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THE MARTYR’S GRAVE:

Lines suggested by hearing it proposed some time since to eredt
@ Monument to the memory of CRANMER and RipLEY.
Britannia.

"Tis lovely morn! the Spring returns,
The birds sing blithely on the spray,
Tow’rd heav'n his gaze the trav'ler turns,
Cheer'l by the opening light of day.

Pause, trav’ler, pause, and,igaze around,
While these pure streams thy temples lave ;

Look on this spot, ’tis hallowed ground !
Before thee lies a Murtyr’s grave.

there appears to have been some peculiar adaptation
and providential fitness. In a garden the powers of
evil overcame the first man; and in a garden the

that Adam sinned, so was it ordained in a garden
should be both the agony and also the tomb of Chrigg,
In a garden the first Adam ate of the Pleasant .fruit:
and in a garden the Second Adam resigned Himselt
to drink the bitter cup. In a garden the old serpent
beguiled Eve: and in a garden the powers of darknegg
were let loose against Him who was born of woman,
and in Him against His Church, who is “the mothey
of all living,” but found nothing in Him. The gardep,

- 5 Y | ministry.
were overcome by the Second : and as it wasin a garden .

I. Enquire into the validity of Wesley's ordinations.

On this point rests the validity of the Methodist
If Wesley had authority to ordain Dr. e
Coke a Bishop, then it is conceded that the Metho-
dists have a lawful ministry and Jawful sacraments;
but, if Wesley had no such authority to ordain him,
then his ordination of Dr. Coke was a nullity, and the
Methodists have neither a lawful miuistry, nor lawful
sacraments ; and as there cannot be a Christian
Church without a lawful winistry and lawful sacra-
wents, it will, in that case, necessarily follow, that
what is called the * Methodist Church,’” is not, as
such, a part of the Church of Christ.

Discipline,” above quoted, calls his  Letters of Epis-
copal Orders” :—

To all to whom these presents shall come, John
Wesley, late Fellow of Lincoln College, in Oxford,
Dresbyter of the Chureh of England, sendeth greet- :
ing: |

‘ Whereas, many of the people in the Southern : Bish;}; C}:)ke, l"“t),'o *Dr, ('j"’k&:: Mr.
Provinces of North America, who desire to continue | %% ";l rer;f:;x A’“"”f A’;:"'“;)' : ot
under my care, and still adhere to the doctrine and dis- | pm:agrap » which explaivs the whole transaction :—
cipline of the Church of England, are greatly distressed | L 3
foI: want of ministersj:o ag'mini:ner the sacraments of | 280Uy to be joint Superintendents over our Brethren
‘Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, according to the

2. In that document, he doef not say a word about !
having ordained Dr. Coke to be a Bishop, but merely
that he “set him apart® as a Superintendent.”

what did Wesley mean, by this pbrase of setting him |
“

apart as a Superintendent 2"’
In the letter, above quoted, addressed (not to

is the following

‘1 have appointed Dr. Coke and Mr. Francis

lin North America.”

Now | 27, 1784;

e
us, in his * History,”” (p. 94,) that it took place at the
Conference, which began in Baltimore on December
whereas it was not until 1787, that the
minutes were altered ; and it was not until the “ next
| Conference"’ afterwards, that the Superintendents
| were “received”” as Bishops! and when the Confe-

Asbury, and  rence did consent to “receive them as Bishops,” it

{ was not done “ unanimously,” but was the act of only
| “a majority” of the preachers. And thus are the
Methodists imposed on until this very hour!

[To ne CONTINUED. ]

of ullving; Tt la fin, TGN usage of " the same Church: and, whereas, there does| NOW: I beg you, to examine this language narrowly. THE SPIRITUAL PRIVILEGES OF
in which Adam was placed bro

‘While all is bright that meets thy gaze,
Let busy memory recall

Those fearful scenes, those darker days,
When tyranny was aJl in all;

Think, but as of a hideous dream,

abundance without the sweat of his brow: but thig
garden into which the Son of Man was cast, wag
not only watered by the sweat of His brow, which

Now, lest you might suppose that some wrong is
done to the Methodists in the éssue here made, I shall
quote the first section of their “ Book of Discipline,”
to prove that the entire validity of the Methodist

not appear to be any other way of supplying them with
 ministers— z
“ Know all men, that I, John Wesley, think myself

1. Wesley does not say he ordained Dr. Coke and Mr.
Asbury, but simply that he “appointed”’ them. But,
'by using the word *appointed,” did Wesley mdn that
he ordained them? Certainly not; because the same

CHILDREN,

(From the Rev. J. Reid’s Discourse on Infant Baptism.)

It Has been the manner of God's dealings with men
in all ages, even before the flood, and afterwards, down
to the Advent of our Saviour Jesus Christ, to bestow
the same covenant grants on the children of his peo-
ple; according to their capacity, that he bestows on

to be providentially called at this time to set apart
some persons for the work of the ministry in America;
And therefore, under the proteetion of Almighty God;
and with a single eye to his gloty, I have this day set
apart as a Superintendent, by the imposition of my

was the curse of Adam, but with His sweat of bloog,
And therefore as in the former case Eden became g
wilderness of thorns; so this became the rich garden,
the valley of fatness, being rich in the graces ang

Of those now dust, the murder'd brave ;
When super-tition reigned supreme,
And virtue met a Martyr's grave.

ministry is made by themselves to rest upon Wesley's
ordination of Dr. Coke. It is as follows:

* On the Or1GIN of the Methodist Episcopal Church.”

word (appointed) is used respecting them both, and
Wesley did not ordain Asbury, for Asbury was, at that
time; in America, and had been for several years, pre-
viously. Nevertheless, Wesley “appointed” him a

i e

What more than earthly strength could arm :
7 # charities of Christ.

Do R SR

That holy heart in life’s full glow;
bat heart with love and friendship warm,
Thus still'd that not a tear should flow,
hough those he lo+'d were standing by,
Powerless alike’ to cheer or save,
Fearless he sever'd every tie,
And niet with joy a Martyr’s grave.

HIis Higart had dreamed of earthly fame ;
Hig 2% had lov'd and hoped like thee ;
dying lips his trath proclaim,
T arth is renounced—pjg soul is free:
he hope of Heav'n his rich reward,
He scorns the boon of life to crave ;
e f‘ears nor flame, nor axe, nor sword,—
His starry crown g Martyr’s grave.

