
The Sunday School

have God's blessing and the nation which dishonors
His holy day will suffer. Neheniai reminds the
people that one of the causes of the wrath which
had come upon the Jews was that they had profaned
the Sabbatlh. There is no doubt that the same is
truc in modern Christian days. Those who honor
God le will honor and those who despise God and
disregard His commandnients and ordinances will
bring upon themselves trouble and sorrow. It is
well known that the necessity for the Sabbath is
writteni upon the very constitution of man. Even
physically men need a rest one day in seven. Jesus
said that the Sabbath was made for nian-that is,
for man's good and blessing.

(4) Perhaps the old Puritan Sabbath was a little
too severe, but if some of its customs could be
revived a blessing would coie. Witli theni the
preparation for the Sabbath was made Saturday
evening. As Neheiiali shut the gates at dark the
evening before the Sabbath, so the good old fashion
was to putaway every worldly thingSaturday night.
Tools and implements of laborwere housed. Wood
was cut and carried iii. Food was prepared. The
house was put in order so that the least possible
work vould be necessary on the Lord's day. As
the evening drew on the Sabbath air of quietness
took possession of the whole family. The evening
worship was a solenn preparation for the coming
day of rest. The Sabbath itself vas sacredly kept.
Nothing but works of necessity and nercy were
allowed. The gates were kept shut ail day. It is
not so in these modern tincq.

(5) Nelieniali commanded the Levites to keep
the gates and to sanctify the Sabbath. Every
Christian bas a part to do in the keeping of the Sab-
bath. The observance of the day is a personal
matter. Wlatever others may do, we should care-
fully follow our own conscience. We shail not have
to answer for other people's sins but we shall have
to answer for our own neghigence. Let every one
therefore study the subject carefully and decide how
the day should be observed, and then faithfully
keep it.
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Introductory.

Nothing is known of the prophet àialachi apart
froni what is told us in lis book. lis prophecy was
delivered at some tme after the conpletion of Zerub-
babel*s temple and the re-establislmient of the sacri-
fices, and at a time when priests and people had
fahien into corrupt ways, to rebuke which Malachi
was commissioned of the Lord. Most probably at
belongs to the period of Nehicmiial's reforns.

How to.Prepare this Lesson.
Learn ail you can about Malachi and his tinies.

The date is about the same as that of Neliemiali.
Malachi's book is short, and it will be easy to read

it rhrougi more than once duriig the wveek. Read
also- Cor. chapters 8 and 9, and study the teaching.
about givimg.

The Lesson Applied.

(i) The love and generosity of Goci to us should'
tead us to liberal and generous giving to God. A
soi honiors his father. A servant honors his master.
God is Our Father and our Lord, and we should
hionor Iii. Siice Christ came and gave limself
to redeen us there is still greater reason that we
should give to God. HIow ungrateful it is to refuse
God anything He asks of us!

(2) Nothing could be baser than to give to God
nerely what we do nlot vant for ourselves. That is
what Malachi says the peoplle were doing in his day.
They offered polluted bread on the altar for the
Lord's service. They offered blind animîals in sacri-
fice, and the lame and sick-choosing those wvhicli
were of least value to thenselves. The law required
that only the best of everything should be given to.
God in offering,-nothing lame, nothing blenished.
God wants always our best. No one would give as
a present to a friend spoiled food or worn-out things.
We should not put God off with anythilng we do not
care for ourselves. Ve should give Him the best.
we have, the alabaster boxes of Our love.

(3) We should be glad to give our service to Godl
to help in His cause. It is a disionor vhen one is.
willing to do good or engage in God's work only
when paid for it. The people in Malachi's tinie
would not even shut the doors of God's bouse with-
ont being compensated. Nor would they attend to
the altar fires for nothing, out of love. The true
Christian is ready to serve Christ without any
thouglit of compensation. A religion whose minis-
trations must ail be paid for as if they vere pieces
of the world's business is nlot the kind that will bless
and save the world. A man boasted that he had
been a Christian for twenty years, and that it hîad
never cost him a cent. He certainly was not thLe
kind of Christian Christ is proud of.

(4) It is possible to rob God. No man wants to.
be called a thief or a robber, and yet nany people,
even of those who claim to be religious, are de-
clared to be robbers-not robbers of their fellow-
mei, but robbers of God. Malachi said the Jews
robbed God in keeping back from Him the tithes
and tlicir gifts and offerings wiicli He claimed from
them. How is it with us? Do we pay to God ail
that we owe Hii? Do we give Hin the love, the
lionor, the norship due to lim ? Then how about
the money we one Hini? If tlieJewislh people, who
were simply training for Christianity, vere required
to give a tenth, and much more really besides, how
can Christian people claim that they should not give
as mnucli to God? The truc Christian teaching is
that all our moiey is God's and is ta be used b us
sacredly as His stewards, every cent of it to be
accounted for.

(5) If we would get the best blessings of God's
grace and love we must bring our gifts to Hii.
How can we excuse ourselves by saying that we
give Hini love andworship? Hewislies thiese offer-
ings of the lcart, but le wislhes also Our gifts of
money, Our tinie, Our service, Our strengtlh. Tien
He promises, if we do Our part, bringinîg in all the
tithes, le will open the windows cf lea% ci and pour
is ont blessing. May it not be that one cause of
muclh of Our trouble and want of blessing is that we
are not faithful in bringing to God the titlhes and
offerings ? As long as we withhold from God that
which is due to Him, we cannot expect Hini to give
us whalt He lias promised.
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