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T HE question, IlShould the Consti-1 tution be amended ? I is again
sugg,ýested by the case which British
Colùmbia has formulated in support of
its demnand for Ilbetter terms," and it
îs here proposed to use that case by
way of illustration in support of the
opinion that there is a radical error in
the Con stitution ; and, further, that the
error should be eliminated as speeaily
as, possible in order that certain bar-
riers may be removed out of the path of
our national progress and certain dan-
gerous causes f friction done away
with.

Roughly summarized, the case of
British Columbia is, thal its proper
proportionate contribution to the re-
venue of the Dominion would have
been, for the period since the Province
entered the Confederation (1871), two
per cent. of the total of that revenue,
whereas its actual contribution bas
been five per cent., and tbat Dominion
expenditure on account of the Province
bas fot been at ail in the saine propor-
tion. To put it in another way : Look-
ing to the whole of Canada, the central
auithority bas returned to, the people in
expenditures (the debt of the Dominion
having largely increased since 1871)
much more than it bas taken from the
people in taxation ; but, confining the
view to British Columbia, the reverse
bas been true ; there has been taken
from the people of that Province in
taxation, by the central authority,
some $13,000,000 or $ 14,000,000 more
than bas been returnedt to them in' ex-
penditures. The Pacific Province bas
become a "milch cow" for the Do-
minioni.

A full statement of the case tbus
summarized is contained in a "*Memo-
randumn re Financial Relations"- pres-
ented to the Government at Ottawa,
over a year ago, b>' the Premier of
British~ Columbia.* Partial statements
have frequently been printed by Prov-
incial newspapers, but in the document
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cited the whole case k, gone into min-
utely. Absolute accuriacy is not claimn-
ed, but that the Ilbalance of' ;inaccuLr-
acies," if it mayý lie so expressed, wvijj
be in favour of the Prov-îice Seemsl :er-
tain from the fact, which t he mmrn
dumII points out, that while large puir-
Chases of goods, whlich haive paid duty
in the Atlantic Provinices are madle bly
British Cubino cutraacn
purchases of du4tiable goods; to bie con-
sumred in Lastern Canaida are miade in
the P'acific Province. 'l'le mnemoiran-
dum is much toa long for fill quioiation
here, but the followinig excer-pts wil
fairly indicate its sco)pe. (IlThe pres-
ent year" î5 1901, the memnorandum
having- been written early in that year):

'lnîorîaî pu l1i dvrtakings, 'flcfl asl
tItirrougli unes uf rala.,cniCoast po
ted 'ion and marine sVrvicv, arev national, and
are nl chargeable lua Iy h k poinîed out

elehrwiîhl the excpion Ftecntut
tion of the main imie (if thieCaair cfc
Raiiway in lt-ePovne ail suichir attera are
incl1uded iri the statemnent, il, order thao t il may
bue madte ais faI! and fair lu tire Dominoion as
possible. It k, aiso puinîied out Ihat not dis-
tinction is mlade. a, to public works cha;rgedi
lucaitl anid Ilose charged lu revenue,
whlich, if duone, wold miateriaily lessvin the
allouai expendtiliure-t tlebitccd to thePrvi- e

It mayý be' lleid thalt, als tilte CanadïtianL
PaILi Riiwayý %vas orignally mut in -on-

formnity witir one of tire Termns of Union with
Britishr Columbia, il was peilyfor ils biene-
it and tirat a share of tire co.sI ahouid ire
cirargod o lire Province. Thiý s k untenable.

... In the samie way il would ire unfair
to Ontario 10 charge to ils accoulit tire great
cost of caniais buili ini and throuigh it. -.
Tire total amnounit expended by thre Dominion
in tire Province, up) 1 ist july, i9oi -- estijnat-
ing lire expotnditure for tire present year-7wihi

ave been $28,9)68,091; tire total conitributed
by Britisir Columbia to tbe Dominion> cing
Irle Samne period wvill have been $_42,475,349-
IIeaving a balanice in fatvour oftlie Priov ince of
over $l13,5oo,ooo. Tlhe expenditures in ilire
Province include tire $750,000 paid lu lthe
Esquiinialt and Natiaiimo Railway Company as
a subsidy, and ai lire other rail way subsidies;
thre deirt of the Province assuniei by thre Do-
iniion in 1872 and initer-esl on ire sanie, andi

evervtiring else* directly orl indirect ]y con-
Inicluding, of course, thre subsidies, etc.,

payable to tire Province unter tire Termis of
Uin J.C. B.