Stay wand'rer | Beyond man’s control

Al:e times anq seasons—life and death ;
But in that conflict of the squl,

Should man’s dark words disturb thy faith,
Be thine the victory ! Then, oh! then,

9 more a coward and a slave,

Fly from the busy haunts of men,

Aund stand beside the Martyr’s grave.

Such things haye been,—may be again,

W!YVhen England's plains were red with gore ;
N tyrants trampled on the slain ;—

hould syl dark days return once more :

0uld trialg come Jike those of old,

Again, it was in a garden thay
the sentence of death was passed on all manking
because of sin: and in a garden the Second Man vol-
untarily submitted to endure the full weight of that
penalty. The voice was heard of the Lord God
“ walking in the garden in the cool of the day,” when
the excuses of the first Adam took place: and in the
cool of the day in a garden the Second Adam laid
Himself down in stillness and silence to take the doom
protounced on the first Adam. It was as he left the
garden that the first Adam had the sentence pro-
nounced against him, that the earth should bring forth
thorns: and it was when in death He entered the
garden to be laid in the tomb, that the Second Adam
was divested of the crown of thorns that He had worn.

Nor does the subject stop here: for as it was in a
garden that Christ yielded up Himself to drink of the
cup of sorrow and to lie in the grave: so also in a
garden did He overcome death and the grave by His
Resurrection. And indeed in a garden #tself there is
something emblematic and suitable, where nature
dies, and is again renewed; where the seed perishes,
and is quickened, and brings forth an hundred fold.
And this may be the reason why through the book of

““The preachers* and members of our Society in
general, being convinced that there was a great defi-
ciency of vital religion in the Church of England in
America, and being in many places destitute of the
Christian Sacraments, as several of the clergy had for-
saken their Churches, requested the late Rev. Jukn
Wesley to take such measures, in his wisdom and pru;
dence, as would afford them suitable relief in the#
distress.

“In consequence of this, our venerable friend, who,

under God, has been the father of the great revival of fanst

religion now extending over the earth by means of the
Methodists, determined to ordain ministers for Ame-
rica; and, for this purpose, in the year 1784, sent
over thtee regularlyt ordained clergy; but preferring
Episcopal mode of Church government to any other,
he solemnly set apart, by the imposition of #zs hands
and prayer, one of them, viz., Thomas Coke, Doctor of
Civil Law, late of Jesus College, in the University of
Oxford, and a Presbyter of the Church of England,
for the Episcopal office; and having delivered to him
letters of Episcopal orders, commissioned { and direc-
ted him to set apart Fraucis Asbury, then general
assistant of the Methodist Society in America, for the

smerica,” §

hands* and prayer, (being assisted by other ordained
ministers), Thomas Coke, Doctor of Civil Law, a
Preshyter of the Church of England, and a man whom
I jvdge to be well qualified for that great work. And
[ do biereby recommend him 10 all whom it may eon-
cern, as a fit person to preside over the flock of Christ:
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand
and seal, this second day of September, in the year of
our Lord, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-
“Joun WesLey,”

Whatever may be meant by the phrase, “ providen-
ially called,” in the above document, Wesle y has saved
is the trouble of finding it out, for he expressly tells
s why he thought he had this “providential call,”
amely, because, there does not appear to be any other
1ay of supplying them with ministers.

That this was Wesley's true reason for thinking
Fmself “providential]y called’” to undertake this
tisiness, is made still plainer by his letter, dated
‘Bristol, 10th September, 1784,” (only eight days’
gter he “laid hands" on Dr. Coke), addressed to |
‘Dr. Coke, Mr. Asbury, and our Brethren in North |
in which; on adverting to the above

Siipetintendent, as well as Coke; and as ordination
was not necessary to constitute Ashury a Superinten-
dent; neither was it necessary to constitute Dr. Coke
one; and itisevident that, as Asbury was not ordained,
Coke could not have been, (as the same word, “ap-
pointed,” is used respecting them both), and that
Wesley did not mean to say that he had ordained
them; whefi be said that hé “appointed” them.—
Indeed, the ided of ordaining a Superintendent of a
merely human sotlety,t is a thing utterly unknown to
the Scriptutes and the Church of God. - It is precisely
the same thing; a8 if a Lreshyter now, was to ordain a
Superintendent for the Sunday School Union, or a
Bible Society: Wesley was too sound a divine to
adopt any such absard fotion. He was bimself the
Superintendent of the Methodist Society in England,
but had never been otdained to that office; and if
Wesley could be a Superintendent without ordination,
the same could be done by Coke or Asbury without
ordination.  No, sir, there is not a particle of evidence
to prove that Wesley ever “ordained” Dr. Coke.—
Coke was placed precisely on the same footing with
Asbury (who was a layman)—Wesley *“appointed”

their pareits: thus, the covenant which God made with
Adam, Noah, and Abraham, comptehended their chil-
dren also, as well as themselves, in theif infancy. On
this ground the children of the Jews were admitted into
covenaut together with' their parents, aud received its
seal as an indelible mark in their flesh.  The faét that
God’s covenant, under all dispensations—Adamic.-
Patriarchal, and Mosaic—comprehended the children
together with their parents, and that there way a
divinely instituted mode of confirming unto them their
covenanting privileges, prove most strongly that chil<
dren are not incapable of being the objects and recipi=
ents of God's blessing. But if now, since the coming
of Jesus Christ, the case is reversed; then the new
dispensation of the Gospel, in the glowing language
and splendid imagery of prophecy, alwajs and every
where represented as the last and the best; and the
complete fulfilment of all the preceding dispeiigations;
is truly defective in the most essential pointy; inas-
much as it curs off from the fold of Chist the tender
lambs of the flock. Until the Auti-Pédo-Baptists
arose in modern times, no scheme of religion or legisa
lation, human or divine, Jewish or Christian; barbarian

