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their opinions in the order in which they have
been called in. No decision, however, should
restrain the attending physician from making such
variations in the mode of trecatment as any subse-
quent unexpected change in the character of the
case may demand. But such variation, and the
reasons for it, ought to be carefully detailed at the
next meeting in consultation.
belongs also to the consulting physician if he is
sent for in an emergency, when the regular attend-
ant is out of the way, and similar explanations
must be made by him at the next consultation.

§ 5. The utmost punctuality should be observed
in the visits of physicians when they are to hold
consultation together, and this is generally practi-
cable, for society has beer considerate enough to
allow the plea of a professional engagement to
take precedence of all others, and to be an ample
reason for the relinquishment of any present occu-
pation. But as professional engagements may
sometimes interfere, and delay one of the parties,
the physician who first arrives should wait for his
associate a reasonable period, after which the con-
sultation should be considered as postponed to a
new appointment. If it be the attending physician
who is present, he will of course see the patient
and prescribe ; but if it be the consulting one, he
should retire, except in case of emergency, or when
he has been called from a considerable distance, in
which latter case he may examine the patient, and
give his opinion in writing, and wunder seal, to be
delivered to his associate.

§ 6. In consultations, theoretical discussions
should be avoided, as occasioning perplexity and
loss of time. Tor there may be much diversity of
opinion concerning speculative points, with perfect
agreement in those modes of practice which are
founded, not on hypothesis, but on experience and
observation.

§ 7. All discussions in consultation should be
held as secret and confidential. Neither by words
nor manner should any of the parties to a consul-
tation assert or insinuate that any part of the treat-
ment pursued did not receive his assent. The
responsibility must be equally divided between the
medical attendants—they must equally share the
credit of success as well as the blame of failure.

§ 8. Should an irreconcilable diversity of opinion
occur when several physicians are called upon to
consult together, the opinion of the majority should

!

be considered as decisive ; but if the numbers be
equal on each side, then the decision should rest
with the attending physician. It may, morcover,
sometimes happen that two physicians cannot agree
in their views of the nature of a case, and the
treatment to be pursued.  This is a circumstance
much to be deplored, and should always be avoid-

The same privilege | ed, if possitle, by mutual concessions, as far as

they can be justified by a conscientious regard fur
the dictates of judgment. But in the event of its
occurrence, a third physician should, if practicable,
be called to act as an umpire ; and, if circumstances
prevent the adoption of this course, it must be left
to the patient to select the physician in whom he
is most willing to confide. But, as every physician
relies upon the rectitude of his judgment, he should,
when left in the minority, politely and consistently
retire from any further deliberation in the consul-
tation, or participation in the management of the
case.

§ 9. As circumstances sometimes occur to ren-
der a special consultation desirable, when the con-
tinued attendance of two physicians might be
objectionable to the patient, the member of the
faculty whose assistance is required in such cases
should sedulously guard against all future unsoli-
cited attendance. As such consultations require
an extraordinary portion both of time and atten-
tion, at least a double honorarium may be reason-
ably expected.

§ 10. A physician who is called upon to consult,
should observe the most honorable and scrupulous
regard for the character and standing of the prac-
titioner in attendance ; the practice of the latter,
if necessary, should be justified as far as it can be,
consistently with a conscientious regard for truth,

'and no hint or insinuation should be thrown out

which could impair the confidence reposed in him,
or affect his reputation. The consulting physician
should also carefuliy refrain from any of those ex-
traordinary attentions or assiduities which are too
often practised by the dishonest for the base pur-
pose of gaining applause, or ingratiating themselves
into the favor of families and individuals.
ART. V.—Duties of physicians in cases of
interference.

§ 1. Medicine is a liberal profession, and those
admitted into its ranks should found their expecta-
tions of practice upon the extent of their qualifica-
tions, not on intrigue or artifice.



