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JI LI TTLE 2~DIOKIE.
My litIle Diokie in bis cage,
Doth oft my care and grief assuage;
1 love te, liaten to his song
He warbleq on tbe whole day long.

1 give lim water. seed and aand.
And ottenilîneg a reprinand;
For when big little crop belie o,
He volliesont such lively trille.

Wiîb manylittie modulation,,
And nierry littie variations,
lie inakea sucb noise, the 11111e elf,
That I can hardly hear myseif.

When 1 have any friends about
'lo make them hear-I have to about

With ail my mnight-and hardly tben
Can hear one sentence out of ten.

1 wish at tirnea that hoe were dead,
1 feel like pulling off bis head;
But no-Il know that pretty Dick
18 worthy of a btter trick.

Tihe l1111e fellow knows no sorrow,
H1e worries not about to-morrow,
lie dreada not want-he craves not riche.
And tbuâ a noble lesson teaches.

So lutile Dickie in bis cage,
Do;h leaeh the simpleton and sage,
lie teachea me-now <lues lie flote
To be oontented with my lot.

Chathain, Ont. A. .tF.

psalms and the seven dolors of the Virgin Mary
the first being the particular expressionc
David's contrition and the latter being a festival of the Roman Catholic churcli instituted bPope Benedict XIII. in 1725 and celebrated othe Friday preceding Palm Suoday. The sevedolors are (1) the prediction of Simeon, Luke ii34 ;<2) the flighî into Egypt ; (3) the lossû
Jesus in Jerusalem ; ff) the spectacle of Jesubearing the cross towards Cal vary; (5) the sighof Jesus upon the cross; (6) the piercing of hiside with a spear; (7) his burial. Before leaving the sacred character of'the number it wîll biwell to add that the first Greek copy of the OhTestament is said to be a translation frorn thýHebrew nmade by the order of Ptolerny b:1several interpreters about 270 B. C.; that thgSanhedrim, thie great concil of the Jews, conýsisted of seventv members; that the l)riest!circled the walls of devoted Jerjcho seven timesthat a seven-fold vengeance was threatened t(the slayer of Cain; and that it was seven (Syýbefore the flood when Noah filled his ark

With every heast. sud bird and insect amail.
In sevena and pýair.'

'111 R IIlM ()F FANCY.

In the pages of fancy, seven occupies an im-portant place. There wvere (and may still beseven heavens throtîgls which Mahomuet passed,while other rornancers (including, strange as itmay seexu, Victorien Sardou among their num-ber> have located a seventh heaven in Saturn.
Coîîsitlered lu the light of its peculiar mnathe- vWho, ton, flas not heard of the Seven Champions

maticalof Christendom-St. George of England, st.nutclproperties tho numnber nine has fr*in Denis of France, St. JlamesofýSpain, St. Anthonytme to tiniteattracted much attenitioni. Studeuts of ltaly, St. Andrew of Scotland, St. Patrick ofof the cuious have devoted both labor aud lneland, sud St. David of Wales ? "Noiseli'sure to demoustratiug how persistently theoenughto awaken the Seven Sleepers," is an ex-highest single character of aur numeratian re- ein otnmd s fl eeecaagopeats itself lu calculations into which it has tumuit, but the remark is more common than aonce been allowed.to enter. Its quality of self- knowledge of its origin. Very briefly the storyreproduction, if one may be allowed the termi, is is this- It is a Christian Iegend originating insimp]y astonishing, sd as a potent factor lu the the Orient, brouglit to Europe by Gregory offirst four mIles of arithmetic it pla>'s a very re- Tours sud often "reproduced by the Middle agemsrkable role. The number three hias also writers. Wheu Decius was king of Ephesus andpcliar mnatheinatical properties, though in a persecutig the Christians, seven young Men offesser degree titan its square. There is a nurn- that city,nto escape the murderous king','took re-bei, iuowever, which, "'hile not 80 pecuhiar in fuige lu a cave, snd being discovered, they were,processes of calculatiolu, is possessed of s strango bv arder of the tyraut, walled in sud left tciterest, becau.se of theî attribtîtes with which perish of hunger. Their naines were Melchus,time-houored institutions have iuvested it, sud Maximuan, Denys, John, Serapion, Constantineput un foaims sud dogmas which we are accus- sud Martitulan. Three hundred sud seventy-tomed to consider sacued-to ssy nothing af its two years afterwards, when the good Theodosinsuncanny attributes. It would be impassible in was omperar, an Ephesisu started lu ta make athe limited space of a îewspaper article ta give stable out of the cave, sud ta do this first tareail tlîst is curions conceruing the number seven, dowu the wall. The noise of the workmenbut after gaining information froni a varîety of aroused the youths, who had been sîl this turnesources we put the eclectic fsculty to work, sud miracu lously kept ssleep, sud oua of their nuni-frorn an abundauce of notes, select the followung ber was sent int the city to pnirchase bresd.for preseutation to the readers of the NEw's. He found the cross exhibited lu public whereWaîît of space too, precîtîdes any investigation but ye-sterday its private possession hsd meantinto the oigin of the opinions sud forma which death. He necognized no place non persan, sudmay soem to be governed by this numeral ; but on presenting his coin, an obolus of s date obso-what the writon prosents un bnief, the reader lete for centuries, hie was looked lipon with sus-may find t a grateful study to punsue lu ex- picion, sud finally taken before the authanities.tenso. 
They did not believe his story, but heing con-A SAC UED NUM'2IIERI. ducted to the other six young mon were fouud

