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T ~ UR LA R'SBL ND R. ingteodo with notes-trust lier. Tt's ail in gela and

II)iamondsi How do you know they're dia-

M iss Wrlsh gianced at him out of the corner of bier
"lThats (lotte the trický Nowî for the swag cyes. The conversation wvas carried on in the back
As MI'Irbîiitt mîade this observation to hiliîseîf, garden at Acacia Villa, ivhich was extensive and se-

llijqd for aiîîo; up îîîîd Steppcd j.N%,tilO uerlu. a cluîcd. The timu ivas uvening, that season which is
liestod fr iîoifiîtliteiing W'tliii aI ~ popularly supposed to bo conducive to sentimental

stîll ; witlîout, not a Souîi'i disturliedtUicSileince of tho inaercourse.
niglit. Il Perlîaps 1 lknow as mucli about diamonds as here

111 thlik iLiC 'ls :11 *.anîd there a few."
Ti, plob;ibe tilat Mr . Benînett Siicd. lHe lier tcne was peculiaralmost suggestive. For an

wasSegae Oi in l ie ex,'rcise of Iia profession, istant Mr. Bcnnett ineditated making a dlean breast
and i co;îlol,l Iiiii Vt) perCeive thalt 1tlijs occaiOli of it, and askiîîg Miss Welsli to corne in on sharing
the stars s e obe liglitilig 011 lis SÎde. .1le îliew ter,,is. But lie lîad ant incurable obection te colla-
dowviithe,,Nti i i ilo\% sofily andîm replaced the 'bli i. I t boratiomi. lesides, in this case slîaring terms would
wMa a primîi' i mofIis ilever to leave anYtlîîlg 1 icl probably meaîî tlit lie would have to go through the

C ih ietIott l~ouad ulco ht'' ormn, at any rate, of rnaking bier lus wife.
goiimg on wthiii. Thie ioon, witi the blind dowîi, was "Whore does ste keep thora 1iIn a sale, I
iîi, lï(sr.I te 1ittlis liaid into lus pocket aid lhope."
drcev out a littie slmadcd lantern. Cautiously re- He did net hope so, tlough hie said ho did. At the
inoving tie slltter about hall an inch, a pencil of very best, a sale, te a professional mani, means the
liglit gleained -t,'ross tihei'oon. lie was appareutly wasting of valuable time.
content witli tlisilliiiinsiition. ]3y its aid lie care- IlSite keeps thiem in lier bedrooui, in the chest of
tully exaiiîîieîd loor, Nva:ls, %a ceiling. drawers, in a red leatiier box, in the little top drawor

"Early Eîîglislm. ]Vlouglt sc." o the left-hand side."
This reilai'ls icirel to Uie upliolstering of the Mlfr. Bennett fait a glow steal ail over him. Hie bc-

roomn, wlîiclm was il% tie early ilii style. Stoojîing gantet conceive quitte arespect for Miss Oecilia Jones.
dowvn, lie drcw :a pair of list Slipper.s ovci*lits india' b And the gold-where does asle keep tl)at?"
rubber shoes. NWitli swift, c%t-lilçe steps lie strode In tin boxes. Thoera are ten of tlîem. There
across thie floor anid luIt tie riooîî. ]1oNvas evidcîýitly are over a Uousand sovereigns in eaci. There are

faiii il isgOnic. Ieb0ga'spoesin live boxes on eaclî side of tho clîest of drawvers."
te be proft.tbly practiçedl, entails no i,îconsiderable Mriî. Benînett possessed considerable pr.ssence of
Liber. It is quite an-rrai to suppose tiat the burgiar mmid, but ie almost lest it thon. Ten thousand
lias oliîy Vo StiolI loii the stret anid break ijito te 1ofcsii ~ lewudnyrrge the

flrs hinsewlîclicathes ij~oye No atail ~u ll fection lie ia(i lavishied on Miss \Velslî-never to
a course is atgtiruiipmu-fessioîîatl. Pei'sons WlO is dyîng djay. oudtbeaadpcutono

do~~~ tla ido liiggtý la l deev--s ii'" arry lier? But 1o0; the tlîouglit as rash. lHe

and pleîty of it. f'"ially professioiiitl 'Dan, ai" woulcl roward lier, but iin quite a diîflerent way. He
artist-sucli for exanîpie, as INI r. Iýennett--works on1 madc t rapid calculation, Ten tlîousand sovereigns
entirelydiilli'entliiies. Ilchlad lîatitis littie jobin is %vould egh, roughly, about a iundred îind thîrty
mind's eye for thlîlst tlirceciiontlis. Acacia Villa punsaodpi. H ngî m tîmit

