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THE CHRISTIAN.

Lot us fully undorstand this fact, that whero two
or throo unite in attending to tho Word of God,
rogurdless of what others may do or say, there will
always bo anccess. Two or threo on the sido of
truth aro a wonderful powor, Tha causo has never
failed to prospoer in such hands. But to undertoke
the work of building up the Church of Christ in any
comiunity without this loyalty to the Word of God
must prove a failure. Wo lose our identity when
wo lose steadfsstness to tho plain and simple order
of worship as given by apostolic precept and pro-
cedent. Whon wo lose our love for the stered
institusion of tho Lord’s Supper, wo lose our anchor-
ago, and consequontly drift into denominational
fog. Ought wo to expect the proaperity of the
cause in any commnnity where two or morebrothren
resido, but do not meot to romembor the love of
Christ in His own sacred institution! Havo we not
snch communities in our provinces? Is this not
ono of the reasons why wo do unot make greater
advancement?

Wo have anothor resson in our mind just now,
1. ¢. the lack of the consecration of our means—not
tho lack of means—but "he failure to dovoto thom
to Him who is the Giver of all wo posscss. I know
that this is a very diflicult subject to handlo. 1
had much rather “ point a moral or adorn a tale”
than to roveal tho failure of this burning question.
But we must face it. We must look at cur needs
from this practical augle. Here is a hideous sure
that must be cured or other ruin will follow. Can
those who are watchmen on the walls of Zion hold
their peaco, and not cr’y aloud and * warn day and
night in tears.” Tho field is white and ready to
harvest. Effectual doors are opened, and the con-
stant carnest cry is for helpers. Nothing but
liberal and systematic giving can possibly meot this
urgont demand. Looking at tho amount of our
posseasions and then at the meagre pittancoe doled
out by many, presonts a fearful portrait. The Jews
dovoted a tenth of their income to the Lord, and
surely we are not loss indsbted to Him for the
infinite blessings of the gospel. But oven the half
of this would give us a commendable degree of
prospority that has nover yet been reachad. But
what can we say of the Christian who does not give
one por cent! Docs not such a one entirely destroy
the true significanco of life, aud place hiwmself
boyond the touch and communication of his fellow-
men, and entirely beyond the hope of the ‘¢ well
dono, thou good and faithful servant.” “\When the
probationers in the school of Pythagoras grow weary
in trying to be useful to others, and became idle
and eelfish, they were treated as dead. Obsequies
were prefurmed, and lombs wereraised with inscrip-
tives to warn others of their wrotched end.” Ho
is certainly dead to the riches of God’s grace who
is not devoting his gifts to the advancement of His
kingdom. God will pour out a rich blessing only
when we bring our tithes into His storehouse.
** God’s love for us has wealth unheaped, but only
in giving 18 it reaped.” Christianity .demands a
loving self-sacrifice, and a willing surrender of body,
soul and spirit. This is the King's business and
domands haste, and our best attention, Our pri-
vileges and opportunities now for doing good are
inestimablo. Every moment now is worth a millien
to usin cternity. Everything hero is more nothing-
ntss to us, that dies with death. O, tho vast and
grand results of tho right use of God's precious
gifts. Surely thore is mmuch cause for tears when
wae realizo the sad condition of the world without
this spirit of conseciation. May woe carefully and
prayerfully investigato this subjeet in the light of
Divine truth, and follow its dictates, Then shall
wo have such a rich blessing that there shall not be
room-enough to contain it. H. MoRRAY.
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A practical Christianity is what tho world nceds
to-day; that which helps us to bo of somo service
to others.

THOUQHIS HERE AND THERE.,

——

I stated in my last that tho agents employed by
Satan are evor at work. Thoy creep inte the vory
sanctuary and pollute the worship of the living
God. ‘Thoy don the phavisaical robes of sanctity
and in their protended extraordinary zcal for the
progiess of the truo worship win the faver of the
anwary Chvistian, and, like Eli’s sons, fill with
¢ lust and violonco the house of God.” Counter-
feit monoy is known to bo in circulation in tho
United States, but it cannot be detected even by
oxperts of the treasury at Washington—it so closoly
resembles tho gonunine papor. This monoy is ox-
tensively circulated without the least possibility of
detectinn, and only ono way romains to the govern-
ment to protect the treasury, and that is by caplur-
ing the plant. Tho Devil works in a similar manner
in the spiritual world. The closor he imitates a
spiritual truth, or the moro plausible his apolngy
for its perversion, the less liability there is to
dotection. As in the case of spurious money, so in
this case, there is only one way left for the Chria-
tian to protect himself and that is by capturing the
plant, and this can only bo done by a strict adher-
to the Word of Gud.

Generally speaking those who hiave the must grace, and
the greatest gifts, and are of the most usefuluess, are the
most humble, and think the most meanly of themselves,
just as those boughs and branches of trees which are

the most richly laden with fruit bend dowaward and
hang lowest.—DR. GILL,

The lives of great and good men furnish ample
proof for the above statement. A truly intelligent
man looks upon the world as an ignorant man can-
not. An ignorant man can. only perceive what ho
knows, thus cansing him to think unduly of himsulf.
On tho other hand.the intelligent man perceives
what ho does not know, or he apprehends what ho
cannot comprehond, thus cansing him to think more
meanly of himself. Whatis true in tho intellectual
is also true in the spiritual sphere. The true
Christian is meek and lowly in heart, There can
be no spiritual life unless there be an intolluctual.
It is knowledge to know Thee the only living and
true God.” Christ the great Teacher says, **Learn
of Mo.” In fact the food of the Christian is the
Word of God in which is the source of all truo
knowledge. This knowledge does not ** puft up,”
but humbles. The more the Christian learns of
Christ the wmore meanly he will feel in his own
Spirit. Jack.