alive aud freshly awskened from their langTo begin with, the numbor seven was by the sleep. The detailsbear msny points of roseni-Jews af old looketi upon as being lu a inessune a blance to 'Washington Irving's story of "«Ripsacred numben. The seventh day was the Sab- Van Wînkle."bath, sud that of course was veuersted as theday of nest ; but besides that there was the week TuIE SEYL2\N SLEEPER.or period o! sevon years, duing the last of which The Korani relates the story of the Seventhe esrth was unworked, left iu a stpate of ne pose. Sleepers ; the Persiaus aunually celebrate theirThon, too, there was the tume of seven weeks of feast ;tlue spot is still showu at Ephesus wheneseven years or forty-uine years, at the expira- the fabled miracle took place, sud ive believe thetion of which camne the great yeal' of Jubilee. Roman Catholic church bhas cousecrated a day toWhen visited by those wonderiuùl visions which their memory. Scarcely less niythical, per-are incorporated lu the Apocalypse, the exile Of hap)s, are the Seven Sages, who figure lu au oldPatmos could nat failed to have noticed, as we Englisb metrical work under the title of thedo now, the singular repetitian of the numben "gSeven Wise Masters," sud written of iuseven lu the vanions phases of the Revelation. Arabic, Hebnew, Greek, Latin, French, GenmanThere were the seven churches ta which messages sud Spauîish. The story is Drobably ai' Indian,wene sent, the seven golden caudlesticks with that is, of Hindoo oiia'ti one onththoin seven branches, the savon ever-burnnng tnuîy Oiential ide fsein, Slfaed olnzthelamps, whilc iin the figurative description of the emperon a new story oSeven Saighti e tli ahast day, St. John is roported ta have heard tract his attention frornis coutemplated execu-seven trumpets sounded, to have seen the seven tion of bis son. These Seven Sages are not tavials af wrath pouned out«. the soven stars falling be confounded 'vith the Seven Wise Men offroni heaven, to have jvtched the breakiug Of Greece, wba lived about 548 B. C., sud who de-the seven seals, sud ta have flowu lu spirit with voted theunselves to the cultivation of practicalthe seven oxocuting angels. Iu the days when wisdoî. They were Colon, Thales, Pittacuis,iolocansta were looked upon as a pertinent farm Bisa, Chilon, Cleobulus sud Perlauder ofof religion, the number seven was not aven- Corinth. They were the atîthons of the cele-looked. Thus Job's fric uîds oflered a sacrifice of îratod mottoes inscribed in the Delphian temn-seven calves sud seven heifers. David at the ple, whuchi, as the crystallization of seven lives'turne of the translation of the ark af the covenant experien ce. are woth repeating, if not remein-immalated the sanie nunîber of victims ; sud berung. The motto of Solon was, '«Kuow thy.Abrahami offered s sacrifice of seven sheep when self ; " that of Thales, " Suretyship 18 the pro-miaking an alliance with Prince Abimelech, sud cursin of muin ; " that of Pittacus was " Knowsimilar instances mniglut be mnltiplied withaut th opporunty ;" of Bias, " Most mou areend. By-the-by, the chief lsraelitish feasaOf bsd; of Chilon, "«Cousider tîhe end ; ofPassover sud Pentecost are separated i)y an un- Cleobuilus, " Avoid excess ; «'sud of Perlander.terval of seven weeks. "Nothing is Impaskible to industry" Yet,ýSEVEN IN TIUE -ý M LA %V. another remankable 8septet was that composed of