g : them poth Superintendents of the Mcthodist Society | or civilized, Mahomedan or Heatheuish, was ever wit<
n?::li%;?“‘a lilt‘e t"";'" thy bmll:im wave, Caqticle’s, in the mystical accounts of our Lord’s same I:Ipiscopal- office; he, the said Francis Asbury, ca:sacnon, he sa)-'s: 3 it ad] in No.rth ;}m}:ricai and the (fnl_\z‘diﬂ'erence betvween ?essed tfl‘lathex‘cluded childre’r}from ‘_he.’.‘“’k and privi<
Ak meet)likae tli:gl;m e:rl;,l‘z)xrrtgor’s’ R burial and resurrection, the figures are so much taken | being first o::damed dfeacon an.d elder.§ In conse- ; If any one will point out . more rational and | t}.,en', is this: thatin © appointing” Dr. Coke, V\esle__y eges of their pa\rerzts. B he primitive Apostolic
i ) » yr's g Sk from a garden. “Thou that dwellest in the gardens, | quence of which, the said Francis Asbury was solemnly | eriptural way of feeding and guiding these poor sheep | did it in rather a more formal manner, by placing his | Church of Jesus Christ, m.the day of .her espotisals;
g — the companions hearken to Thy voice, cause me to | set apart for the said Episcopal office by prayer, and | b the wilderness, I will gladly embrace it. = hands on his head, and praying over him ! never ‘suspected that ber children born in lawful wed-
TRA DITION OF THE M ESSIAH I Pearit.”* And thus also is it with ourselves, that | the imposition of the }.mnds of' Ehe said T"Iza.mas-Cokei ent I cannot see any better method than Ihave’ taken:' | But(2d.) did “'e.slcy by “appointing” Coke and | lock were to be cast out as bastards; but, on t!)é
: VIRGIL'S POEMS. the place where we die to the world is the place | other regularly| ordamed- ministers assisting in the | Whether Wesley, then, had a “providential call”” | ‘A}st.;ury to be “Supc.nnl?ndu:ns" intend to make them | conirary, relied on the promise as well to their cl}ll-'
(From * Lotters Jfrom & Tutor to his Pupils,” P where.we rise again to G?d; in whatsoever man hum- | sacred ceremony; A.t which t.lmeﬁf tlze General C(?n- o ordain, depends upon xhe‘ _fuct, whether'the:rg was Blsh.()ps ?"'  Lee, in his “ Short Hist(.nry," gives the | dren as to ﬂli parents, an_d on th'e sweet declaration
4 W. Jones, of Nayland.) L * | bles himself in the same is he exaltefi: _and thus St. f'erenc?, held at Baltimore, did unanimously receive | ‘any other way” to obtain ministers for God’s Chureh, f()”meg‘account.ofthesc men .ﬁrst calling themselves | of our Lord,' Suffer the little ch)ldrer.x to come unto
A Jerome says of our Lord’s apprehension in the Mount th'e said Thomas Coke and Francis Asbury as their | for the Methodists had not yet left the Church), than Bishops; in the minutes of their Conference: (pages | me, and forbid 2he'm not, 'for of such is the kingdom
The manner in which this tradition (of an expected | ©f Olives, “from whence also He ascended into the Bishops, being fully satisfied of the validity of their | jis taking upon himself the authority to ocdain Dr. | 127-8) : of heaven.” This continued to be the aniversal
essiah) operated upon Virgil, is still more e;traor- | Heavens, that we may know that from that place, Episcopal ordination, Coke; because, if it can be plainly shown that thel"e I “In the cotrse of this year (178_7) Mr. Ashury re- | belief of all the faithful i Chrxs‘t Jesus, until sowe
‘ dinary, ang little short of f [’)rodigy. It produced | Where we watch, and pray, and o bound, and resist Thus you will perceive that the validity of the | 248 80 “other way,”" then it is evldent., " “ esley'? :‘)l’mted the ggneral mmutes;’ S 28 d.iﬁrent Jorm | tine aftler, bor at}; tl.le Refo;mation from Popery, me':‘
. fom that serious and cautious poet the wonderful not, we also ascend unto Hea.ven.‘ 1 Kind Methodist ministry is made, by the Methodists them- | WD ground, that he l_md By S.UCh :‘pn-)vxdbentI?I. call.” | lr(:"w"h“ they wer"e before.  The title of this pamph- ::;:iewdrrinmlget l::l an:;ioe; :;d;:; s i’“.rd of
clogue entitled PoLL1o; the imagery and exprensivgs’| It seems therefore, t.hat as in Christ mankind, wfvho selves, to depend on the validity of Dr. Coke’s ordina-| Rightly to solve t!n.s question, it wl}l e r‘llues.lslary e “was as follow? o S : ket it g . cal«ilsted e ger}: cen urles:
of which are so different from the I.{oman style, and | 2™ exxlfed f:rom Paradise, it e .Paradlse; tion by Wesley. mad\'grt to the position of the A‘mencall & l.l.m' st A form of diaciplins Ort. 9 mu.nsters, p‘reac i f e he full i e'comml.ﬂ i
80 near to the language of the prophet Isaial. t’har. if‘! 80 also in dim figure mankind, who were exiled from Let us, then, seriously enquire, where did Wesley | that time.  Before these * United S(ates. were  and members of the Methodist Episcopal Church in ments of God, to the full extent Of t.he"' a(..‘qmred
