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hody as foon as ever he thould come, which
they irmly expected he would, to difplace
the hine with his breaft, But thelion which

dak,’and probably had fome fufpxcmns
with refpe@ to the line, Rruck it away
with his foot 3 and without betraying the
Jeaft fear in confcqucmc of the reports
made by the lquded picces, went-en fleadi-
zhwand carelefs of every thing, and devour-
td the prey ic bad Jeft untouched before.
N, Buffon (tom. Ix. p, 7.) 1ells us, cn
the authority- of Marmal and Thevennt,
that the lions, which in the more cultiva-
ted and inhabited parts of Barbnrj and [n-
dia, are ufed to experience ‘man’s fuperi-
ority, fumetimes (uffer themfelves to bé
intimidated with a few ftrokes of a flick
(and thac cven by women and children)
from carrying off their prey, This accords
with feveral accounts thaz | have Heard
at the C.;pc, of fla¥es who had had courage
enough, with a Krife or fome other wea-
pon @ill more infignificant, to defend
their mafler's cattle, which had been at-
tacked in the dark by a Jion.
It is fingular that the lion, which,. ac.
cording to many, always kills his preyim-
‘nicdiately if it beforgs to the brute crea-
tion, is reported frequently, although pro-
voked, to content himfelf with merely
wounding’ the human fpecies ; oratleaft
to wait fome timc before he gives the fa.

tal blow to the unhappy vi&tim ke hasgot

under him. - A farmer, who the year be:
fore had - :hc misflortune to be a fpecator
" of a lion's feizing two of his oxén, at the
very inftant he had taken them out of the
waggon, told.me, that they immediately
fell dowvn dead upon the {pot clofe wo each
other ; though, upon examining the car-
cafes -afterwards, it appeared that their
backs only had been broken. In'feveral
places through which I pafied, they men.
tioned to'me by name a father and his two
fans, who were faid to be fiill Jiving, and

who being en foot near a river on their .

eftate in fearch of a lion, “this latter had
rufhed out upon them, and thrown one
“of them under bis feet <. the two others,
however, had time cnough to fhoot the li
on dexd on the {pot, . which had faid al-

moft acrofs the youth fo nearly and dearly
related to them, without having donc him -

*any particalar-hurt, .
1 myfclf faw, near ,the uppcr partof

* Duyven-hoek.rivier, an elderly Hottentot,

wha- at that time (his wounds being mn
open) bore under one-eye and undetneath

his cheek. bone the ghattly marks of the

" “bite of a licn; which did not think it worth
. his while to'give him any other chaftife-

~mient for having, together with his mafter’
gwhom 1.-alfo- knew) and feveral othor
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.this fp=cious aame,

"reafon can this attributed2 beftowed' uyp

_peds, becaufe it does not exercife an equal '
p

_ besft to follow them..

_-conclude, thatitispotin: ‘magnimity;. asy
_many-will have it to be, bug,in an intid

Chr:ﬂmns, hunlcd him with great intrepiy
dity, though. without fuccefs. .. ‘The cen-

- verfation ran every where in. this part of "
rame in the day time before it was yet .

the country upon onc Bota, a farmer ang
cantain in the militia, who had lain for
foine tiine under.a lion, and had received
feveral bruifes from the beaft, having been
3t the fame time agood deal butcn by hmg
in one arm, as a tolicn to rcmembcr hun'
by ; but, upon the whole, had, in 3 man-
nier, had his life given him by this noble
animal. ‘The man was (2id then to bedi-
ving in the diftri@ of Artaquas-klsof,

. 1 donot rizhtly know how to account
for this merciful difpofition tawards man<
kind., Docs it proceed from the-lion's
greater refped and veneration for man, ag
being equal e, or even a mightier tyrant
than bim{clf among the animal creation ¢
or isit merely from the fame caprice, which
has fometimes induced him not only te

“fpare thelives of men or brute creatures

whio have b- en given up to him for prey,
but even {ocarefs them, and treat them
with the greateit kindrefs 2 Whims and
freaks of thiskind, have, perhaps, in agreat
meafure, acquu"d the lion the reputation:;,
it has for genercfity ; but I cannot allow
f.c 4 oaly to viriuz,
to be lavithed upon ywildbeaft. Slaves, :
indeed, and wretches of fzrvile minds, areg
yront wiith chis., ateributer to farger their :
greateft tyrant ; but with what. fhewof

the meft powerful tyrant among quag ru

degree of cruglty upon all occafions 2.,
.‘That. the lion does not, like thewalf; |
tiger, and fome other beafts of. pre)"gngll at
great @¥al of game or catle at'one rime, 1
perhaps, proceeds from this, that’ while he
is employed in atracking. onelor two of
them, the remainder fy farther than it ac.
cords with the nataral mdolenc _jof_thss

generofity, a cat ‘may be ﬁyledigeﬁerous
with refpe to the rats; as I have feen

- this creature in the fields among 4 grea:
. number of the latter, where fhecould

made a great havoc at once, feize “on :

"finglc once only, and run off with it. lhe
‘lion and the cat, likéwife, very- ‘much -re-, .;

femble cach othery in partly ﬂ-'cpmg outy.}
and partly paﬂmg away in a Quict. inagtive |

Mate a great part of their time, .in \vluéh

hunger does hot urge them to- go in. q‘n.{é'(}

‘of their prey.

-From what-T have alrcady relazcd and”
am farther about to mention, -we may

ous and’ cowardly dnfpgﬁnon, blund:d',
with a certain degree’ of pride, that.ithe ;

general charaé\er of the hon conu.la + and
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