the Seven ('hiefs of Var whuo, sccordiîug to theWhen the slsying of aniiiùal.s was nto langer Groek playwrights, lived lu the thirteuth cen-icauaidered essential snd a gentler doctrine was tuny befone our ers-aud vbo wcre named Poly-ûbeiug preached, the number seven was not dis- nice, Adrasta, Tyde, Capaneus, Amphianaus,1carded. It will be emembered that St. Peter Hippomedon anti Partbeuoîue. Six of these2asked the, Great Master if hoe must forgive an owners of high-sounding nanies were Argianoffeuce seven times commited, sud the answer p rinces, who, uinder the leadership of Polynice,ewas that pardon sluould be exteuded seventy turnes laid siege to the city of Thobes where one 2seven tiines. lu thue cerenoonies that belong ta Etocles hsd taken refuge. zEschyltîs wrote. athe Christian religion the number sevoît still tragedy on the fanions siege, whuch hoe entitlednbiolda its place. Te Roman Catholicsansd "The 8eveii Chiefs Before Thebes, " played lu fGreeks have seven sacaiets-Baptism, encha- Athens 162 B. C., sud which was extremelyariat, confirmation, pensuco, holy-orders, matri- martial lu style that at its conclusion the peo- imny aund extreme.unction. Again there aie ple rushed out of the theatre clamoring for f(neveu deadly sins-inunden, lusit, cavotousuess, war. lu the more reliable aunals of conuparati- irgluttony, pide, euvy sud idleneas. The devo- vely modemn campaigus the number seven also iltiouai character of the number la still futher takes its place. Thene was, for instance, the Ifincreased by thora beiug seven peniteutial, seven years' wsr, carried an lu Germauy fnamr
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ýe TIlE SE;VEN WXERoF ýrHE WORIM. In a copy of the curions Almnack Prophtiqîte1- for the year 1866, which has been placed in our's This collection of curions facts relatiug to hauds, we find a paragrapli which somte patient;seven would be looked upon as curiously incom.l Frenchînan has coustructed to show the truly0 plete without reference to the Seven Wonders remarksbîe influence which the number seven's Of the World. These very remarkable objects, had uipon the life of President Johnson. Hissome of which still remain, have been variousîy naine, says the writer in the Alictnaci,, liasenumeratetl, but the following classification is seven letters ; at fourteen years of age (or twicethe one most generally received : (1) The Pyra. seven) hie was apprenticeti to a tailor, and workedmids of Egypt, <2) The Pharos of Alexandria, with the needle for seven years, being twenty-one(3) The walls and lhanging gardens of Babylon, (three tumes seven) wheu hie gave up his trade.(4) T'îe Temple of Diana at Ephesus, (5) The In 1828 (four tumes seven) lie was named alder.statue of the Olympian .Jupiter. (6) The Mauso. man of the town of Greenville ; lu 1835 ffivelenni of Artemnisia, (7) The Colossus at Rhodes. tumes seven) lie was appointed a member of theGeography furnithes its quota to this compila. legisiative hottse of Tennessee ; in 1842 (sixtion, withi Rome, the city of the Seven His, tumes seven> and at the age of 35 (five tiniesthotîgh several of the eminences have long dis. hoe was sent to congress, entering the senate atappeared; the Seven Capes of Algeria ; the Seven the age of 49 (seven tumes seven). On the seventiBrothers, as many Inounitains inî the north of of March, 1862, hie was elected rnilitary gover-Af rica; the Seven Islauds constitutiug the Iouic nor of Tennessee, sud in 1864, being thon 5()Bepublic ; the other Seven Islands Ssmnall group (eight times s4even) hie was nominated Presidentlu the English Chiannel the Seven lakes, a re- of the Uîîited States.markable plateau in the departinent of L'Isere,France ; the Seven seas, the old nainîe for theembouchure of the River Po ; the Seven moun- HEARZ'H AND HOME.tains, a strange basaltic group on the Rhinle,