; this Eclogue had been Weither; Zs paj s‘i:‘)e’da = of‘f the garden, again in Christ return thither. Christ obtain the authority to ordain Dr. Coke? separated from Great Britain by the Revolution, the Alnerica; considered and approved at a Conference ::lfluence, of no effect, tl'xrough'!helr ilnventlons.—';
e esiod, the infidels of sirlainind wiuh}v ::vst prol;yubly ! restores to us that which we .had lost,dbut. sanc;iﬁfld It certainly was nat Yorn with him; for authority Chureh of Engh}nd‘ h‘ad‘ been planted in se;‘eral o: geld :t Baltimore; ir; the‘Sta;e ofl.;’lsa‘;y]:nld; c;n*Mon- j“stMcf:nl‘llav]v:ig:(:)‘.e:;:vgll,‘?:cgl.}r.oil:::rl’:?:;e:ns l:ee; t}::
o Undertake to prove, that the prophet had borrowed 1 by His gltf and blessed by )lhs own a npftjon of the | 1 ordain a minister of Christ is born with no man, thef"s z?n‘d the Junsdwtxfm over these .(,hmc 1es an | :A{‘,I he 2.7th.da.y of DeLe:Tx Jer, 4 .' . x4 ae oo P p't'zs e e 'Td
from the poet. Bishop Lowth has shown 2% f same. We have lost our lara(.ilse, our first and hap- He could not have obtained it from any temporal their ministers was cumm}tted to the Bishop of Loll‘- : n thjs dlsclplme: there .were .t irty -om; secn!r;ns, o rmrr:” enh 0 i ¥ t’i an + al(‘ aving fai e[?
Judgment, that Shis - Kalogus Serid ous ;)ossibly be:{P¥ e.stat‘e;.we have lost the chxldhoo? of our years; power; for all the kings and governors of the earth | don.  After the Revolfmon, cousequ_en‘tly, whel.) tl'us an(“:el.xu_y-tl)ree questions, with answers to them all. g .fy t“‘ ete,:l pr ;:or om}; y ;ontructed. : t
0 Meant of any one of those persons to whom Heathen | but in Christ we must return to that [ara(-ih'e we have combined cannot ordain a minister of Christ, nor con- cg.)u?try was sepa.ralcd from Great Britain, tI.)e Jjuris- I'he third question in the second section, and the e [E“ xb;n- the pt:JIr{ube“t af‘,‘t egh;:rch !ago
: Critics haye applied it: and it does not appear how | lost, we must return once r:1.|lore to.lusti]ghlldhuod, al{d fer the authority to ordain one. diction of the B|sh()p.0f Lf:::dolx was; pruenca“):. at ﬂnﬁ:’(‘r,%ead thus: : : e th(l))u ook e ?ssglgl-) is ec::vlv; d l}gn, g or'd ha:
We can give any rational account of it, unless we allow bucom.e again as little ¢ 1d‘ren‘m. lim. But this Was this authority conferred on Wesley at hig | an end, anf:l the Amen-cau.(,hurch was thus le{t with- Q. Isthere any other business to be done in Con- i promisec yh y well-belove on," t a,(
that the B9t had seen the redicli()n,s i e Parad_nse to wh_lch we return in Christ is not an Eden ordination?  Plainly not; because the authority for | out an evailable ecclesiastical head, Some wise men fert:nce? : 2l ek this Infant may enjoy the everlasting benediction of pt
Ay accommodated t’he ma‘:ter b il i l‘he ; ro. | Of delights, as it was to the first Adam: but a garden ordaining, in the Church of England, (of which Wesley | of late, among the Methodists, have affeeted to think, “A. The electing and ordaiuing of Bishops, Elders, ﬁ]y heﬂvenly_washmg, and may come to tl‘)e .eternal'
Vailing €XPectation of the tinies: ascribing themF:.m- of suffering and expiation, where we must watch and-| oo a member), is confined exclusively to the order of | that tie Church in this coutitry was destroyed, because and P‘e?cons. ; kingdom which xho_u hast promised by Christ ouf
a Justly o 4 ibyll; 18 f‘heal’hen arlginal, hecause | Py with the Second Adam. But it is a pledge of a Bishops, and Wesley was not conscerated a Bishop, it had lost its Bishop! It was no more destroyed “This was the Srst time that our Superintenidents | Lord:  She entertaing HO'dOUbt herself as ‘!omtlle
- Bothing great Wa:i:rl:-- l;) S PR chws, better Paradise hereafter. And so likewise th~is but only ordained a Preshyter. ~ As no such authority thazy'the Church in New York, or Maryland,; wouldibe ever gave themselves the title of Bishops in the mis ‘performanc? of the promise towards the bapflzed
; t will he Borth (-luoxn:i Bt conaid r S second childhood, unto which we are restored in Wwas then eonferred on Wesley,. he did not obtain it | 4¢¢troyed, should she lose her Bishop, by death, nutes. They changed the title themselves without the | infant, provtfieqthe proper means be observed. These
5. | € Particulars i )otllr 2 LH o»'lll ('0‘ i hick Christ, is a state of mortification and suffering ; but a when he was ordained. degeadation, or resignation. The remedy was the consent of the Conyerence " o S means she insists on largely in her address fo the
