stion SMirror

NRW SBRIBS.

L

WEEKLY.]

“ MANY SHALL RUN TO AND FRO, AND KNOWLEDGE SHALL BE INCREASED.—DANIEL xii. +.

Yor. III.

A NI SN AN A L A 4 N A A A P ANt b e e b e s e

MONTREAL, THURSDAY, MARCH 14, 1844.

[7s. 6n. PER AN,

B R I TV B N

No.26.—N. S. No. 20.

—

POETRY.

e A

From the Christian Sovvenir for 1843,
CHRIST, THE PHYSICIAN.
BY MIss H. F. GOULD.

¢ Now when the sun was setting, all ihey that had
any eick with divers diseases, brought them unio
Bim.”»—Luke iv. 40.

The hills of Judea with sunset are bright,

Their fountain-streams flashing like gold, in its light ;
The Bower of the valley is closing its eye,

The shadows are lenglhened, and dwindle to dic;

While over the lake comes the bland summer air,
Ita (reight of the mountein aroma 1o bear; ¢
The bird, fiying home, furls her wing by her nest,
To sing her swect hymn where her little ones ress.

The scene is all peaceful in beauty and love,
Sereno and adoring while carth looks above

To Him, who, withdrawing the glory of day, .
With stars in bright armies her faith will repay.

But why, at this hour, comes yon impotent throng,
With pature refusiog to bear them along ;-

Their voiccs eafecbled, while anward they urge,
Apd thus from afar to ouc cantra canverge 1

The palsied, the crippled, the deaf), and the blind,
‘The wasted in body, the tortured in mind §

The wild-firc of frenzy, the froat of dospair,
With many-formed ills in assembly are there.

And lo ! the Physician ! beniga doth he Btand,

With myrrh in his vestute—with life in his hand ;
And those who draw'near, shall find healing for them,
Although of his garment they touch but the hem.

Now, o’r the wan check see the health-roses come !
“"The blindreceive sight ; thereis speech from the dumb ;
The palsicd walk (orth ; every form is made whole ;
‘The demon poseessor is chased from the soul.

But who is this mighty Physician, so sure

At once cvery evil to reach and to cure 1

From what secret source are his miracles brought 1
In whoae holy name are his miracles wrought 7,

O, Christ is the healer ! the balm he bestows

From his heart of pity for man ever flows ;

“ | will,” is the name, the prescription he gives,
When healed are the sick, and the dead again lives !

Yet not for this only doth Jesus appear ;

To wo’s latest heir in all time to be near,
Himsell must be wounded, a life-giving tree,
With batsam for all, ever-flowing and (ree.

And down through all ages these balm-drops shall fall,
Till earth’s farthesy borders respond to his call 3

“ Yo wounded, yo weary, ye sorrow-oppresed,

Come all unto me, and find healing and rest ¢

He would little children should hasten to him,
Ere life’s morning beams with carth’s vapor be dim ;
But none may despair—there is time even yet,
Though low be pur sun, if we come ere it set.

At length from Mount Zion will Jesus look down,
And death melt away in the light of.his crowan ;
While they who in faith now their wants tb him bring,
In glory surround him, adoring their king.

-|jealous of our deceitful hearts on this point, lest

CHOICE EXTRACTS.

WINNING SOULS.

Or uninspired ministers, no two probahly lm’vol
better comprehended the object of theic mission,
ot more gloriously secuied it, than Richard Bax-
ter, and Joseph Alleine. Contemporary in life,
kindred in spirit, richly if not equally ‘endowed
in intellect and learning, they lived nol only for
the salvation of the crowds who were the {ruits
of their ministry, but for examples of what the
ministry might be, and should be, in power and
accomplishment. The pastor, who desires pro-
ductive labours, may learn the conditions of suc-
cess by studying their Wwritings and memoirs,
better than by reading all the works which have
been written, and learned all the lectnres which
have been delivered from their day 1o this.

Their writings are but the continuation of their
ministry, and like the living -vaice, will conveit
to the end of time.

On the review of his ministry, Daxter re-
marks :— -

€ OFf all the personal mercids that [ ever re-
ceived, next to the Jove of God in Christ to my
-owh soul, I must joyfully blessdim for the plen-
tiful success of my endeavours upon others. O
what Fruits, then, might. 1 bave. seen, if I had:
been more faithful? T know we need be very

e m——

our rejoicing should come from our nride. a-
wrénj! we éumu nave the praise ot every ég ]

work aseribed. to ourselves: yel to imitate our
Father in goodness and mercy, and to rejoice in
the degree of them we attain to, is the duty of
évery child of God. [ therefore tell you my.
own experience, to persuade you, that if yon did
but know what a joyful thing it is, you would
follow it night and day throngh the greatest dis-
couragements.” . .