whxh te ourat ia se bewen Bnilud R IGH'EOUsNE.S.-Pîato had so great and trupRemag e ,whist a hoee weeaveotenSene an ides of perfect righteousnes, sud was sofounainsof irgiia, oewhv the see slans n thoroughly acquaiuted with the corruption ofGeorgia, the seven leaguos ini Texas, the sevenmukîdthtemasitperthtfain,strsi Pusyvni udth evnCal5so perfectly righteous, should comne upon earth, lieTenuessee. Nor should we forget the now al- lewould indomtopos, eition inthe ord, tatdmost forgotten tradition of the island of the ihie ou be mmprisonedh, vied ougted, sudseven cities, which was the subject of s popular eteeywcewuàytps o iheutradition in the tume of (Columbus. The mys. etme wcewu e asfo iheutenions island lies somewhere in mid-ocean,in.abouuds in gold sud is crowued with seven Dury.-Duty canuat be confined ta, certainmagnificeut cities, founded laug syne by seven turnes or certain places, and shut olit from athers.Spauish bishops, driven f rom. their sees to take It is as preseut in aur business as la our homes,the'seas by the Pa vnint. The island hias been as patent iu aur lightest amusements as lu Ourvisited at différent tumes by chance nivigators, gravest endeavaurs. Let us not cramp its powernone of whoxu have, however, been permitted to or lumit its range, still less exelude it from. anyleave the shore, for the seveu.citied island came intellectual region, but rather strive to trace itto be part of that country froi whose boumne no through sîl that cornes ta us, sud search for itstraveller returns. Apropos of Sevent stars: lessons in everythiug we learu. Just as the sunThere is a gronp that beloîîgs to a less prositic reveals afresh to us Pach moruiug the work thatregion than that of the Pennsylvaîîla towu. ls waiting for aur hands, sa the liglit of new truthWhen the seven daughters of Atlas, pursued by will ever reveal ta the faithful seeker the newOrlon, were, lu accordauce with the maidens' respousibilities sud duties with which he isprayer ta Jupiter, changed into doves, the trans- charged.formation did not end there.* On their deaththey were changed inta stars and fixed in the FîUEFNDSîlui.-If friendship be delightfl ; ifconstellation of Tauruis, where they twiukle each it be, above aIl, delightful to enjoy the contiuueditight as the Plelades. To be sure, one of them frieudship of those wha are endeared to us b>-is iiot visible to humnt eyes, but the lost Plel- the intiniacy of imauy years, who cau discoursead lu fnrnishing s subject for artists sud poets, with us of the frolics of the school, of the ad-bias made the fable ail the more poetic sud ten. ventures sud studies of the college, of the yearsder. One of the best realizations of tlîe mythical when we first ranked aunselves with men in thenymph errant is the statue lu Mrs. Shillsber's free society of tfie world ; how delightful mustpossession wlich wss exhibited in public a short he the frieudship lof thase who, accompanyisîgtirne ago. us thraugh ail this long period, with a dloser
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UISTRATED NEWS. Juiz 6, 880.
M76 to, 1763, in which the contending par -ty massacres of the first revolution took place,were Prussia, with England as its ally, against while by a sort of historic il balance it was inAustria, Russia, France and Sweden. The war September, 1870, that the Frenchi empire foun-was a most disastrous one, devastated Germany, dered. An event in Spauish history was thecost Europe blood and gold withont eud, and issuance by Aiphonso the Wise in 1266 of Ltsclosed without yielding niaterial advantageq to Siete Partidas, a most curions comiffltinofin