is vouderful Fl’le"rl;(l)lit)( i);. to beetl?or:t ]z:thtlnlzl:ze tlz:lla‘:,”t;l; ?led;gie e al nev:‘ tl)linbh herzafler, Wheff‘(fhzy thz:lt aIre That you may perceive at a glance, what authority | S8me in bmhl c‘f;é;r to elect another, and have him con- | f'{‘)h“".st appears l‘;\at a frand ‘;’“3 P;';‘Cﬁ“d by(;)‘ne ﬁ]pon?'ms.";gl:::.h I{Td ';}.’e cog’mifsion :‘hg‘:n .Ve;'
$t da 5 o . «(r. s | found wort 1y sha ¢ made sons of God, and the | BT Wesley w 5 ined, I | S¢crated by lawfu authority.  And this was done by of these uperintendents to get hinmse recognized as erefore, ¢h all nations, baptizing them ig
. ) 8aith 52‘ aAf‘t;rs:ll: ?s]?,r;;l:rs: ;;::sfcl:‘i)tnz:y.s ';;:l((tn children of .lhe Resurrection, being equal to t!]e shajlcf:;f:s::;:)GOI:he ‘.elr;ywol,l;: ::;dw:;, (:L?Bisf;op the Presb)yters of the Awerican Church: they electei a Bishop—no less a frand than ultering the minutes | the name Of'_" the Fﬂthfr, and of the Son, and of t?lé
' Uto us by his Son* According to the prophet angels. It I8 to His _own chlldh-ood that (hr"}at who ordained him.  You may find them in the Office I:OUP of their number to the office of Bishop; and these of the Conference! and this; too, by endeavouring to Ht:;y Ghlo'sfl,n il:f‘(?" fiellvere:ii und;?; the ]M;'k‘h(f tering
aniel, the Messiah was ¢ to-fiiah the transgression bnng? us back : and His Lh]l(”?ovd is marlf(fd b).' Cir- for “The Ordering of Priests,” in the Book of Com- | four proceeded to Englan.d, where t‘hree of them were m'ake it apperar to the world, that they hafi been recog- | under whic 1s conveye would, most li ely, h?vd
““d to make an end of $in8, . and. to fiaks reconcilia-, Clihbierany But the'da}’ of His C)r.cnmclsxon ]s’lt'::e mon Prayer; they are as follows:— Consecrated by the Archbushop of (,anterbur‘)i,and one nized as Biskops by the Qonference s.x‘n.ce the first | been the S:;mfbas .tl¥ey 3re,'h.wl;th only the exceg‘x‘tu:)u'
§, on for iniquity.”” 8o saith the poet : d.ay 0}:‘ (lihr: R‘es}urrec"tfzn alsr;,—ghe e}gl.lthl dné‘ ¢ dae “ Receive the Holy Ghost for the office and work of them Al Scotla!ld by the Bishops of ‘tl_\e Chural "f ! foundation of the Methodist Church, .mdl 7:4!— ¥ onf "r:'or", ;g:;:]za] wrtuh v:lo:;d hatwe ll))een ml:;
B doee, 5 S Wiy A b e1ght ay with regard to what is past j the first day of a Priest in the Church of God, now committed unto | 4t coutitry. The successors a‘nd spmt.ual descen= | whereaf* the Conference had only'recog'mze them as | cumcisi gl g verts had then to be taug
A TTita perpetull solvent formidine teroas, Wil regard to what is to come; the day of e Y ilt by the imposition of our hands: whose sins thou dants of these four, deriving their authority from the Superintendents—the office to which W esley had ap: | the ROCREA. 1. Peigion, as well as now, befote they
v (Benearn thy sway sliould aught of crime remain, year in Christ; the first day of the new creation; the dost ﬂ;yrgivE they are forgiven; and whose sins thou | "léssed Redeemer, through “the imposition of the  pointed them—and this alteration of their title, for | were admitted to the privileges of the sanctoary:
ob arih, purg’d forever of the guilty stain, coming in of the new Heavens and the new earth, o g s h . T d be thou a faithful hands™ of His lawful Bishops, have multiplied to | this purpose, by themselves, took place in 17871 But then, froml!le'necesmy of teaching adults, before
b hall cease to throb with anguish.* ] wherein dwelleth righteousness. It is the Circumci- DO_" PERRN t”ey :;,e :letaugd waAR bth,m;:g Sucra- | ®oenty-two, with a prospect of further increase; and | Lee; in hig ¢ History," goes on to remark s they were ndml:ssxble, we do not find that it wasg
10 The Prophet Isaiah saith, “ Unto us a child is born, | $ion and the Resurrection, both of them the first da.y ‘ m:fe:fg;; ?}{e :nm;”(;f :{ Fm{} i QG ofl‘sthle%on and | their authority is acknowledged by more than #welve “At the next Conference they asked the preachers | ever arguefi' .4t _is now !)y the Anti-Pedo Baptists;
1Mo us o Son is given; and His name shall be calleq | 279 the last day of the week; for Christ Himaelf is of ,lh'e Holy Ghost Amen?' s : Wulred clergy, who derive their ordination from them | if the word Bishop might stand in the minutes; see- | that the circumcision of infants should be deferred
f/ e Migh‘y God Th; Prince of Peace™ the sepse the First and the Last, the Beginning and the Ending, . 4 3 o ; Bl oF and their predecessors. Here, then, was an “other | ing that it was a Scripture name, and the meaning of | until they were capable of being; and were, taught.
