46

CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED

'NEWS.

Dro EMDER 31

\‘\70

waurd 'Y accarda-ec with the Oopv-nahl
Tt et of 1888,

HILDA
THE MhRCHANTS SECRET.

BY XRS. J. V.

NORL.

Authorof the @ Abbey of Raﬂxmoﬁ:.,” % Passion
and Principle,” ¢ The Secret of Stanley
Hall,” « The Cross of Pride,” &ec.

| Writtem for the Canadian {iluitrated Nevs.)

—

CHAPTER \\\Ill —Custinued,

That evening at«:_phcu did not come to tea
snd when seven o'cleck struck and he did not
wake his appearanve, Blanche understeod
that he had no intention of saccompanying her
to the Crystal Palace. Butshe was detennined
not to be deprived of the expevted pleasure,
Such a collection of lowers as would e ex-
hibited at this Floral Show was not to be
seet every day even in Montreal, where so
many ditferent sources of amuscment exist,
$o she persvaded Mrs. Osbarne to accompany
her, urging that if she did not she would by
dgpn\ ed of so much pleasurc. Mark Berkeley
was waiting near the entmnce of the L‘n\t\\l
Palace.

As they were among the first arrivals they
had no dxtmultv in procuring a good scat
when they had made the round of the Luild-
ing and seen all that was to e secn.  Mrs.
Osburne quite enjoved the scene, which was a
novel one to her, for her life for vears had

] '-.oluh‘l\‘ necessary or her

been very retired. She seldom went any where |

vt to church.  The mare plants aud beantitul
Howers exhibited in such profusion, the va-
ricty in the shades of green displaved by the
briitiant waslight, the maylvadressed crowds
illing the large buil! Hing, the deligheful mw-
sic of the military bdﬂd‘ made
Ber a scene ever to be rumgmbcrnd
not now wonder at the cagerpess
to go 1o the exhibition, - Her only regret was
that Stephen’s suller humour had made him
foT 0 Rl 1) unju\ wment.

About ten o'clock the crowd began to thin
and it was at this time that Mrs. Qsburne™s
attention was attracted towards a fashionably-
dressed party moviog towarnds the entrance
near whick she was seated,

There were three ladies, one cldcﬂy, the
others young and beautifol ; but it was not
these who fixed Mrs, Usburne’s eve. It was
the gentleman who accompanied them, a fine
lu-okm-' elderly mian, the face still handsome
r.huu"h the hair and whiskers were almost
grey.

“Who is thatgentleman 7 she asked eager-
Iy of Mark, who she perceived was also watch-
ing the qroup

“ That is the Governor,” he replied.

* The Governor of (,an'xda. do you mean? "
she asked in the same cager avesnts.

\Iar broke inio a laugh at the mistake.

+ No, my Governor,” he said, trving
restrain his merriment.

“ His father, Mr. Berkeley be means,’ re-
marked Blanche, smiling. “ You do not un-
de. rstand slang, aunt, but wbnt 15 the matter?

she added, wundu.nm:h
bad seen a ghostt ™

She did
of Blunche

Lud

passed on and she sauk back in her sest pale
dnd agitated. <1t cannot be F° she mur.murrd,

cand yet! good Heavens, what a likeness !
The face oldz_r the hair grey but vet the ex-
pression of thc eve 50 like! And “that is Mr.
Berkeley ! What strange resemblance people
do often bear to one anuthlr”

CHAPTER XXXIV,
AN AGREEABLE SURPRISE.

Tue twelve pom. train is due at Lachine and
the “ Grecian® is impatienily waiting its ar-
rival at the railway wharf, In the distance
¢louds of black vapour announce its approach,
Soon the shriek of the engine iy heued, and the:
train is seen rushing onward with quickened
velocity; a fewminutes afterwards and it comen
thundering up to the station, For the next
ten minutes all is bustle as the passengers for
the ¢ Grecian” with théir Ingeage are traps-
ferred from the cars to her deck, and now the

shrill whistle of the steamer penctrates: the

war, startling those unaccustomed o the un-
_carthly sound and the ¢ Grecian” puts off
from the whnrf o her passugt* acrosg Lake
5t. Louis.