any pai Ly except rrussîa, which annexetl Silesiaand thenceforward took raîîk as one of the fivegreat European powers. Even in the few blood.stained pages of American history a rîîddy sevenis seen. The time was short, btft in those sevendays' battles which were fought near theChickahominy fromi June 25 to July 1, 1862,Joe Hooker and Stonewall Jackson forced thefighting, tliere fell no less than 20,000 Union

struction for judges. .uvenile readiersiwill catI
to Mind the Seven League Boots, althougih theymay not 80, readily remember the Seven Sciences
-granimar, logi, rhetoric, arithmeti, geonie-try, astronomy and music. Finally, our bodiesare supposed to undergo a cumplete change oftissue every seven years and we have seventy
years to live.

--- -. 7 zu i.uu, eau nsinii tierback, froni the' schol to the Try nursery which
wituessed aur cammon pastimea ; who had auinterest in every evont that bas related to us,sud in every person that bas xcited oîur lovear aur hatred; who have honouired with usthose to wom we have paid very filial honounin life, sud wpt withi us over those whsedeath has been ta us the mot lastng sorow ofaur hart ! Snc, lu its wide, nubrakensympatby, la the friendship of brothers, cou-sidered even as frieudship ooly; sud haw mauycincunistances of additioual interest does thisunian receive fran the comman relatiouship tathase whom wo owe an acceptable service, iu ex-bendiug aur afectian ta those whom they love !Every dissension of man with in excites lu us afeeling of paluful uncangnuity. But wo feel apeculiar melsncholy lu the discord of thasewhom one roof bas cautiutued ta shelter duringlue, sud whose dust is afterwards ta be minle

tînden a single stone.

O UR CHE8S COL UMM.
solison#s toProblems nsut in by Cos,.epoaenas

lvdsZ1 aclcawledged. .
TO CIORRESPONDENTS.

j. w. Smanreal-Paper ,,c, t0 baud. Manythanka.
Student, Montrea.-Soîïîiou received o rbe o279. Cor-rect. ofPale1a
E.D.W., Sherbrooke, P.Q.-Soltiona reoeived of Pro.-blem No. 279. Correct.
E. H., Montreal.-The position is incorrect.

We bave reoived the Jnne numbar 0f the Oheuplayjer'eChroaice, sud we find it. as uua, replete witb chessewa t'rom sut parts f the worud wbere chenu amateursbonnd-London. Eng., Itauy, Astra, Soandinavia,America, Anatralia, &c. The true laver of the cbeokenedboard wilu ha graified ta flnd that the purait fnom whlohe deriveasa omuch gratification ta apreading lu everyirection, sud Ibis will uead to the anticipation that nîtI-atoly il wiil become the lavonrile pastime ai ail classesf socieîy. No one will deny that a great change lu ibisaspect bas taken place within the lat tweny.five years.Tbe prsant numbr, ss, cuntaîna a useful setecton ofgames, aniong whiob are two fiom tbe match botweeitZukertort and Rosanthal, besidea a goodly number of

There are also two other Pleiades-the wordmeauiug s group or rennion af saven celebratedpensous-the pleiad of Alexaudnia institnted byPtolemy Philadoîphus sud composetl of the sevencontomporary poets, Callimachus, Apollon ina,Anatus, Homen the youungen, Lycophron, Ninandersud Theocritus; the second, the literary pleisdaf Charlemnagnte, composed of Alguin, Auglbert,Adelard, Riculfé, Vsruefnid, Charlemxagne hini -self, sud one other whose namo bas beau forgot-ton. Other celebrsted groups of savon are thesavon electors or seven princes who formerlyelected the emperor of Germnny, sud the Sep-tenivir, s sociaty of savon Iiomisb priests chargedwith the ordernu of the banquets ta the gods orat the public festivals.
lu literature bbe number seven bas leIt itsmark. There are, for oxample, Tasso's poincalled " The Seven. Dsys ;" two pîsys'1 producedon1 the Freucli stage one after the other entitletl"lThe Seven Castles of the Devil,'' sund " TheSeven Daugbiters of Satan," (bbe last, by theway, presonted in Calilornia last Christmnasunder the title of "lThe Seven Sisters") ; a well-known draina by Mallefille, called IlThe SevonChuldren of Lara," sud Wrordsworth's poeni "WeAre Se ven. "

STRAY FACTS .AIOUT sEvEN.

As a st panagraph ai odîl information cou-nected with this remarkable number, wo willgroup together bbe stray facts wbicli caunot beplaced unden any particular bead. lu SouthAmerica thene is what is kuown as the seven-daysickness, an aplleptic disease which attackschildren the seveuth day sîten they are bora.Auîong the religuonîsts of Nortb Amrneica are theSeventh-dsy Baptiats, a sect of sshbatariausnumbering about 7,000. One of the principalÏfeasta of aucuent Greece was the Septeria, gtvenjat Deîphos every savon yesns. It wss to theliscover y of the accord of the seveuth in thefourteeiuth. ceîubury that we owa the fuluesa ofmuoderu harmony, sud which marks the differ-0inca betweeu ours sud aucient music. The FrenchINve cause to remember the old-time Seveuthmnth, fan it was ln September, 1792, that the2