of aj} which is u“'ls expressed in the Eclogue: the Alpha and Omega: Tt is the new creation and By thls. furm,-every Presbyter of‘v the Chure ho way' of obtaining a supply of it sodte, thon bya | the word Biahoip. was thia iisne’ with thea oF Superin'] The e pamphlets, and ssligion perlodicals thet
ne* Te Detim vitam accipier,‘D.ivisque v;debit & Bow .chilt.ihood, but marked with the (,‘ircumc.i- Engl.anr(il.ls tuiand: of S 2 esley. w:}sm: ;:: Preshyter undertaking to ordain another Presbyter g  tendent”” 5 S are publisl‘led against infant baptism, inais! upon ity
oty ermixtos heroas, et ipse videbitur illis 3 sion, which implies mortification in the flesh, but in ordained; and you may perceive, at "““"’h. ishop in his chamber!  And, as Wesley makes his |  Observe liere, thé reason assigned for assaming the | thag teaching, in all cases, without exception, must
: 4 tumque reget patriis virtutibus orbem, the spirit a new creature. And such is this garden | authority to ordain was then com“"“Fd LM t. | ** Providential call” depend on the Jact of there not | title of Bishop. It was not that Wesley had ordained | precede baptism. It is most strange how people will
ara Delim soboles, magnum Jovis incrementum, into which we are admitted with Christ; it is truly But 'here your preachers meet us with the argument, ¢ing “any other way,” and this proof that there was | them to that office. Coke kuew better than that! | argue! They take as much pains to support thig
o umgff‘""- lead the life of Gods, and shall behold heroes | our Paradise, for there is no other place on earth, of | that BIS})OP‘S _‘"‘d Presbyters are one va"d e i ahother way, makes it plain, to a demonstratior, that | But, because the word © Bishop™" meant “ Superinten- | position as if it were denied and assailed by all the
— hiy futh:.qswvl:‘i?tG“dﬁ’ E;:duhe l}imf” seel?i 8} oo i-and with | which it may be so truly said for us His fallen | order of ministers; a',’d’ st “es,eydbe":io? Wesley had no “providential call” to ordain what- | dent!”  So it also means an “overseer,” bat is every | nations of the earth; and that it had no sapportere
palf Pring of ap ou,?;;n (;;i,?,,e,r_u_ﬁ,,:,f,:,:: p:‘:gs:;cf,}‘:ﬂ:f'f“s creatures, that “it is good for us to be here.” Adam P resbyter, was also a Bf"'"”Pv and therefore h: haufucr everl It was just seventy-three days after this ordi- | overseer therefore a Bishop? 8o the word “ Presby- | but themselves. Now the fact is the very reverse:
I};: Be o ; “ was alone in Paradise, but he said it is not good to be | Mty to ordain—and this, too, in the teeth of the 'ver; Nation of Dr. Coke, that Dr. Seabury was consecrated | fer’’ means “an old man;” bat is every old man | It never was controverted at all, Every body knows
we | Signig g teh“er?’ by which the prophet hath figuratively | glone, and he mother of all living was admitted to be | 8 I have just proved, that no o 3 Pree. | 10 Scotland, to be the Bishop of the Church iy Con- | therefore a Presbyter? So the word “Deacon” means | that an adult person must be instrueted and converted;
iiee being i e "lmes of the Gospel, is ,m"’"te‘l‘y ?d"P"{dv with him. , And even in this dark garden of sadness L‘) him at his ordination! . Whether I;'Shhoﬁlan s;:;er Necticut. Had Wesley, therefore, waited but sevenly- | *'a servant;™ but is every servant therefore a Deacon? | before he has any right to be baptized. _ This was ag
tech Meg, anzntl; y bﬁa“tlﬂll and POG"C“II,"d—. "]]he wil- | Christ, in unspeakable condescension, seems to say it hytﬂfbe .the same order, ‘“h a”pomt : A cl(;n with | #ree days, he would have seen that Gop was providing | It is evident from this transactiots, that Coke and As- nfzcessary_undel' the Mosaic Law as i_l is under the
Shall peioie o a9 Place shall be gla i the desert | is not good for Him to be alone, but takes the Church | hereafter; at present, I s o v .lm{lseM tho- | * lawful ministry for His Church, and that he did not bury did not dare to assign Wesley's “appointment” | dispensation of the Gospel. The worshipper of strange
| 4 v;'i lhce and bloss()m”as the rose; the wolf shall | 4o be the partner of His sorrows, saying, Come ye a- EIZIOWI'ng,- that this argument will not avail the Me Need. the aid of the superintendent of a Methodiet | as the grotind for their assuming the title of the chief | gods could not be, and was not admitted until he had
| g “tbi :’l::mlnm::;r&ncl;llo munuscula cultu par‘t’l\z:gt::"??t] iWi;h 1:1{; s to be here:” and may dls;; &,’;:]2;:1::;?;‘;:;’ because he was a Presby- Society to do the work for Him. Stiange—passing | officer in the Church of God; otherwise they would | cast away hig gods, and cleansed himself from idolatry:
Errant,, i » 1t 18 good for tis to be here: Py