presented an alînost ideal illustration of thge pronising sacu-fancy a sackfull of inoncey !lnt a lbundred
crib to crack. Did hii rush at it on thaît accouut 7nd tlirty pounds was no ligbt eiglit to carry far.
Quite the otlier ay. Jfi, preaiet' lis -round'. lic Ilie muist bave a vhicle at hand. Wiiat a cnvenience
discovered what al thec world-iii that iieigliboîh-lood . "pal', ould be! But lic bad worked single.handed
-knew alrcady, tlîat it was occupied h)y a sin-le soea'adle~ol ok igehne oteed
and solitary maid. Titi at aloîie would hiave in- 9heilebdacrandbsfcslcatdo

duce sone îici t inke <ialiat't l)cfOrA ut" tlîeîn at once, thus revealing the artist again. Spare
srupulouscompetitors liat Lad ant oppo'unbity ta take .opin nmaigsuetatte Cswott

thebred ot o tici îioutis.Bu Mr l3nnet ~ascrazling, tlîciî crack it at once. On the night fol-
inad of therstilIl'.lowing tlîis conversation the crib was cracked ; lie

It was SituaVed in la loiîely subuib. Tt stood in its Cidarnc o lemrig atk aeti

ow gouds Iiee asia ado aou tm plae xt day but one-or Miss Welshî tliought hie had-
Tliere was nlt a slîii'tat a wimdow. Tliere as no0 se thit if lie bail wished te avoid a scandai hie really
basemient te tlîe hanse - you lînadoffdy to stop fromn the bad no time to lose. We have seen him enter the
ground to the wiiitow silI, anid fronti tue windowsii'xue Nwwendrtdho itvahenwhi
inte the lieuse. ihese facts Nwould lhavp beomi so many gi'oe.nnd w nesan o tws ak i

tetra ice ncit otî rmeng o ptn" He pansed for an instant otside the drawing-rooîn
the plce atonce.dooî'; it was tlîrongli the drawing.roons window lie

But Mr. Benniett loak"de( at Vhe niatter from~a diffor- had effected tn entr'anceAi waOs stilI. He moved
ent stand point. 1-le îid înt asic if lie coula crack thîe np the staircase two steps at a time. There was net
crih-lîehl 1  c eieiiitiee one whicli lad nias- a stair thiat cî'eakcd. At the top ha paused again.
tered Imit-but wlithier the crib mas reily wortlî tîe UFront information received, te adopt a phrase popular
cracking. The vcry di"naýtsoecssness of the place wîis in an antagonistic profession, be was aware that Miss
against it-in lus cyc, at aîîy rate -at first. People Jones slept in tlîe front bedroom.

who aveanytîiîg vi*y 1el ~vath teaing o nt, Tlîere's three bedrooms on the first floor, Wlien
as a ride, leave it at thein ercy of the llrst individual you gets to the top of thse stairs you turns; te the
who passes by -tlioîghî thîcre are exceptions to thie lef t, and if you go straight on you walks right inte
rule. Mr. BeniieL tiho îe lat there as one andi Miss Jones's room.",
tlîe discovcry revealed the artst in thie mail. M r. Bennett turned te the loft. He went straight

The occupant of Acacia Villa seas a 'Miss Cecilia on. Outside Miss Jones's door he paused again.
Joucs. Mr. Bennettiiail nevr seoîi Miss Ceclia Joncs. The critical moment had aî'rivecl. He feit that ail
Nobody-or hardly anyb-Iody'"-ev'er iad. Tiero ap- lus properties were in ordcî-a bottie and a sponge
peared t be a mystcry abiout s Cecilia Jones. Jntint s ls ri'it-lîaîd pocket, a revolv'er in blo fta
Mr, Bennett lmad ser 1l" it, aid. anîd uit ouly seeîm Imr tout can)vas bag fastened r'ound lus body benbeath
but proniised ta mî:Liiny lîr as aeu. Thi as rt apro. lis coat. The lautern was slîut. lie openeci it
mise a li liieh îî<-vm' i iltdeVotn iwoimiaum n iidess actii- aMlllcij)ty Voeciîable Iini te scec wvat sort of banale
aly coinpeild the 1 î',Iiti:lma et acase'a cVmltiiere avas onVte door. Having sstisficd iinsei on

compulsomu. Chat point, lie closed it c'ain. Tîen lie proceeded te
Th'tsaid's naiiie was 1 latinîal-Miss liauînalîWlsli. eflo'ct an outr'ance iîîto Mî,iss Joncs's bcdroomn.

