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without causing a reaction ; and any undue efforts to force that trade must
resu t in loss and uisappointment. While warning our commercial readers
agai st the " dangers ahead" we do not fail to perceive a revival of trade in
Imany impoitant branches. The long night of adversity is we believe, nearly
past, and to the piudent merchant the next fev years will afford ample scope
for the successful prosecution of bis businesý.

POISONS AND POISONERS.

Ilitherto Canada h-s gained but a smail amount of that unenviable celeb-
Pity for ber criminal cases an i trials peculiar to other countries and colonics
-the United Siates and Australia more especially. In the last few months,
however, offences of the higher order have been unusually prolific in this coun-
try 'Thbe last monthr el sed with a d-uble execution in Toronto iii cne day,
and he convie ion and committal for life of a third offeider of the same class;
and lie present month opened with two other convictions for imurders infi-
nitely more atrocious than either of the former three.

John Mell and Dr. King present us ivhi two distinct representative
port aits of the murderers f the present day. T he one, the low, brutal
swg-, idrunken, uneducated buteler of tie tap-room and the hovel ; the
other tlh, r fined, subie, professional, cold-blooded assassin of the studio and
the drug shop. 'The former are at once the least to be feared and the
IIost to bc pitied. Tih y are the branded Cains of society that
Carry the mark upon their forehtad, and are known for what they
aie. But tie latter are the most dangerous and loathsome of ail the
Scourges that afflict mankind. They are nature s hypocrites-the serpents of
sOci.ty, that spring up where they are least expected, and frorm whose deadly
fangs nenber thb good nor the bad, the friend nior the foc are safe. L is
impos.sible to be on guard against ti em, because it is one of the chief char-
acteristie of ti ir refined villainy, that they generalHy appear the very an-
tipodes of whAt they a! e.

It is remnarkable that among ti e individuais of this particular class there is
an e\traordinay sain ness of haracter. They are invariably sub:e, cau-
tious, calculating, and almost withou: exception wanting in every species of
senlsibility. Rush, the Norfolk murderer, (who, although not a dealer in
poisons, w:s of the sam css,) was never observed to betray one solitary
1ook or s) mpton of concern, or remorse, or uneasiness, or f, ar, from the first