ADAM'S DEATH—-WUHAT WAS IT?

Words are spoken to convey ideas. If a wrong
word is used a wrong idea will be eonveyed. Aegain,
if we would knuw the idea of a writer wo must
Lnow something of his subject. If we would know
what kind of life Adam lost in death we must know
what kind of life he possessed when alive. Before
building a ship the muster builder has a plan
formed of the exact length of keel, breadth of
boam, depth of hold, and lenath of overy timber in
the structure befure a struke of work is done on tho
timber. So God when He said in Genesis i: 20,

¢ Lot us make man in vur own image,” speaks of |
it says, * And Ho! wallod thevein, and then went back again into his

the ideal man, In verse 27

the man can bo dead and the son/ still alive, 1t is
said by the loarned that the word rendored “spirit”
oceurs in tho Now Testamont thres hundred and
oighty times, and nevermeans **soul,” That the two
words ‘‘soul” and ‘‘gpirit” aro hke the two words
 Bapto” aud ** Raino,"” not intorchangable. One
is nevor usod for the other in tho original Greok.
This being tho case, man—body and soul—could die
ea any other creaturo could die, having animal lifo,
body and soul, ag all creatures have, Paul prayed
for body, sonl and spirit, This ‘* spirit” in my
understanding, is what God ‘‘created in his own
image," befora he gavo it form. If not so, how
conld Adam bo a fit typo of Christ Jesus, who was
tho sccond Adam, 1n Gen. ii: 17 God said, “In
the day that thou eatest thereof, thou shalt suvely
die,” or, * death shall be suro to you.” God’s
promises are sure to be fulfilled" lapse of time makes
no difference. ‘Thero was only one kind of death
God could, in the nature of things, say wonld be
sure to Adam and his posterity; that must bo tho
natural death.

God at once mado a covenant with man, ndt
death penalty for sin, as in the first covenant with
Adam, but that man should offor sacrifico of animals,
thus confessing his sin and acknowledging God's
right to condemn tor sin, and lonking forward to
tho sinless sacrifice that was to bo offered by the
sced of the womon (Gen. iv: 4).

‘Tho Lord had vespect to Abel und his offering.
(Heb. xi: 4) By faith Abel offered a more accep-
table sacrifico than Cain, by which he obtained
witness that he was rightoous, Abel offored the
sin offering (the lamb,) and the thank offering
(tho fruits of the ground); while Cain offered
ouly tho thank offering (the fruit of the ground).
Who can say that Adam nimself did not

become righteous before ho died, as well as Abel.
If spiritual death had been made sure to man, there
would not have been one righteons since the fall,
Christ himself not excepted. Abraham beliaved
God and was counted unto him for righteousness; iu
the Divine reckoniug as righteous. In John viii:
b1 Jesus says, ** If a man keep my sayings he shall
never see death.” Therefore it was not sparilual
death that was made sure to Adam and his posterity,
but the natural death, that cometh to all.
B. U. Pixro.

Clearwater, Minn,
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NOTELETS.

—

¢“ Thoy are most apt to speak ill of others who
do most 11l themselves. Weaccuse others to excuse
ourselves, We ave such fools as to dream that wo
are better because others are worso, and we talk as
if we could get up by pulling others down, What
18 the grod of spying holes in peoplo’s coats when
we can't mend them ? Some men throw salt on
others, but they smart when a pinch of 1t falls on
their own raw places,”

‘“ Don’t yon think Cernelius was a gond man
before Petor taught him the way of the Lord more
perfectly?* DMost undoubtedly he was. DBut he
was a better man after he heard and obeyed the
Gospol.

But, suppose that after ho learned the truth and

created (not formed) man in His own image.” former viowsand manner of life, would hothen have

Some think this image was in trinity—Body, Soul
and Spirit. But I think this image meant was not
in shape, but in lifo never ending. God also created
the ideal garden. In Gen. ii. § it is stated that
““ He had every plant of tho field before it was in
tho earth, and every herb of the ficld before it grow,
and there was nota man to till the ground.” In
vorso 7 it is stated that ¢ Ho formed man of tho
dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils
t.0 breath of life, and man becamo a living soul.”
Not it (the breath of lifo, breathed into the nostrils)
became a living soul as we often hear from tha
pulpit. Now if man became a living soul, as the
Word expressly states that he did, I cannotsoce how

been a good man? Can we, afrer learning tho truth,
step back and be as good as we were before we
stepped forward{ DBecause wo seo perso..s whom
wo believe aro good, who have not yot learned the
truth, can we stop back into their bolief avd be as
good as they are? Here is a grave mistako that too
many make. Cornelius was good because he was
living up to the measure of his knowledge, and
evidently secking for moro knowledge. But ho has
not the heart and spirit of Cornelius, who, after
learning the truth as it is in the Gospel, drifts
back again into the meshes of sectarianiam; neither
can ho be as good in so doing as thoso who have
never learned tho way. ‘‘Qo forward " was the