Sîe va lo vuigaîd im va uotgodlokiî. 'ui' He tcokethe hbanale firmly in lus lîand. Tt tuu'iied
Bennett wuts partial Vo botlî youtm and beauty. IV wtlîout the slightest sound. The door yilded a%
wcnt against tlhe grainm Vo court IDi iss Walshî. But Le onîce.
fonnd tlîat courtslîip %vas an absolutely indispensasble "lNot locked," said Mr. Bennettbeneath bis breath.
preliminary. Ai ter lie lîad eiicircled lier waist a few mI Wlîat a stroke of luck ?"
times vitl i s arm andl tasted the nctar of lier lips- Noiselessly the door saoved on its linges. He open-
aso a few tibns-lNiss WeIsli began gradlually Vo un- cd itjust wide enougli te essable hin te slip insiee.
bend. But the proccs as very graduai. Ste was the Wlîeî lie was ia he relcased tlîe banale. Instantly
most reticent of inaids. ]He lîad net only ta prescrnt theoacoor moved back and closed itself witbont a
lier Nvith several presits-tlie procepuda of the exer- sounnd.
cisc of )lis professiois-uie lia(l îot oîly te prolîse te «"Got a spring upon the door," Mr. Bennett teld
:nerry bier, Io had net oily Vo namre thie day, but Jlieliislf-alwvays beiîcath ]lis brcatli.Il Uncommonly

baid aven to buy, or steal-tme oi'ds were synonyin. WvC]] ilecl Vley nînat. lcap it, teoO."
oua witlm liîîîi-tiîo w'eldiimg ring before aIl tue tale svas The roon vas pitchîy dark. lic istetiîd acutciy.

tel. lîc uc madacuaiy rid Vmerig o MsS Ail was as still as the grave. lie stuaiaed lis ears te
wVelsl's fiîgci-to Seo if it aould 6it-tllei, amd oîmhy catch Miss Joîîes's breatliiig.
thon, lie lard ail tîere svaa ta lîcar. ' A liglît sîceper 1"

Miss Jolies was quer noV mbad exactly, lbut pecul. A vem'y iglt sieeper. Strain )lis cars as lie might,
iar. Sie ad quareld witli al' lier rativ'es. qlîe lie couldaîlot catch tlîe slightest sound. Mr. Benneîtt
aas rich . Slie ws fullaf cmotclmts. Sute tistrusted lîstated. As an artiat lie vas averse te violence. In
ail thîe world, particulamly hauîkei's. To suchi a ieiîgtm cases of neccssity lie was quitte equal te tlhe occasion,
lîad slp camried lier' waiiV of confidence tlîatshe Lad e- but in cases whîere it was flot neccssary lie prcferred
alized ail, lier foi-tune, turnie(] it int o specie, anîd Iept the gentler way. And whîe a woman avas in question,
it in the boeuse. 1Vt aai t tlîis pnîuttlint Miss Welsm'. under hardly any proa'ocation would lie wislî te cut
conversation becanie ite'stugto 'Mi. IBennett. lier tliroat. Ile d clloroforiin lus pocket. If Miss

'<Keeps it in tuîc lieu-(-, dots sie? In nîotes, I Suji- Joncs atas disagrcecable, )le could make bis peace with
pose 1', tlat. But if alte left Mîin unmolested, sbonld lic stup.

ITien yeu suppsem on. it onît Ihave iotli. efy lier' still ? Hle decided that wlile siloe coitiîîued te

sleep se sbould be allosied te sleep, only it woold b.
woll for lier not te wake up toc soon.

lie moved across the room. Instinctively, even in
thue thick darkness, he knew the position of the cheat
of drawers. Hoe reached it. He quickiy diseovered
the little top drawer on the left-band aide.

luna remarkabiy short space o! time ho had it open.
Then ho began to search for the red leather box. lie
gleained thue lantera into the drawer, s0 tliat its light
migbt assiat lie seareh.

Wbile he was still engaged in tIsewiork of discovery
suddenly the roomn was al ablaze with ligbt

IlTbank vou. I tbought it was you.»
A voice, qute a musical voice, spoke these '%orda

behind bis back. Mr. Bennett was, not unnatural,.
amazed. Then --udden blaze of lîght daled bis es
lie turned tosee wbo the speaker vas.

IlDon't anove, or I fire. You will find I arn a firet
rate shot."

Hie stared. Indeed, bad cause to stare. A youing
lady-.- disticictly pretty young lqdy-we.s'.dig up
in bad holding a revolver in bier baud, w; rmi li~e -,vas
pointing straigbt at bim.