It is the end ofJul) and thr- travelling sen-
son ob the 8t, Lawrence is at its height, A
great many passengers are thercfore on board,

severel of whom are Americans, as may be 12

scen by their differeot style of dress and the
delicate beauty of thy > »ung Jadies as well s
the faded appesranc < 1 their mammas—pre-
muturely old at fort; . There were also some
of the wealthy citizens of Xloutreal forsaking
their homes during the hot season and going
Lo spend it in gome charming locality in the
-more temperate climate of western Canada,

. .Among these was a group ir whom the
;reader. may casily recognize Mrs. Berkrley,

all seem to: (o have staved at kome, It s not mnong the

“You look as if you §
i to her and
Mrs. Osburne made no reply, the party had |

;T'x'-'.nrmcd Blanche

her dnughlu Thérdse,” Miss Tremayne . and
Licutenant Berkeley. They were ‘on' their

‘way 1o Niagara, intending afterwards to visit

the upper lnkes whose scenery 15 so justly ees
lebrated. Mra. Berkeley's nerves bad, she snid,
received such a shock on the ulopcmcut of ber
daughter-in-law, that change of scene was abs
healtlh must sutfoer,

Bestdes vvery body bad gone out of town and

she must follow the exampie of her fashion-

able sequaintances, For the Iast three or four
anmmers she bhad visited Cacounun and Ri-

! mouski for the benefit of the sea air, but this

yuar, us change of sceue war what she most re-
quired, she would travel in Western Canada.

. As thue escort of & gentleman was required

look after the tickets
been pressed into the
arrangement which w

and lugygage, Mark had
service of the ladics, an
ould necessarily fora few
weeks interrupt’ bis frequent meetings snd
charming ¢éfe & tétey with » Blanche Osburne.
But there was no help for it, the ladies could
not tavel withont a gentleman

would not leave the conntry-house and Grant
hiad gone off on a wild goose chase after his
wife and that mmscal Castonvil.  So Mark in-
when he went to
adizw the evening before they 1eft Moutreal.
This was Thérese Berkeley's fismst trip up
the St Lawrence and its magnificent scenery
had the charm of novelty for her. The foam-
ing rapids surging and dashivg their white-
cvrested wavelets over

4 Oh, Tam tired to death 17 she rexelalmed
Lhrowmg herself down: on a chalr - heated and
<quite out of breath. -« Mark hurried we along
gaying we would be left behind and after all
we are in time cuough for the stenaner is stil)
at the wharf taking in-freight.”

& But we must leave soon for the whistle-

has twice sounded ana it is past the usunl
time for starting.” '

- Oh! Hildn, what & fool you wera to Te-
main here moping by )oumol! instead of
going on shory,
gers

doing so.!

“ Oht bm you did! The band of the Cann-
dian Rifdes was playing in the Park and the
fushipnable world of Kingsten was congre-
gated there strolling sbout—I was going to
say under the shade of the trees, but there
are no tr es of any gruwth yut. Mark snd 1

fhad n good laugh, criticining everything and

and there i
| Was 10 one olse to attend them, Mr. Berkeley

bid her;

tie hidden obstructing ¢

rocks seemaed very formidable and she declaned

nothing would induce her to descend them
when they were returning to Montreal, She
would take the trainat Prescottand aveid such
A dangerous  passage. - It realiy was awful to
think of rimmg. ane's life among auch au

{sure you,

angry boiling mass of waters ! Why could hat

people go throngh the vanals on their dawn-

Cowas i oglvat of mockery

wands as well as gpwand trip 7 It surcly was .

thie safest ronte.

< But not the quickest, stmpleton:”

“havy
[ S

cured Mark & apd apeed s the first thing o

be considered ! T you are 2o timid you ought

crapids alone there is danger in uavelling!

i
B
]
i

fasearlet or 8 unr,\-uncn cout IR et
L oree

we are on Lake Ontarie, whicl: i5 o minksture
weednn, what would you do! You woenld
YOUur senses with terror, 1 suppose.”

