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); of feturning animation. She moved-—her bosom ! under which disguise, after many ludicrous ren-
\ - o o g . . . . . M
| 8ently heaved and fell ; and raising onc arm, she ; contres with his friends, he was leaning listlessly
{ Placed ig round her father’s neck, and smiling, ¢ against a pillar near where a number of Iun- |
f K

)

3pley

Tew lim gently towards her—with what an
Sestacy of Joy he watched the signals of return-
M life ! und as he knelt to kiss her, he poured
forah pig delight in almostincoherent terias.  As
Consciousnoss gradually returned, he told her of
ler ]uug trance, aind of his parental fears. 1le
WU hier of Lis determination that she should mix
m'“le gaieties of the capital on ker recovery, and
S, that if she had Leen streng ‘enough, that
very evening she should accompany him to a
Srind masked ball given by the enmperor to his
Sthjeets, ez fuce, which had hitherto been
szle 43 maible, now sudderly became suflused
‘fltlx an uanatural glow—a half-siippressed shrick
“eaped her—the swile faded fiom her lips—her
s graduall y closed, and the pallid hte of death
5400 resumed its dominion. It was put a tran-
Sleng The hopes of the fond father were

eryy
Ushed o the earth, and the house becane a
Seeng

gleam.

of wailing and lamentation.
.Since the review, Vicana continned the scene
every species of galety and dissipation.  The
Wperor s constantly on fout or horscback
Toughout the city, and nothing was wanting on
'S part 1o court popularity among all classes of
‘l:::ubjw(s 3 and. with this intention, & mas-
) de was to be given at the palace, at which all
l:““ys were cligible am‘i great wus ﬂxg rejoicing
sion l'cmm,.at a mur'lf of such .ro?'ul- f‘ond&,’st‘t:n-
at ]Qn«uld iav.uux'. The ]ung-uqshcddor evening
gth arrived, and nothing could equal the
dour of the seene.  The magnificent saloon
e palace, lighted by its myriads of coloured
um[i-‘fsrt.shone like a fairy palace, while no cos-
the p;- romthe rude garb of the ‘\'and(-rer.through.
Ul'iem?:;ns .of Norway, to the gorgeous dIS}‘)]uy of
a spl‘c‘b grandeur, were wanting to so dell.glltffll
. acle.  1lere stood a proud Hungarian, in
%:;: “fliller of his embroiderc"d pelisse and gold-
Yoy m.};‘wts 5 z?,nd l‘mre a simply clad hLunter
U‘Nrst‘ ‘YTU]’ with his gm:land of newly-plucked
) n his bonnet ; while, ever and anon, the
y":i':;‘h?"clluly, and darl.{‘ visaged Pole, strode
whi, lh-.xll the proud bearing and lofty po’rt, for
Werg banl?- cu‘m:trymcn ure cTclcbratedr. ] There
Usician ; ; Tok dancers from Upper Aus'tna,‘a‘nd
Couy l\;;(i .ll‘Jm the ]z.m\l of sony, Bohemia, The
e o v;.w,‘un tlfls veeasion, adopted the cus-
Ocrgigy l'lO(l]lb foreign nations. All bclfcld the
i‘mceb “’:11: cguld address hlm., as he, in culgv
S ctiquette, was obliged to remain

s ] i .
'¢ evening advanced, he scized a monent

€ay : Lo . .
Lo the dais, aud habit himself in a domino;

garian peasants were dancing. Their black velvet
boddices so tightly laced with bright chains of
silver, and blood. red calpacks, reminded him of
having seen such before.  The train of thoughts
thusexcited, banished all recollection of the scene
around him : the music and the dance he no
longer minded.  All passed unheeded before his
eyes ; and, lost in revery, he stood in complete
abstraction. A vision of his early days came
over him ; and not last, but mingling with his
dream of all beside, the image of one once dearly
loved ! He heaved a deep-drawn sigh, and was
about to leave the spot, and drown all recollec-
tion in the dissipation of the moment, when he
was accosted by one whom he had not before
seen. Considering her, perhaps, as one of the
many who were indulging in the badinage and
gaiety of the place, he wished to pass on ; but
there was that in the low plaintive tone in
which she spoke, that chained him to the spot.
The figure was dressed in deep black ; the heavy
fulds of which concealed the form of the wearer
as perfectly as did the black hood and mask her
face and features. She stood for a moment
silently, and then said, * Can the heart of him
whom thousands rejoice to eall their own, be sad
amid a scene like this 2”

“ What mean you?” cried he.
you me?”

“Ilow knew I thee?” she repeated in a low
melancholy tone, ¢

There was something in the way these few
words vere uttered which chilled his very life’s
Wishing,
however, to rally his spirits, he observed, with
an assumed carclessness

“How knew

bloud; and yet he knew not wherefore,
H Y

“My thoughts had rambled far from hence,
and I was thinking o ?

“ Of those you had long forgotten—is it not?”
said the mask,

“Iow!” cried he: “what means this? You
Lave roused me to a sate of frightful uncertainty,
and I nust know more of you ere we part.,”

“'That shall you do,” suid the mask; * Lut my
moments are few, and I would speak with you

aloue.”  Buying which, she led the way, and he
fullowed, to a small cabinet, which, leading off
one angle of tie saloon, descended into a secluded

., court-yard of the palace, A single carriage now

stood at the entranice, aud as the emperor entered a
small remote apartment, the thought of some de-
ception being practiced on him, made him resolve
not to leave the palace.  The mask was now
standing beside a marble table, a smull lamp tho
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