
ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS.

External piles have, when the skin is thin, the uniform bluish tint of a
vein: while inter a. pile present ihat purplish colour wvhich resembles
the inîtense congestion of qtraagulatel inuos membrane.

The foi mer may be gnipped off, and there is n> danger of ienorrhage
after lihe vein has eînptied itslf ; tlhe lat ter, if cuît away, blecd continu-
ously antd profusely, the liod einig arteri:i and not venous. 'I his fact
leads us to a question of great practical interost, viz. ought internal
ever be excisetd ? . verv gro-t variety of opinion vxists on the point.
Many eiiiient suirg ons advo ante thie propiriety of tlie excision of ll
kinds of hlemorrloiiu, arguing that the ligature oceions exces-ite
danger froi phlebitis, pvritoniti, pelvic absc; and wlhile thie ad o-
cates of the ligature vontend tiat the fatal tesuitz of henorrhage wlich
Las ,, ofien .eed froim exsn,, ought t.) rnider ti operation linjusti-
fiable, it mav be safely ioned, that both op(rai tis, in tre hands
of thie iost skilfil of mir prof~ion, have repeatcllv proved fatal, so
much So tlhat many have discontinued both, chiefly thiat of excision.

Wihiin the lat few years the sirgical treatmnent ot this class of
affections has undergone a great improveient, by an agent wlieh bids
fair to supersCde ail otier mole .f interference. 1 : lide to the applica-
tion of stroIg nitriC-aiihl, whiiu lias prosel eminiently succesiful. Its
use is greatly to le prefterrei either to excision or the ligature, as being
less painfuil, v ýry certain in its results, and ftree froin all dlanîge:. With
the timid imale or fm:le it excites io apprelisiion, and a second appli-
cation, siould it be reqiiredl, is never objectel to.

Its use was first introiiived inîto the Dublin Si loil of Snrgery hy M.
G. C vslki, who lias uîsed it witih uniform success for soneyears. While
attending bis cliiiiqe in Madane Steeven' llopital, I had n eilcrous
opportunities of witnessiig the snes wih whitl lie used it, antd since
then I hav iyself appliedi it in:many cases with sinilar resilts.

Mr. Cusack was very particilar in its mode of application. The best
and readiest mode is by ineans of a small lair-bruslh made expressly for
tire purpose; or if not proicurable, et flat picce of wood, the size of a spa-
tula, lut a little rarrower at the end, is to be wet with the stroig acid,
and applied decidedly over the pile till its surface becones a greyish
White. A little oil is theni siearei ovr tle part, ini order to prevent any
free acid affectiiig te neigliboiring narts. The chief things te be attended
to, are not to take up too mauch of the acid on the stick, lest it drop on
the surrouiding parts, and to apply it effectually so as to destroy the
mucous ruimbrane which covers the pile. Wien this is donc, the
slourgh caused by the acid soon comes away, leaving a hiealthy granu-
lating surface, which rapidly heals, and by its contraction produces a
curative pressureon tei subjacent distended hemorrhoidal vessels. Fre-


