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THEINEXHAUSTIBLE BARREL.! the spending of it.  When God saith to
' the sinner, “ Believe,” if that sinner be-
lievetl, it is not by his own power, but by
grace which goes with the command.  But
g, e st ot ot wated ot iter, Ehe inner ducs 104 Wnow et sl Ee
e Lard wlie Hi, aveording 1o the wort Uthinks that ke believes; he thinks e
;&;i{‘g:;fl’ Which e spake by Elijab."~1 Kings i repents.  Why, I do not believe that
the wmeal which the woman brought

: . ! to the prophet was any meal of hers:
what I intended to state sufliciently clears [it was meal taken out of ber store,
but What’,l wanted to bring ont is thisi— 1 and yet not tuken out of it] it was nieal
Just as God sent Lis prophet Elijah out of | given her by miracle—the first instalment
jure sovereignty toa woman who deserved | of miraculous provision. And o if thou
- nothing at his hands, and just as he sent Lelievest, thou wilt say, I have believed.”
a prophiet to her in the tinie of her greatest | Yes, it was taken out of vour barrel, but
nisery and sorrow, o is the word of God | gtill it was not your believing, it was an
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I do not know whether T have made

feutl to you, my hearer, (his morning, if
Yo are in a shnilar condidon,

1. Now, T come to the second point:
THE GRRACE OF (GoDh IN ITS DEALINGS.

I would have you notice first of all,
t.ha‘t the love of God towards this woman
Heits dealings was of the most singular
characier. You will notice that thehﬁrst
word this poor woman heard from the
God of Tsracl was one which rather robled
her thau nade her vich, Tt was thise
« Feteh me, 1 pray toce, a Dttle water w a
vessel, that Ty etk Ty was taking
something from that already nivich-dimin-
ishel store. And then on the heels of
that there came another: “Bring me, 1
Py thee, @ marsd of bread o

h‘ 3 AT .
Ak This was rather demandin

; u than
l"i‘"‘“\"lllﬂ', N .

Tust 1) And yet singular it is, this is
.:n'en !cl way sovereign mercy deals with
thean Uis an apparent demand rather
e 0 Oopen gt For what, daes God
fay to us when
this: “Rq
of you, i"

the e »
“Beliove < ame of the Lord Jesus.

i the

tirine !

L act of faith wrought in you. Here is a
Fpoor man with a withered arm; be wants
{to have that restored. Now, you will
|imagine that the first thing Cbrist will say
fto hing will Le, “ Man, 1 will make thy
D withered arm alive; 1 will once mors
{ perve it so that thou shalt have power to
g‘lift it.”  Nay, be does not say any such
 thing.  But before Le gives the man the
{ power Lie says to him, ¢ Streteh out thy

hand " Suppose he had cried out, « Sir,
' 1 cannot;” his withered arm would have
‘ hung dangling at his side till he died.  But
linstendd of that the command came; the
“nan had the will o obey, and swldenly
| be had the power. for e stretched out bis
[ withered Land.  What! say you, did he
“stretel out that hand of his awn might? #
‘No, and yet he was commanded to do i,
Aud xo if you are willing to_believe, if

now vour hearts sy, ¢ 1 would Delieve, I
" wounld )-e[wm.,” the power shall come with

s Lo s | . .
'ﬁ““’e spenks? He saysitle will and the withered hand shall be
ent and be converted every one | giretehed out.” ‘

1 do preach continually the exhortation

thou shaly Le save}’? rd Jesus Christ and | and the command. I am not ashamed to

“ ! L7 But saith the soul,
1 Imc::sf tb' °Pent, 3t is beyond my power;
lte!ieve—-b:tn?l:ei: )] aonl(ldthag 1 could
And by * beyond my yeach.~—
\\'l‘:i(lgl}slGO.d asked me to exertya strength
of me q‘{“e 10t? Does hie demand that
that }“ teh I cannot givet thought
asii;d tefgav?’; I did not know that he
i woman did n shatfenr, s wha!

4 cdience to the com-
mand.  She went and fetched the water,

and she brought the morse}

f ade
tlxe‘ water was not diminishe(? bi;riﬁ;ta;;:l
€ave, and the bread itself was jnereased in

say with the prophet Ezekiel, « Ye diy
| bones live! ye dead souls live” If that
iis estearmed unsound doctrine, I shall Lo
yet more heretical. « Man cannot do 1t;
why tell him to do it? Wiy sinply #8
an exercise of faith. 1f T tell & man to
do what hie can do, anybody can tell him
that; but God's servant tells him to do
what he cannot do, and the man does 1t}
for God honours the command of Lis ser-
vant, and gives the strength With the com-
mand. To siuners desd in 8o the cry is
given this morning: “ Do you want salvas
tion? Beliese on Christ. Woull you

l



