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bodyas foon as ever lie hould come, which
they 6rnly expe&ed-lie would, to difplace
the une with his breail. But the lion which
came in tle day time before it was yet
dark,'and probably had (one fufpicions
w'ith refcpd to the tine, truck it away
with his foot ; and without betraying he.
cafn fcar in confequepce of ic reports

made by the lqaded picces, went-on leadi-
-4y'..nd carcles of every thing, and devour-

td the prcy it lad left untouched before.
M. Buffan (tom. lx. p. 7.) icils us, on

the authority- of Marmal and Thevenot,
jhat the lionb, whi in the more cultiva-
tcd and iniabited parts of Barbary and In-
dia, arc ufcd tu experience 'man's (uperi-
ority, functimes ruffer themfelvea to hd
intimidatcd vith a fcw f1rokes of a flick
(and thar even by women and children)
from carrying off their prey. This accords
with feveral accounts that I have hearti
at the Cape,ni flaries who had had courage
rnough; "witi a krife or forne.other wea-
pun 1ill more infignificant, ta defcnd
ticir mafler's cattile, which had becn at-
tacked in the dark by a lion.

It is fingular that the lion, whi,.ac.
cording to.many, always kills his preyim-
netdiatcly if it belongs ta the brute crea-
tion, is reported frequently, although pro-
yokcd, -o content himfelf with merely
wounding: the human (pecies ; or at leafl
to wait (orne time before he gives the fa-
tal blow ta the unhappy viairam be has got
under him. . ' A farmer, who the year be.
fore had -the misfortune ta be a fpe&ator
of a lion's feizing two of hisioxen, ar the
very inftant lieiad taken rhem out of the
waggon, told me, that thcy immediately
fe down dead upon the (pot clore tu cach
other ; though, upon examining the car-
cafes : aftcrwards, it appe.arc4 that their
backs only had been broken. inrfeveral
places through which I paffed, they men.
tioned to-mc by name a father and his two
Cons, wvho weru faid ta be fliilljiving, and
who being on foot near a river on their

etate in fearch of a lion, ýthis latter had
rufhed out upon them, and thrown one
'f then under bis feet . fle two others,
how cver, had timc enough ta (hoot the li.
on dead on the fpot, whlich had laii al-
noft acrofs the youth fo nearly and dearly
related to then, without havintg donc him
any particular.hurt.

i niyfelfÇaw, near,the upper part of
Duyveni-hdek. rivier, an elderly Hottentot,
who at that rime. (liis wounds being lil
open) bore under one-cye and undeincath
his cheekAUone the ghailly mark.s of*the.
bite of a licn, which did not think it worth
ais wývhilc to 'give himany other chaftife-
pient for laaving, together with his mafter
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Chriftians, huntrd hni with great intrepi.
dity, tiough. withour fuccefs. .. The con'
v.erfation ran every wherc in. tis part of
tle country tpon one Bota, a farmer an4
captain in the militia, who had lain för
fome time under-a lion, and had rcceived
fevoral bruifes from the eaft, havin'g bee*
at the f.rm time a good deat btten by hinp
in one arm, as a tolken t remember hini'
by ; but, upon the wiole, had, in main
ner, la-d his life given him by this noble
animal. The man was faid then to be-li-
ving in the dialriC of Artaquas-klior.

I do not riitly know how to account
for this merciful difooaition tow-ards mnan-
kind. Docs it proceed from thielion's
greater rcfped and vencration for man, a.
being equal to. or cven a miglhtier tyrant
than bimfelf aniong the animal creation
or is it mercly from the f:rie caprice, which
has fonetimes induced him not only to
-(pare the lives of men or brute creatures
vho have been given up to him for prey.
but even t'c cacfrs them, and trcat theni
with tlie greated kindnefi ? Whins and
freaks of thiskind, have, perhaps, in agreat
mcafure, acquircd the linn the rcpu'ta«oqg
it has for generofity ; but I cannot all-oj,
this fp:cious nant, f;c.. only ta vir.ue-
to be lavithed upon Pwidbcaft. Slaves,
indeed, and wretches of fervile'minds, are
yront ywith this . attribute to flat;er their
greate. tyrant ; but with what ibw of
reafon can this attributesbp beflowedupon
;hc me%1poverful tyrant amongqagu.
pedi, becaufe it does not exercife an equal
degree of crue!ry upon lil occafions,-e

That:,the lion does not, like the wctdf, i
riger, and fomle other beaas of.prey.'%il1 à
great i of game or cattle at one rime,
perhaps, proceeds from this, that'while he:
as employed in attacking.. one or two of
them, the remailder fty farther Chan. it ac.
cords with the natural indolenceof.tbis
beft to ~follow them. If thisecilld
generorty, a cat may* be ylldr&t
with refped ta the raits ; as . h a ea
this crcature in the fields among àgreat
number of the.latter, where fhe could:hiive.
made a grcat havoc at once, feize on a
fingle one only, and run.off wiith it. The.
lion and the cat, likewife, very-much re-
(emble cach other, in partly tlccpinig .out,
and partly pafling away in a quietina&q-ive
flate a great part of tieir time,_ in Vhidi
hu'n'ger dots not urge them to-go in qitt}
of their prey.

From what. . have already.related, and
an fartier about ta mention, .we nay
conclude, that itistnotin angnimity, as
many'will have it to.be. but;, in an infldig
ous and coWardl' difpolrîtion,I blendid
vitlh a certain degree- of.pride, that te

gencral charaacr of the lion conù s and