"Tbis room is ighted by electrk' * ;. !a pe oly
te press a button, it aIl goes ouL' A J sfpet,
it al vent out; again tlîe room e - . -: r'. U>i,?b.
IlAnotber, it is aligbt again." A. _f 'i
'witb the rapidity of a flash of 1;-,

Mr. Bennett stood motionl-%, 0 <..tirne
in bie profession&âl carcer lie -,;: . o. only
as te 'wbat bho glit te say, ~' -m 'e om,hé
to do. The yonng lady was sop,> '

faim bair, whiclîranged loose it'. ,e.
pair of great big eyes, wbicb '1- ' -v'ou' -f
fect on Mr. Bcnnett as they loin .,-.Veet
muouth; through bier rosy lips ýý .-e'Li -q'i eari.
like teetb ; and a very pretty- r ,'(;-.- ic r in-
ed-nose and chin. She bad on .;« o - ;t ù. ' 'i-:i

dress, whicb, in bier case, avas a 0o ~.S pie o!0
feminine milinery, laced aIl dow.va-.'e f o%t a ~
dainticat pink bows. Mr. Bennett ', . -eve.- u
sncb a pîcture in is life.

"I arnMisaOceciia Joncs. Yor rr:'e M_ rie
1 presume-George Bennett-'-. r eo ýC >: -

nab says. Hannali is a bypuî.o S' si' , -' . Te- 1
amn experimenting on bier, theli e co c%':. t '.

me everytlîing, you know. 1 ss i- ~
liypnotizc yon.",

Mr. Bennett did not know %vuat ste meer... He
was only conscios of tlîe uiost si i'1î. ienu.aio - ho
bcd ever experienced. To assiat 1l;
possibly, Miss Joncs gave P, prL'ct.icr.l ,'ý--o,.aàou
o! ber mcaning. With lier misengaei 'w.a- c na6e
some lîglît movements in Js i a, kesp's- -.- 'e'- fyes
fixed on Mr. Bennett al Uesfe .il--. .e eý i
vain struggled o escape lue. ,r".e. ~re.èeslv "s

conscious that, as it wcrc, 1 ne.. i' iui'go ' om
him- lus resolution-bis f ceeo' oi 1Z .il-e k-gew
not wbat.

Miss Joncs put down u'i sC
"I think that you syi! do. li.o% do you feelf"
IlVery queer."
Mr. i3ennett's utterance was peculbar. He spoke

as a man migbt speak whio is under thie influence o!
a drug, or as one wluo dýerns-- unconsciouuiy, with-
out intention as it were.

IOh tbey always do 2'e! -- e '. t fi.'t. Are you
considcred a good burgiar, a.à a

IAs a mie."
Mr. Bennett bcsitatinchy xDut hiebisand and

drew it acrosa bis browv. i .m a, .sib
thie lantern. Wben thie îe i ..x ied I "ý kiàlhe
found that it avas hiot. 1 Le ek...L fatl l.on h.s hand
witb a clatter to thie floor. ý>!*ss Jouie~ ey.Â hies
keenly ail tlîe timo.

I sec yon arc noV quite subective yat; but I
tbink tlîat you will do. And of ceri'ce T c9-' always
cemlete tlhe influence if I -%vil]. L o-ii" c1fstratea
what I have coîîtinnahly said--V:r. V îý i.. o. nsoces-
sarily Uic iosvest mnîtal .? uîcao ' iaaýfie in
crime. I should say tluat yours vrz i a'o3ve, ratîmer
thian below, the average. Have you you.m.elf an!
ideas npon tîxat point?"r

As he answcred, Mr. Bennett faintly sighed.
"lNone l"
Miss Joncs smiied, and as shie sxiled ho smiled,

teo. Tbough there was this featu'c oo>ouiuMm. Ben-
nett's smie-tbere was not in it aiv e aC of mirth.
Miss Jones seemed te notice thii;, foi bhe sînlled
aili more. Immedisttely Mr. Beni u,*'...ii expand-
cd into ahideous grin. Thiensale b.., i ýo laughter.
Mr. Bennett laugbcd out, toc.

Il After al, yon arc more snbjecti ie . I tlsought
you were. I don't think I evcm' kat! a > je,,t laugh
so aympatbetically l>fore."

As Miss Jones said this-wbicb sibe did wben she
liad donc lauging-slîe turned and aijusted tii,
pillowa so as te iorm a support to lier back. Againist
tlis she reclincd at case. Slîc phaced thîe revolver on
the boîster et lber aide. From a î'ccepk2cle in the
nature of a tidy, wbîcli was fastencd te the wal
above ber lîead, she du'ew a smsalhleather case. Promn
tlis sbc took a cigarctte and a match. Witb the
most cbarming air imaginable she procceded te, light
the cigarette and smokc.

Mr. Bennett watclîed a&U lier movements, feeling
that hoe ut ho playing e part in a drearn. It a
a perceptible relief vIson abe removed her eyes from
lie face, thugli tby aere suclu petty eyea. Yet,
althougi li e vasnoV looking et.t [ies, ho telt that