< Perhaps T would be as brave as yonrself,
Mark,” retorted Thérise, sarcastivaliy . Don't

lt,,\:a.u

R AN

every body

“ Then you do not tlhmk much of the beauty
vr fashion of Kingston, Thértse? but there
is ao place like Montreal in your opinion,”

tertainly not Kingston® said Thirdse
Inughing. + Mark declares there were sove
ral Beantiful pirls,” but I do not agree with
him; and then they were so plainly dressed
Really some of their costimaes must have een
wurn i the year onetl”

 Bot many of the badies in Kingston do
dresx very Gishionabily, Tlhéeose”

«They have not the butest fshions, T ws-
Hilda” persisted Theérese, = M-
gether they mre wanting in atyle. They do not
took like us Montrealers,” she added withon
look of haughty superivrity,

Al yeu think yourself a gadge in such
matlers, quite a conboisseur iy deess? There
i Hildn s cxves,

“Yex, I do! veplicd Thircse dhwidedly,
« The milliners say my taste is perfect, that
s ocritival eye. You know 1 ostady the
faghions and dress avcarding o the Jagest Pa-
ristan mode,”

“ Yoo retnarked Hibda gravels,
Qv O these

“o¥nG AR
shallow-aminded pirks whe wae-

o £ v : - ship Fasbion nnd are willing 1o adopt what-
uly think ia squall were tocome up When ' gygr stvle of drosa she may impose, nu watler

ow absurd or unbecoming i1 may
*Beally yvouore complimentary U said The-
sodittde piquod. » Now I bave a msind

L to punish you for that Aattering spoech by nnt

s telling

Limayg m«. sourself a h"m weause You wear the

Queen's s puiform, every beart that beats under

a brave

of
wulked away indi-

Mark, who always had the worst
thesecontests with Thérese,
guant,

About noun the next day the - Grecian®

Cintetested,” said Hilda miber doubtfully,

it in:
o with an arch glitter 16 e fne e¥es.

e whom I saw in the l‘trk "
Y Yon saw neo person there in whom 1 feol
for
the thought of Sir Gervase Moutagne sudden-
te prosented et to her imuq:_iumion

S There you are mistakant” said Tmnww
<1 s

i _gmsth:x uan in whom you do feel no sisall in-

eutered the Lake of the Thousand Ialands, !

and the scencery 0of this part of ths
river Thérdse declared was the most clinrming.
The water flowed ot 5o wndmly,
panse sprinkled over with weoded i<lands of
every shape and size,

majestic |
cmer n Halda's soice
the wide ex-

)

with here and there the

white turret-like lighthousw placed on some

bare rocky islet o King so plesnriesgu:,

This trip up the St Lawrenne

Dfnse bim ?
awakenuved |

many sorrowful reminiscences jn the mitd of
Hilda Tremusyne. Three vears befurs—a share |
prricd to ook back on—=she had travelled the

same roule accompabicd by her mother Then

shie, fke Theérese, had cnjoyed the sconery new §

s0 beautiful ! What changes
that briet period priaducedt What a
cloud of sorrow had passed over her

stautin-
it

net quite happy, her marringe with Dudley
prevented that, but shie hnd the comfurt wi ber
maother's fircsence. Now that vloved mother
Was gone

haet -

aml shie was alope tn the world to -

bear her gecret sorrow unsustained by hnaman |

sympathy.  When they

WwWole

appronching :

Kingston these bitter memories boonmys yet

mors painful. Hilda and the other passengers
were on deek as the = Grecian™ steamed tuto the:
beautiful
entrance being defernded by Martello tuwers,
While othirs were adiniring the city with its

bay with its  romantic shores—its |

public buitd ngs fooking so well from the har- ¢

bour— the pictircsgue shore of barcieticl dop-
posite, with Fort Henry crowning o greien slope
descending 1o the waters—she was lost in
paintul thonght, the ag ny of her bereavement
geemed W come buck suddenly with the sight
of Kingston aud .anable to restrain her Lears
she hastily rotreated 0 her state-room tuere
to indulge them unobserved. A litthe while
afierwards Thérdse knocked at the door ex-
clahwming,

o Come. Hildat the = Grecian” stops hers
two hours, and Mrrk snys we shall have tivie
o do Kingstoo’ h--ﬂm_- wy leave for ‘fo-
ronto !

& ] would prdur n-xmumm.; on basird, Th-
rése.  You kunow I have geen Kingston Yasfora

ned after Montrial you will find nothing 1o
admire in the city. 1t looks best from the
water [

The: bell of §t. Mary’s Cothedml was riug-
ing the hour of six whoen the 4 Grevinn ™ was

‘getting ap her stenm propuratory to leaving for

Toronto, and the pus<engers wlio had goncon
shore were seen hurrying o the wharf sum-
moned . by the prolonged  whistle of the
stcamer. Hilda was atlll
when Thirkse hastile entared,

in her dtate room’

. g, . . Celonded Hilda's e
that timne! Then 1t must be confessed <he was

terest. (Can Vi it gitess who it was?

