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AUTOBIOGRAPHY 0F A FLY.

BY TUE ONLY ONiE TIIAT'S LEPT OF AI2L THF
FAMILY.

I am a loue, tlred fiy, elightly baid-headed.
adpedpBd ta iuflammatory rheumctlsm.

1have t&ken up quartera for the wiuter la
the radiator af one af the latest patents in
base-humner coal étayés; but I arn Sadly afrald
1 shall bave ta remnove ta morne slightly
warmer iocality before long. At firet I was
snugly eueCOnCed for sévérai iveéls under a
bécutiful vase oun the dining.room mantie-sheif.
Bat thé lady oi thé bous undertook to relievé
thé two servant girls ai thé dustiug, and I had
ta leave.

It was on thé firét cf May, if My MeMory
serves me right, that I wati bora. Thé family
with whom my parents bcd becon residing weré
movioz on thé occasion, and I weli remember

my mther rénarking to a neigbor wo ad
dropped in ta éîquire whéther she hadn't
notic.eut1 thé. peculiar fiavor oi the new seuen

mapié sngar thé falks badl bonght Mt thé gro-
cery store round thé cerner, that ahe iras reai
glad uew people ire caming juta tiie bous,
and ebe hoped they wonid usé ice an thé but-
ter and serve up.thé dinnar grcvy a littie
cualer and with leés wcter in ut. Blot gravy,
teo ranch dilutéd, as 1 afterwards iearnéd,
aiways gave my mothér indigestion cnd a
weck back. Itrmometimnes truck me assinga-
icr that my motbér's cntipathy ta mater did
net reach iu ethér 'directions. Now, for
instance, shé coulat drink witb thé keenest
réish thé Pure Country MiIk dehivered at thé
bouse daily, and neyer expérience auy III-
effiets. But, alite b er fondnesa for thbe lacteai
fiuid cant ber ber lufe. Shé rnlstoak a Pan 0f
whitewasb for a dlsh ai milk, and, notwith-
standing ail thiat thé best medical ekilli cauld
do, shé aaccnibed ta thé effeots ai her injuries.
Shé coula, stand chaik, but lrne was too mci
for ber.

My éducation wbeu young mas no caréfuily
attended to that I qrew ta mature fiyhîeed
ithaut a ingle iiniiry of aiiy cousequéncé
befailing me, except a aprain ai mny off hind
foot, sustaiued in a figbt with one of my bIné-
bottie *cousins wbo assaitéd me hecause i
cbcmpioned the Scott Act. I arn a temper.
ance fiy on principie-never iatoxicated but on
one occasion, whenl I ma persuaded ta try c
celébrated brand ai Hop Bitters, under thé

fais. assurance that it ires a tanie withaut

When ky ix wl~eeks aid I could tell a fiy-
pa ertn feét distant, andt wauld sooner go

un1p; or regale myself with store molasses
than

LIinger, shivériug on thé brink,
And fear to lunch aiway

on one of those seductivé sheéts ai atlckeiu.
Permît me ta observe hère that the. popular

phbrase, '«There's ne flies an it," would szarceiy
hé applicable ta a shéet of stickem.

As mny éducation progresand cud my facultiés
develaped I learuéd te tell au ink-spot front a
black spider trithout waiking over it ; while it
aléa became quite easy ta me ta distinguieli
betwecn the saucer with the fly-puison mixture
lu it and oue cantaining thé boarders' tea
léavinge, aitbough, ta tell you, thé caudi<i truth,
a persan bas ta havé an éducateci taste in these
matters if hé doesn't want ta malte a mistake.

My finer instincts soen made me appreciate
thé advantage af spending a wel.earned
léisure on a uéwly-ironéd shirt bosoin over re-
mcinlng ont lu thé siuk amongthe dlrty dishes;
mer would I ever thbiuk of sparting duriug pla-
hour on thé kitchen wiudow if I coula passlbly
discovér a fréshly-clccned mirror on whicb ta
gaînhal. I would iustantly quit sampling thé
plum cake iwhenever 1 cauld locate where thé
uewly-bsaked custard piest iere képt; and if 1
couidn't g et a bath in the crearn jnig I irént
unwashed, contenting myseif with polishing
my feet xip a littié on thé soda-biscuit plate.

I made i t a ruof aiuy lire neyer teaBit down
twlce on the saine spot; éxcept it was a par-
ticularly attractive bald-head or an uncom-
Mnny éntlcing uose on a sleeping baby In
suob a case 1 cauld nlot réstrain a. wiid im-
pulse ta, go back again and bécomé mare
famillar ýwith thé spot.

