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their infancy stood under a certain contro] of the
Bishops, from ™ which, ' however, they on every
orportuuity cwmancipated themselves, and for
the most part during the Reformation had n de-
cided influence on the public intellectunl life of
the time. After the Reformation orthodox
evangelical Universitios wera ‘started, such ns,
Marburg, lena, Kdnigsberg, Helmstaedt; then
on the other hand of course s counterpoise, or-
thodox catholic ones like Bamberg, lunsbruck
and Breslan were founded by the Jesnits,  From
the Reformation time dates the custom of
nominating reigning Princes as Bectors, and de-
legating the real work of the office to a P'ro-rector
or Chaneellor, Ly which the Universities re-
ceived still greater lustre and still grenter pri-
vileges, Since, now, in the German Universities
~~with the exception, perhaps, of the Jemuit
institutions which formed a specinlity by them-
selves and were arranged on a cloister model—
the college system was entirely foreign, the
students, following that corporation-apirit (kor-
porationsgeist)so powerful in Germany and so im-
portant, especially in the middle ages, formed
among themselves separate societies or corporn-
tions having specinl statutes and distinguished by
varions badges.  The ground for these corpora-
tions lay mostly in the nationalities, and the
badges consisted in the colors of the nations,
which were worn a8 searfs and hat bands,without,
however, the reception inte the corporation
being altogether dependent on the nationality
whosn naine was botne,

These Unious, which wero called Landsmann-
schaften, dato back to the time of the thirty
years” war, and in themare clearly noticeable two
prime peculiaritien of the German nation which
in thoss wild times were doubly promineat,
namely, the love of drinking ‘and the love of
fighting (dic haft am Trinken un< am Raufen).
Definite rules nnd regnlations for drinking were
drwn up for the social meetings of the Lands-
mannschaften as,indeed, was the case at that time
in all the guilds and cther corporations ; the

uarrels also between the separate Unions were
ought out, sword in hand, according to definite
rales and regulations. These conditions form,
an tha whole to-day, the foundation upon which
the student life of Germnany, under the humaniz-
ing and modil’yin;i' influence of progressive ages,
bas been wmoulded. Many of the old German
Universities have censed to be, but in those
which yet exist the ruling principle is, that the
state hag the outer control anid power of appoint.
ing professors ; but for the rest allows the utmost
possible freedom  to scientific teaching; and
although during the lust year the exclusive

judicatory powers rights of the senate were re-

moved, yet the German students still form io a

certain measnre a state within a state which re-

gulates ita life accerding to particular laws and

ordinances, and lets the surplus of youthful

energy evaporate, in a short period of freedom.

The German students gained, by this freedom

and independence,a fargreaterinfluenceupon the

whole intellectual life of the nation, and made

tlus influence felt in all the phases of develop-

ment of public life. During the Napoleonic op-

pression of Germany the spirit of national

freedom and independence first awoke in the
(terman Universities, and the fire of youthful

enthusiasin essentially contributed to spread this
spirit through the whole nation. After the war
of 1812-14 (Befreiungskrieg), the now awakened
longing for freedom and national unity of great-
ness was directed egainst the petty govern-
ments in which was seen the opponents of
German unity and freedom. There were then
formed along side of the old Landsmanascha/ften
new Unious whose ground principle was ““Uunited
Germany " (das allgemeine Deutschtbum), and
which at the same time was to lessen the now
hnp})ily diminishing barbarousness of the
students, by doing away with the necessity of
fighting duels.

These Unions, which again formed among
themselves one pgreat society, were called
Burschenschaften, snd wore as badge the colors
black, red and gold. Why these colors were
chosen has never properly been made clear—
it was explained from the old Gernan flag of
war which showed a black eagle on a yellow
background and was borne on a red lance—
but black, red and gold have never been, pro-
perly speaking, colors of the German Empire
These Burchenschaften, whese political tenden.
cies soon assumed a revolutionary!shade and even
excited young and heated heads to regicide,
became then the object of severe, and frequent-
ly downright cruel, persecutions on the part
of the governments which then extended their
mistrust also to the Landsmannschaften, the
bitterest opponents of the Burschenschaften.
and for a while forbade all siudent unions,
without, however, ever being able to destroy
them, for they were too wleeply grounded in
the traditional growth of the Universities.
These restrictions again ceased with the freer
development of state life, and now.a.days
unious 1ay be freely formed. This, as a pecu-
liarity of the Germaun spint, is well worth a
fuller study, which will follow this short sketch
of the history of the German Universities.
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