8 hederas passim cum baccare tellus,

ue ridenti colocasia fundet acantho.

Tnculgjy, - 128108 metugnt armenta leones
. "'8que rubens pendebit sentibus uva.

lxlaq

we without irreverence apply the whole of St. Peter's
memorable words, “it is good for us to be here, and
let us make here three tents, one for Thee, one for

ter, then Dr. Coke must also have been a Bishop,
since ke was a Presbyter when Wesley “laid his hands
on him.”

m

Strange—it is; it never should have crossed Wesley's

7 with s i i t
And if Dr. Coke was already a Bishop, - out Aés instrumentality!§  Strange; too, when

ind, that Gop could provide ministers for His Church,

not have assigned such a school-boy reason for their
unjustifiable act,

Leey in his “ History,”" then goes of further to re-

To effect this change in his views, and in his conduety
must surely have required instruction. But then in<

fants were admitted to circumcision. The rale wad

: 1 v p e § €re were, at least, one hundred “regularly ordained” | mark ¢ not applied to them: for they were not more éapable
"ﬁ ] [Fo‘l"ce Venturo letentur ut omnia sweclo. Moses, and one for Elias.”  For it is not the Christian wha_t did Wesley make him by ordaining .h""? ‘Not Pesbyters, of the ,Church remainingg here{ (after she “Some of the preachers opposed the alteration, and | of being taught when they were eight days old thart
:"";’ ‘ &cho;c:l;::igsh_";‘l; shslldth_e earth s??xnt;ne]n:s?i p;mr forth | Church only, but the L:'aw and.the Prophets also w.ho : glsl;l_ng,oszrglyihfor he wasdom: alr;z;:y: 1:; Prr]e?sbyt;?ll‘: ad been separated, by the Revolution, from the | wished to retain the former title, [that of superinten- | our children are. The New Te.stament;Atré‘a_ﬁ'ﬂ_g‘é_f
o h:q ®YPtian bean meiu:;:dev:li:ﬁ ltvl}yewslr:;;li‘n; :c:ntlfu:.ve";;l: must be here present with C.hnst. For they dre wit- n:l ¢ }::vepm ; h'e g g ok high ail = Bisho Mother Church of England), that, if there were to be | dent:] but a majority of the preachers agreed to let th_e conversions of Jews and Gentx}es to the (,bnsmn‘
’ from.: Al ot fegr ghe huge lions: and the grape shall hang | "€SS€S of the crimes of mankind, and must be of th.elr :s officer u:ke ok :m : é;r ]lg ;:}t da’“ aBeside‘;‘ 8 “providential call” to ordain ministers, it did not | the word Bishop remain ; and, in the annual minutes | faith, 5"13‘" thét_ the gome plan was “m","‘_‘"y fz;
.C ‘ “ming: e““cultured thorn. Lo! all things rejoice in the pe-ualty; fof' of both do they speak. Moses.and Elias i I‘;’: )Coke bei:o:rfl‘ Otb et urc ,t(;: L -e e ’| oceur to Wesley the “call” would have been given to | for the next year, the first question is: “who are the | lowed by tl‘l‘e Apostl.es.- : The C(_mveftl w?re instruct S
’_"f} ¢ ge.] are both witnesses of the garden of human wickedness. h h.d th; 5.8 l:es y eréw.as,wer]qfor ) W IP' one of them instead of to him. Four of them were | Bishops of oar Church for the United States " and made _co?’fesmon of Jesus Chns‘t with !he' n?om
7 lo, the Prophet informs us that serpents should no Moses, who hath recorded the garden of Eden, and he a _Same right to ordain Wesley, as Wesley “called,” as T have shown, by those possessing autho- Thus was constimmated one of the most startling | unto salvation.”—Rom. x. 10. Their conversm'ﬁ way
Af Ber hypg or destroy, the poet saith the same : the sin of Adam; Elias, who met Ahab taking pos- | had 10 ordain him! : .| Tity to eall and ordain ministers for the Church of | frauds of modern times; and the whole * Methodist | the result of being taught of God. But had this Aty
- idet o e e; B heion it session of the garden of blood, the vineyard of Naboth. ; T:us. argument, I :mfmdelf 80 unansvlv‘el"abled'and "Christ; namely, by the lawfual Bishops of the Churches | Church' has, ever since, been led to believe, that | more to do with c!ﬁldren in a state of infancy fmd'er
P [T(::'ﬂdn. * ‘I}oth‘ are witnesses also of hope and pardon held out, :‘f(’)':]" ;’];‘“;ei e };]';""’ ;1 ; "’V‘l’ 'd‘;]y of b?" e °': ‘t:"*‘ of England and Scotland; thus showing, beyond the W‘es‘ley ordained Dr. Coke a Bishop, and then “com- | the Gospel than it had under t.he law? Children
q"& .”"llg *TPent and the treacherous plant of poison shall live | for Christ’s sake, to the penitent. Moses, who testi- befo, at © might well here let the su ject rest; but, power of contradiction; that Gop had not forsaken | missioned”” him to ordain Asbury a Bishop, and that were left undet the care, and subject to the privileges
g ) fies of the promise made to Adam: and Elias; who h_ore I close, shall again advert to it, for reasons His Church, and that Wesley's thinking (for he tells | these two were actually recognized and called Bishops | or privaiions, of their parents as they had in times
f of . tead op expatiating any farther on the passages | Do to Ahab the respite of his sentence, All man- | ¥ ‘};h will then appear. o us Be only thought so) that he had a “providential | by the Methodist Conference since the first founda- | past. F ory the children of parents already admitted,
ﬁ. %, th.m Poem, et me refomn{end i perﬁ%al Mz | kind, whether living before or after, are taken to be Zymg thus dlspOl?ed of one of the chief arguments | 1 g, o only the imagining of a fallible man, trast- | tion of their * Chureh,” in 17841 And, what is more, | were commanded to be circumcised, and threatened
86| g imitation of it, entitled The A{Iessiah: and let | With Christ the witr_lease.s of his Passion. Nay, He :'Zdwa;c!::;:f B;I:':r‘:;l'is:;;::l‘lp::: '}:2:’ ”(’1“: WZ;];?_' ing 100 much to his own narrow view of the circums tlﬁs‘ fraud is actually pgrpc'-nr'atec‘ii to the present day'; with excision from the body, if neglected. ; Ev?li
his o uerr,e upon the whole, that if Virgil bad received takes us not only wn.th h‘f" to Gethsemane, but Ie der their thy : 4 pl eeh °“°, ) stances In which he was placed. And thus, sir, is for in the “ Book of chxphne, (chap, 1, sec. 1,) it l\'.lofes. o providentially saved 'f’rom dgftrixctxon in
X Y el 'SenCe from Bethiehem, and had thereupon | 150 takes us back with Him to the Paradise of Adam, B e e a2 ANp Wesley | o oB108 0 thasminda, the othes grand argument for | 18 said expressly: “Francis Asbury was solemnly set | his jofuncy—so wonderfully provided for in the eourt
"l" b.% r‘edt © prophets for materials, he eould scareely | t© the vineyard of Ahab: He tak.es us back to the When \l?.e'ml e";':mcz ; l;:- 0(':‘0:’:‘ fe Bles o the V_ﬂhdity of Wesley's ordinations. apart for the said Episcopal o.ﬂice by prager, and the | of his people’s grand enemy, gnQ s0 ngna.ll'y favoured
s e diulryl?en higher in his description: so very extraor- Places and seasons of our own crimes, that H? may followin in:: ey et;t of'\:vritin. whi,c % “('z;;: Blmkt ; Hitherto, you will have observed, I have argued | imposition of I_mnds o.f .the said ’I‘h?ma? Coke, other ar‘wdhhonoured of God, in the sight of Phal:aob, and all
fay, 18 the whole tenor of that Eclogue. “Truly,” !hO'w us 'how he has to wash that ground, which is '8 1nstrum 8 00K of | this question on the ground taken by the Methodists, regularly ordained ministers assisting in the sacred hls' 051:_' v the Red Sea-.-even H? bbb dﬂpger of
yrle? l,“e'r earned Casaubon, * I must confess, though I | Staiued with the blood of souls, TR0 O T . ik s st Syt that Wesley orduined Dr. Coke to be a Bishop—by a | cetemony. At which time, the General Conference, | losing his life for neglecting to circumcise his son;