Thé narrowcst escape I éver had was ons
day when the uéw cook waé making thé hread.
I incautiously bappéned to aiight an thé pièce
sue wcs knéading and îny lame leg got caught.
I arnpos3itive theo ok saw me. la fact it rué
in my bad that she .actually iaughed in rny
face. At ail évents, without a %çord af ex-
planatian, 1 was cbruptly and xinceremaniausly
rolieut up in thé dougli and acou lent consolons-
néess. Whén I came ta myséif 1 wus lyiug on
thé brocut of my back, a a éMai boy Wus
exciéiming. "Maw, if hère ain't a déad fiy,
and 1 was jést agoin' to éat him for a cura 1"

With a superhuman effort I staggercd ta my
feetandgotatvay. I tcokmy revangeoutof that
calious-hoartcd cook by paying strict attention,
durlng one whole afternoon, to an unprotected
boil on the back of lier neck.

Thougli fairiy educated, I have lont intereet
in books ever since the day thcy closed thie
family Bible on me alter the minister leffu. I
don't suppose 1 wouid have ecaped ta this day
(except the miniser had caliied again) oniy
that the elcîet uumarrled daughter of the
bouse bail occasion to consult the family
register for thé purpose of malcing some alter-
ations in the dates..

1 emerged véry much ec1ueezed, and have
ever since hail contractédl vicws of life.

1 got rheumcatism from beibg locked up one

nigh in a bank vauit; around the corner.
The "drafts, you undérstand, affectcd me.

Sanie of ,ny ancestors must have been of
a literary turn, and that's how I conte hald-
lieaded.

1 arn tired because of my propensity ta kéep
rny tongue waggin'. And being " burrowed"
In liere 1 naturally cm 'lloué."

If this in net too much for yon, 1' when the

spring-time cames, gentie Annie," you may
ber frm me agail).

T.

LAWDEDAW ON LITERATURE.

I bave no sympathy with the-aw-lttchaw
af the masses. I think it in absehd ta sep?-
pose that a fellow of niy culchaw couid weally
hé jntewested in a lot of passans who are
always iu a ewonie state of irnpecuuiaity.
No amount of-cw-hoiiesty-r-cwv-velituc
eau comapénsate faw the lac k of, cw-culchaw.
llonesty, vebtue and culchaw combined,
mnilt, by a clcvah authaw, be made tea cppeah
vewy chawmning, but uîoncsty-and integwity
je wcgs -elof caws-one rnlght ocra-
sionaily meet with such a wawa avis, but
gvanting thie, why dwag 1dm fawtlî fworn his
ohccuwity and boid hlm up as the-cw-
wepwesentative af a cIes ?-heahiby cweat-
ing a wespect faw the lawab classes which je
as uuwawantable as it ln tuncalléd faiv. I
think it is au jnsult ta ouah intelligence -and
wcsipcctability faw an authaw such ins Dickens,
ta suippose faw anc moment that wé coula by
any possibillty bc jutei-estéd in the vulgah
quavellsof a thihbd-ciaes inonthly nubse snd ber
.êiswéputablé and dwunkcn cwony Bétsy
Pvig ; Saircy <iamp I cansideh a mit seau -
dalaus clawacteh, unfit te hé hpoken of in
decént society, and only fit ta bc thé nubsé of
tliat "pwecious wlctim," the edjtaw of thé
PallUJfaU «azeftee-ha! bit! Theu, again,thiere'e
that howid littié wétoh, Jenny Wen, if sho
bail blisteheut rn back .%ith vimiégali and
péppehà liké that, by Jave I wonid have-aw-
cbokéd ber ! I dort't sc wliy poar Peckaniff
éhould have been sa sévewély punisibed aftah
a&l. 1 tbink hie s au éxceediiigly well.bwed
fellbow, ciwcys lu good fawm, if he did takre

eadcayahiof numbah one, %whéwas yoali1nest, upwnglit feilows are alwcys-so shock.
iîîgly - bwutaily istwaiglhtfawN-awd. The
wide on the stage-coach jé one of thé féw thingé
af Dicens that I ljké. I am fond of dwiving
niyseif, and amn conaidéhéd véwvy gond indeca
at handling 'thé; wihbons - then, again-
Pickkwick ién't haif a bcd sort eithaw-but
why the doasé a gentleman jn bis position
should, bé sa gwéén-is, ta; rn-aw-inwédi-
blé. -On thé whoie, 1 decidedly abject ta thé
littcbaw of Dickens. It lé. pwépostewaus, thé
ladé, of intwodncing such chawcctéhs juta
wefinéd society tliwougb thé médium af thé-
aw-pwtss. Yet it lé a lamentable ct that
jn the libwawis af thé mont cuIcbcwed
litewawy péaplo you will find Dickens, with
bis genewous conviasé, bisi howibié Mid-wives,
his biaated dwawfs, his aid, insane béggahs,
bis achoolmnates of ail kinde ; thiéves, pwétty
girls, debtors, jail-bulids, aIl jumbled up-it
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