Clemens, and which are related by Sue.
tonws, It seemed, according to this historian,
that not only mankiod but the Gods bad united
'o avenge the death of the martyr, acd make
Dominsp tremble for his own fate,

But a tyraot ke D mitian could not resign
fumself to fose hia power and lis hfe, watbout
trying to exercise bis vengeance to the very Jast
hour, After the persecutioc of the Chnistians,
the Emperor’s suspicions turned, with more Jus-
tice this time, upon other parties, many ot whom
in fact were consprring agawost him. Diog Cas-
s us relates that the Yoy of whom he bad made
is plagibing, and who was po other than Hir—
sutus, found under bis pillow tableis containimg
the names of the principal officers of his house—
hold, whom be intended to put to death,

The name of the Empress Domitia Longina
headed the list of victims,

It became urgent to act, and for this purpose
the nocturnal meeting was held, m which we
have left Parthenius. ~ Bat if all agreed upon the
necessity of nciion, the leaders of the conspiracy
had not yet been able to agree upon the choice
of the successor wha should be prociaimed in
Domtian’s, place. Parthenivs belonged to the
varty who favored the election of the two youp
Cux:ars provided they renovnced Christianity,
and he had accepted the mission of scunding
them. Ifence bis joy upon meeting Gurges, of
whose intimacy with the young Ceesars bj was
aware,

Great was the disappontment of his party
when Partheuius communicated the result of his
interview with Gurges. A long aad stormy
dircussion ensued, but the conspirators, knowme
all the danger of further delay, finally agreed
upon the chaice of the Conzu'ar Nerva, a map
who commanded general respect and confidence
by tis moderation and justice, and many other
emnent viriues, but against whom militated am
important ohjectior. He was over serenty
years of age, and could not live long —would
they run the rick of falling after his death, under
the voke of a new tyrant ?

_ Tins matter haviog been decided upon, one of
the conepirator was i structed to proceed imme.
diately to Tarenta, 1n order to advise Nerva 10
return secretly to Rome, There remained now
but to select the day upon which Domitian
should be attacked, and of a common aceord,
they appomnted the fourteenth day before the
Kalends of October. This was precisely the
day fixed by Domitian’s presentiments.

Parthenius, who was the Emperor’s chaxmber-
lain, would introduce Stepbanus under the pre-
text of presenting a petition 1o Domntian ; 1he
otbers were to rush in if Stepbanus failed to kill
the tyrant outright, and help to fnish him.—
Hirsutus would see that the Emperor would
have no weapons within his reach.

"These prelimmaries settled, the conspirators
separated after swearing to each other fidelity to
the cause they had embraced, ’

CHAPTER XXIV.-—THE DEATH OF A TYRANT.
—EPILOGUE,

The day appointed was nat distant, and the
couspirators prepared everything with the great-
est prudence, taking care to avoud everythmg
that might have raised the least suspicion.

Stephaous shawed bimself in publie every day
with hie left arm in a sliog ss though it bad met
with an accident. But the cloth in which bis
left band was wrapped concealed the degger
with which he was to strike the tyraat.

At last, the fatal day arrived. On the pre-
vious day, the Emperor’s secret fears had i1o-
creased. At supper, having ordered that a cer-
tain dish should be kept for the next day, he
added: ¢ Provided I may eat it /> Then be re-
marked that on the morrow tbe mocn would
become bloody in crossiog Aeguarws, and an
event weuld occur of which the whole world
wauld speak. During the mght he sprang from
bis bed mith cties of terror.  Near mornmg, be
sext for a German aruspice, and the latter baving
predicted that some great cbiange was preparing,
be had bim put to death, -

Some tine after this, he tried to pull out a
emall wart he Had on his forebead. At the sight
of the blood which flowed from ths slight wound,
be cried: '

¢ May it please tbe gods that this be enough P

He then asked what time: it was, aad was told

‘the sixth hour. He became joyful and prepared

to give the usual attention to lus toslet, for whbw
presentiments the fifth hour (ten o’clock a.z.)
was the time which fate seemed to have fixed

for the_consummatian of attempts upon his per-