TSI Gervase Montagwe, protably o bat 1
thoeaght be wag in Quelse.” There was a (re-
aned a sudden colour i
ber face which did not cscape Thitese's slwer-
valion,

Yo, 18 was Fie Gorvase, fooking mack al-
tered, Tassure vom, Hitda, Why Al you e
ashiodl Theeese eagerty, 01 know
you itke him ! yon ueedat deny that!

SO b Knew Te— dfied i dnsjuive 70 amd
Hiltda hesitateod, =He did not wish her consin
to know huw Zreat the interest was whick
she didd feed e Nie tiervase Montagie,

YOYes he did chnuire very partivularly about
you amd bedand you were at the wharfl on boand
the *Ureciat” " A ook of disappainlment
He Knew she WS B4
rear, and did not try to sec her,

Thérese understood the chianged expression,

HWe anly met the Basonet sa we were
leaving the Park,” she said and as he knew
the * Grecian was about to leasve for Toronta
e hd niot come o board, bt he said he
would see us soon again. ”(_ ix on his way
to Niagara and ouly stoppal st Kingston to
visit o fricad of hla an aflicer in the Artitlery
stationed there at ]m aent.”

This wan Rarthing news to Hildas., \h-'
would then soou gce him again, who in apite
of w1l ber eflorts Lo forget still possessed an
inextingrishable interest in ber beart, What
# sudden juy thrilled her at the very thonght,

The motion of the steamer now gave warn-
tmg that they were putting off frowm the wharf
and Therise and her cousin hurricd ou deck
to see the seenery ns they atesined ont of the
harbour,

The evening was besaliful, the waters of
the blue Outario i their docpest calin were
mirroring the cerulesn tints and white Hescy
clouds uhove. An hour afterwards and sunset
guve ite gorgeons splendors to the seene, edg-
fng the magniffcent inadses of pearly c'luudu
in the west with erimson and golden hiaes,
flinging o flowd of dnzaling llght across Hu-
Bivowid wadern sl glittering on the fonming
wake which the ateuner lelt lwlmnl wh {t gped

i proudly uward.

The next morning the * Grecian” roached

Toronte, but the Berkeleys did not go into the

city, intenling . to * 4lop there somo duys on -

their return. - They . crossed the Lake 1o Nine

gara, and pmu'wlrd by the afternoon erun to

the Kulla,

like e " rest of the pragsen- Cthe Maid of the Mise, as it nobly

w \lo um think 1 mis:l.,u-.l anything by

, Cuul(i
©who wng altting. tlu.ru within o few: puces i

iy ot PHe b et

Anoas

e

i

CHAPTER XXXV,
AN UNEXPECTED MERTING.
‘ 'l'wo days after the arrival of the Be )
nt Ll}m Clifton House, Sir Gerviue prkoleys
reached the Falls, zmd Mra, Barkeley, d
of having guch o fashionnbly” vm‘ex;l 'Mli::?(\l

him' to join her party, which 3}
gladly nccepted. b "‘i“‘“‘m L

M(mmgu.:

With him, thvrufnru i
uxplorvd the varivus places ur mu.m“ In :ﬂf‘
vielnity of this world-renowned  work of

Nature,  With him she stosl on the

deek of
Stenuged ),
white, curling, foating. wutur-s nmid vh.‘“l:;

with feelings of awe and dl‘“p‘h( the mighy

cataenct, lookiog so dense, so resistless “‘
overy lem{ng in it sublimityt Aee m.,],m”,‘:;
by the Baronet and Thicise, she visited Gong
Island—urossing the fmil lu‘h!;,u 5 Nedr {hy
brow of the eataraet——anid passed Ly Ny
pictaresque heights wat-hing the Horge
Fall descend in one mighty columuy,
up, from the fonming abyss below,
of minbow-tinted mist,

