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External piles have, when the skin is thin, the uniform bluish tint of a
vein : whiic intert al piles present that purplich colour which resembies
the intense congestion of straagulated mueous membrane.

The former 1may be snipped off; and there is n) danger of hemorrhage
after the vein has emptied itself; the latter, if cut away, bleed continu-
ously and profusely, the blond Leing arterial and not venous.  1This fact
leads us to a question of great practical interest, viz. ought internal La’:\es
ever be excised 7 A verv grear variety of opinion exists on the point.
Many cminent surgeons advocate the propriety of the exeision of il
kinds of hemorrloins, arguing that the ligature oceasions excessive
danger from phiebitis, peritonitis, pelvic almeesses; and while the advo-
cates of the ligature contend thiut the fatal tesults of hiemorrhace which
bas < often en-ued from excision, ought to render the operation unjusti-
fiable, it may be safely mentioned, that both operations, in the hands
of the most skillful of our profission, have repeatedly proved fatal, so
much <o thatmany have discontinued hoth, chiefly that of excision.

Within the last few years the surgical treatment of this class of
affections has undergone a great improvement, by an agent which bids
fair to supersede all other mode of tuterference. 1:YMude to the applica-
tion of strong nitric-avid, which has proved eminently successful. Tts
use is greatly to be preferred either to excision or the ligature, a8 being
less painful, v ry certain in its results, and free from all dange:. With
the timid male or female it excites no apprehension, and a second appli-
eation, shoull it be required, is never objected to.

Its use was first introduced into the Dublin School of Surgery by M.
G. Custwek, who has used it witis uniformn success for some years. While
attending his clinique in Madame Steeven’s Hospital, T had numerous
opportunitics of witnessing the success with which he used it, and since
then I have myself applied it in many cases with similar results.

Mr. Cusack was very particnlar in its mode of application. The best
and readiest mode is by means of a small hair-brush made expressly for
tlre purpose; or if not procurable, n flat picce of wood, the size of a spa-
tula, but a little narrower at the end, is to be wet with the strong acid,
and applied decidedly over the pile till its surface becomes a greyish
white. A little oil Is theu smeared over the part, in order to prevent any
free acid affecting the neighbouring narts. The chief things to be attended
to, are not to take up too much of the acid on the stick, lest it drop on
the surrounding parts, and to apply it effectually so as to destroy the
mucous membrane which covers the pile.  When this is done, the
slongh caused by the acid soun comes away, leaving a hiealthy granu-
lating surface, which rapidly heals, and by its contraction produces a
curative pressure on the suljacent distended heemorrhoidal vessels. Fre-