Me. Alleine, in urging private Christians as
well'as ministers, to éngage in the work of sav.
ing soiils from death, tﬁéug‘ expostulates i—

& Whete is the Christian' almost that seriously
bethinks himself, what might I do to win souls ?
1t may be you will go on in the company of the
godly, where you will be edified ; but when Jo
you go to your poor neighhour, who you see is;
living in a sinful state, and tell him of his dan-
ger, and labour to gain him to Christ? If it
were but his ox or his ass that lay ready to pe-
rish, you would make no question but it was
your duty to help him out of the ditch. Apd do
you in earnest think that you owe more o those
than you do to his soul ?

¢ The fruit of the righteons is a tree of life ;
and he that winneth souls is wise.”” Surely the
lives of too many Christicns speak the language
of Cainy, % Am 1 my brother’s kecper? Do
you not know how to get into a poor neighbour’s
door? Carry an alms wilh you ; do him a kind-
ness ; speak as a brother, or a sister, or a friend,
to his ehildren, and you will prepare the way for
a welcome reception. Then I shall look to "ee
the kingdom of Christ flourish gloriously, when
every one that professeth godliness shall arisé and
take'hold of the skirt of his néjghbour. O! see
your neglect in this. Do not think it enough to
keep your own vineyard: let your friends and
neighbours have no guiet from you ill you see
them setling in good carnest to seek 2fter hea-
ven, O! if you would bring in but every one
his man to Christ, what a blessed thing were it!
When so many are busy Jeading men astray, how
active should the friends of Christ be in bringing
back the lost sheep to him 1? .

Does any one ask the cause of the success,
whicb signalized their ministry 7 It is indicated
by the passages we have quoted.” The object

this they read and thought, and conceived their
sermons in the stady, and prayed in their elosets,
and conversed b their visits, and wopt in their
secret places.  Nothing less than this could sa-
tisfy them; reformed morals, intellectual ortho-
doxy, large congregations, with no stint of po-
pular applause, were nothing in their regard,
without the practical influences of the gozpel
sinking into the hearfs of their hearers. They
sighed for ¢ souls for their hire,” ashamed of the
sermon which brousht them nothing of this re-
ward.  They told” nothing of & Platonism,»
i Ecleclicism,” or « German philosophy ;** or
better named nytholozy, like the learned preach-
ers an'l great Doctors of our day, leaviny the
congregalion to doubt, as they conclude their dis-
conrses, whether the gospel is nat a part’ of thie
¢ Gentile dispensation,’® instead of airevelation
of light and Jove. Affvctation has ne place ; po-
pularity they never souzht; around them was
lying a world in sin ; before them was the judg-
ment they had felt the power of the gospel ;
they heard an imperious call to do something—a
call from ahove, which they could n 'f;i‘gfﬁs:; it
sounded in the deep places of thef} souls, ‘and
came back in echoes from the groaning and tra-
‘vajling creation, which neecleftho;tupplicated
relief.  ‘They wrote, they preachedthey prayed,
with this single ohject belore them, whose. ac-
complishment became cven apassion. The suc-
c‘:&nf.fl_ifl .ot come without ““strong erying and
grs.will come, who desire it 4§ strong\y Afa'sdex
it as directly. A ministry which instructs and
edilies is to be coveted, but more that which
saves souls from death, and fills heaven with joy.
Next to the assurance ol his own salvation, it
was the joy of Baxter that he had won athers to
the Saviour.. It was also the joy of Paul ; ¢ for
what is onr hope, our joy, or crown of rejoicing ?
Are not ve even in the presence of our Lord Je-
sus Christ? For ye are our glory and joy.””—
Congregational Journal, .

A DYING THOUGHT OF SELDEN.
Joun SeLprN, distinguished for eminent learn-
ing, a few days hefore his death, sent for Arch-
bishop Usher, and Dr. Langblaine, and, among
othier things, told them that he hal surveyed
most of the learning of this world—that hig sludy
was filled with hooks and manuscripls on various
subjecis—yvet he could not recollect any passage
out of the infinite volumes that he could think of
with half the satisfaction which attended his
contemplation of the Sacred Scriptures. He
pointed out one particular text, that greatly comy
forted and refreshed his spirit: ¢ The grace of"
God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all
men, teaching us, that, denyinz ungedliness and
worldly Justs, we should live soberly, righteous-
ly and godly, in this present world; looking
for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing
of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ+??
ETERNITY.
Tue following striking passage is published in
the Memoir of Leigh Richmond, as taken from
one of the discourses of that eminent divine :—

« What a scene- doés elernily present !—the
years of life past—early connections dissolved—
the secrets of all hearts lai1 open—souls saved or
lost—Christ a frowning Judge or a welcome Sa-
viour—all mistakes and—errors in religion at an
end—every false foundation undermined—a
world in flames, and consumed as though it had
never been—time itself no more—eternal ages of
ages rolling on in ceaseless bliss or wo—who is

they proposed was the conversion of men. For

sufficient to speak even on these things 7