This was & time o intense enjoyment to
Hilda,  The presence of St tervas.
itrelf !mmnm seoetehas st el sot et sy,
their sejmration : and how did his pn S
k‘llhl\ﬂt‘!‘ this plrlu!]{t' she ('l]u‘rh tiviad v ‘HUJ"
seenes of such aublhnity and buanty u, u“,
Falls uf Nisgara preaentt 811 uo bnpassion.
cd worda were uttered by Siv Uervase iy e
enrs of Hilda,  The wmourufal fact which .,
letter had communtiated  abmost twyg Yvars
bfore, gecmeid ever prosent with Line he 5o 0
forgot ‘that =« gull divided thens Yot i,
knuw that she wis pussionately lovad  Woals
were not uecessasy b oreveal that, Loy .
A Language of Mis own, which, thiongh ,-_\,-._4’_,;'
silent, s earily understood, Dy tie g,
hotrs of the night, thaughie srowpidg wa
which, in the bappy excitemnent of the Jdg,
were  readtly distuinscd,  Was i Fenew.d
intiwacy with Sir Gervade right ! wis 'hih
hetighitfud votpatlonsiip eajoalatod to oo
Lier to congner her attachinent 1o um Ky i.‘, i
namz“ ? was the Hoe of

ol m,

\'hlw
sehding
“" clowdy

Witk i

'Ly
LN

venfaut shie w

thl' nlk-"lll ”hn!i v 7 Yet hiow
to aveided © Mis, Xu Keley L
Baratist to juin their party shile they
travelling,  During thely iy this fatin
could net be avolded,  Afles thoy setisnd to
Moutreal 1 mnst coase. Sic Gorvase wonld,
of e, .iuin hisv tvgizment in Qfieles, ar
they iyl Bever et agndn, as he
probably twfone leag retung ta E'.,t:;.:{. wl, Tuns
the prpresches of the silest manior were
bhushed, atud Hilds gave Jerself np to the in.
Lensa muuvuarn. oif lu rremiv i !mp-nn-'f«

b gnothl bak pasessd, and e Berhielevs
bave seaicted Toronto on thelr retusn o Mo
treal, Laving visited overy scene of inZepest
on the Capada shores of the chain of i
separating that oountry Yoo the United Stafos

It was the ovening of 6000 ativel, il
Mark Berkeley, haviug heasd that o St
cal Exhibiting wan tu e wwny ol the St Law.
rencs Hall, proposisd they should o, ax thy
pagere praised it «:xtr":wa_;.;un'.&)n tt ws
when Mres Horkoley's party uriv-w‘.; the
Wi very moch crowded, and all 15
seala wectpded,  CThis was vory A,n--_
Thitlae, aud ol proposed peturning TN
betel; she woald Liave forsgene the ot
i seeing the cxtabition rather than 'uf FTRRTAN
up with pyaple whom oobssly kpew. B
thin was overenled Ly Sir bervase Montag
remarking thnt they would looable tow
pictures (o greater alvantag: Ly not it
ton hear, pointing out some dadns amd o
cers whe had probaldy for ihis resson
themwelves amone the vulpar thrang,
supricilfons Thitese calicd the
people areind her,

Whiler they were waiting for the exhibition
to bDegin Hilda, who war not snck i tie
halit of going to such public scenes, east ey
eyes around the Hall thoughticly, obeerving
the tnass of strange faces, each one difenibiy
from the other, bt all wearing un ea prossion
of pleased auluipmum and enjoyment, bt
soon her attention was fixed by a preson sit-
linyg on one of the benches jnst in fromt o
Mre. Berkeley's party.  The fsce was turned
nwany, bt the: profile seemed strameely famni-
Hinr, and Hida's pulses throbled e the
thought of Dudley tashed theongh her mind.
Suddenly the man turned ronnd, snd their
eyes met,  Hilda did suppress the ery that
tose Lo fier Hps, but she could net preveut the

, il

WO uid

(s

rospeaiad HE

Csudden wtart uml the death-like paller that

ovarapread hor face, Fortunately bere umhuh
passod nonoticed, for st this mmoment the ga
was suddenly turned ull, and the Hall left in
darkness ax the vxluhmtm commenced,

How Venutiful thiey woere those exquisite
groups of statunry { those acenes in other
lands, those ivy ~covered rains and dine enthe-
dral mulrx ﬂmm- palace . omes and wnngnifi-
cent pllm of architectnro—nll nppu\rinb RO
nuttirnl, 50 resl, that the mind conld hardly
rmlm- (lu-) wore only representations!  But

Hilda saw nothing of the beauty or grundeur
m‘ the varidd seenes passing before her,  Her
eye conld take in nu other object but that
well-known face thal had such o startling
efivct, coming 8o unexpectedly before her,
ghe be nistaken ; was it indeed Dudloy

Might it not be n face rerembling his?

7 u (u cundnineL,