ey Cead that poem pretty often, (on Christmas Day,

Bishop meaning the first

. . . preachers, ang, aecording to the uniform advice of Mr. Wesley, and highest officer of the Ell‘e}ld in Baltimore, did unanimously receive the said ::;01;8: his rre'glect :mhd al‘ls.efn fro;n t::e seruples, P;""
s | MeagglUreh Service T seldom omitted it) yet Istilll A LETTER TO A METHODIST, |bed declined administering the saeraments. In 1778,  few 3f | Church of God, and that Wesley himself was such & | Thomas Coke and Francis Asbury as their Bisuors, | haps, opposition of his wife, Ts this & Tesgon that
for lhevlmh.great delight and a dmiration 3 not so much (By a Preshyter of the Diocese of Marylund, ) ::;;iil:y.ﬁmchm’i" Virgiuia,undertonk.tq ordain uhch other, [ Bishop. But this we deny, because, beu.mg ffn.:lly satisfied of the validity of their Episcopal c;:uveyl neither v.ﬂn.rmng nor admonition to }u? For
fop . ° “Oftiness of the verse, which is admirable, but — memazgh.,tbev'f,"fﬁff,ﬁfﬁ",:',",i,:‘é,:?;‘,‘;,’,‘;‘,':,’,’gi‘, ;,;i::fir ol 8 'feﬂ'ey, in the above (so-called) “letters of | Ordination !’ Rz St = the same cause, it is to be feared that God has a con-
Iy w‘—‘h?ar evidence of God's hand and providence y December 1, 1848. | was declarey ,’Nv ALD! (Life of Wesley by Cokio snis Moo:: orders, " simply styles himself “a Presbyter of the | Now when dlfl this “imposition of hands’ on Mr. tﬂ:":s}' with thousands of the parents of our degene-
lhe’ thay ':h I think none can doubt or question, bU"t Dear Sir,—Your letter, requesting me “briefly to | bP" 1-?1; :::“2') i e e Ch_"i",‘h i England.” : Asbury by Dr. Coke take place? Mr. Lee informs | ra ;V hgeen. RIS gt €5 v e
an hel; " 4 H ordained clergy,” were clergy of the L sy ¢ ; :
\bd&he world was made of atoms.” | set down. on paper’ the aubslavn.(.e of the various | church of E"z:n d_vy Pt ere noxtyord'ained by {’VYHM._‘ * Bhis “imposision of handa” was mot done in & Churchy | s« a0 ion i not to be confounded with the designating | who took a part in the ceremony, as well as the parents.
——== | COhversations we have had respecting the validity of | The Methodists here themselves draw’ the distinetion between orw“'-"lb‘f"" the people, but in Wesley's bed-chamber in Bris- Or Selting apart of a person to the work of the ministry; for, in | Thig appears to have been th,e case, from its first
GETHSEMANE, Wesley's ordinations, and other points connected with “’e."”[{“”y ordained clergy” and Wesley’s ordinations, '“”‘;Im' n}mz:', however, got Joised about, that Wesley had ";l"de strictness, any one may do this for himself, or it may be done institution in the family of Abrah 5 b
(By the R i the polity of the  Methodist Church,” together with | . L9t it mighe be suppored, thar- Westen bon s commis. | o B .60 B ot 14§ 0 oF o Hiod k| i b 0L et g B nothing but R Mot b s
. e0. J. Williams, B. D.) the views you have from time to time heard me Shted nD"- Coke, in these (so-called) © Letters of Episcopal “Lette W P seapal Orders, ,.“ thicy vy ilieg). _lhe Re_v. what any layman may perform; whereas ordination is the | manded to circumcise every male child born in his
Q"t 18 Temarkab] S 5 he | expre f:v b e d i ¢ isicd i Qﬁ'i'd"jv_ to “set apart” Mr. Asbury for the “same Episcopal Chl"l":he l':’l‘lh"‘ » who was not in the secret, on hearing of it, actual communication of authority from a legitimate source, to | house or bought with his money. In Gen. xvii. 10,
b Ve o rkable that both the Passion and the p s"a. - the ne‘ces.sn.y an T Ity of an A]’f"?{” W | o ]c)‘" 1t i Proper to state that no such “commission” is given | wroté “"g"’ll epigram :-- eXecute those function~ which appertain to the several orders | the command is first given to Abraham in the sineular
ly Tist were in a garden. As St. John ex- | Succession in the Christian Ministry, was, some time "’b - Coke in saiq « letters.”  Where is this “ commission” i “”])""e Bishops ,’"’de_’ of the ministry.”"— Staunton. number, but in the next verse it fs ohadped .m" the
hi«nvh.states of our Lord’s agony, it was “a garden | 880, received, but a variety of engagements has pre- | e{{m”d’ : w ‘;’m"’-’ G Seetgionn Whlm;l i gyt bime, there was 1o such thing i existence as a lural , o e oo
k) '¢h He entered.” and it has b since | vented my complying with your request until the Pre= | wgiret ordure ™Mbt think from this language, that Wesley had f;" ey bis basids on Coke bath o i - Methodist Church.” Wesley, and the Methodists themselves i H.e *as commanded to circumeise not only
Iy Ry « th ; eev? o St. | sent i I domaki ith st ordained [y, Asbury ] deacon and ¢lder,” it should be . ut—who laid hands onhim? Oy Spoke of themselves as the Methadist society, or societies, | his own children, but, likewise, all that, in his estab-
oy s € garden o'f' Gethsemane : so does St. : time, n 'un (.l'lﬂ mg-eve.n now to comply wit kﬂﬂ‘;“yl‘?hnt A,bu..). received no ordination from Wesley. He () RP_P"ntqd from a tract written by Dr. George Peck, & | or S0metimes as the Methodist Connezion, and that Wesley was lishment, was bought with his money. For the reli-
§ ey, cXpressly mention of our Lord's burial, that | 1t I s occupying time, which is demanded by other :);;e :r':] * layman, when Dr. Coke came to America; and Dr.| Metbodist B valien : their founder and father. Of course, it was only a human so- gious education of both, he, as the father and
3 'hlch as garden, and in the garden a new tomb; | and importunate services; but, as I consider your fterwardm"ed hlm‘.ndeucm;,elder, and superintendant, or, (as he 1 Lee ? Short Hl.story,r page 91. : . o. | €% and nothing more: indee(_l. at that time, it did not claim 2 £ = i d 4
| \Q Y10 one had been yet laid.”  As in all other | letter in the light of an earnest desire to ascertain the zSce Liew's called himself,) a Bishop, in the course of a few dayst| § Wes ‘3 2 this when 1t was too late.  Dr. Cake, in his | to be any thing more; and the idea of orduining a Superinten- master of the family, was held responsible. Tt is
!rere g g . ? n : Tr Id feel It lib . b - e’s “Shorg Hlatory of the Methoists,” p. 94, letter to 'lllbnp White, (Appendix A), says, “He (Mr. | dent, or any other minister, for a human society, is absurd.— | evident that he stood in the c.paci(y of, what we
\‘A cting our blessed Lord, so in this also e VAR "h"O‘_ eel myse A atl'l ;"y toh"e "Ise}: l‘; mi!! ine‘;"n“f "';le “regularly ordained” ministers was a German| Wesley) being Pressed by our friends on this side of the water, | Lee sayx, (page 47,) “ We were only a religious society, and
lormation therein requested. 1In oing this, I shal ame

L] EBio

\M'en’;:h"h translation is annexed to these extracts, for

) "x: 52 ;;f such of our readers as may not be familiar
b,

follow the order above given, and

* Song of Solomon, vii. 18.

Otterbine!” (Lee’s History, p. 94.)

ugimg'sbi' is not yue. The General Conference did not at that

homfu:.ecﬁ" Coke and Asbury as Bishops, as will be shown

for ministers to administer the sacraments to them, (there being
very few Clergy of the Chureh of England then in the States),
went farther, I am sure, than he wonld
foresse® S0Me sventy whish followed.”

have gome, if he had

not a Chureh,”
we formed ourselves into a regular Church.”
society could be turned into s Church, e does
This was after Coke same to Ameries.

At page 94, he says: “ At this Conference
How a religious

not inform us.

call, godfather, to the children that had been bought
with his money and retained in his family ; and hence
it appears that sponsors are not peculiar even to the
| primitive Apostolic Chureh, but may be traced to s




