
RErVEWS AND BMIOGRAPEiCAL KTOrICEE.

we would have been rejoiced had it been strengthened by ticir finding
some place in bis production.

The Medical Society of London of'ered in 1852, the Fotbergillian·gold
inedal for the best essay" on the mode in which therapentic agents, in-
troduced into the stomach, pmd'uce their poenliar effects onr the animal
economy." Dr. Headland was the successful competitor, and for bis
present work was adjudged the prize.

The author commences by exainining tfie varions classifications of me-
dicines which have been projected by his predecessors, and as he firds
none unobjectionable, declines adopting anyi and in lieu proposes the
following classification of medicincs, which ct, after entering into the.
blood, decording to their supposed modes of operation. Class 1. H.xA-
-r!c.-Div. 1. Restaurantia. Ordincs. Alimenta, acida, alkalina, tonica,
chalybeata et solventia. Div. 2. Catalytica. Ordines. Antiphlogistica,
antisyphilitica, antiscrofulosa, antiarth ritica, antiscorbutica, antiperiodica,
anticonvulsiva, and antisquaniosa. Class II. NEunoTreA.-Div. 1. Sti-
inulantia. Ordines. S. generalia et specifica. Div.2. Narcotiea. Ordines.
fnebriantia, somnifera, deliriantia. Div. 3. Sedantia. Ordines. S. genera-
lia et specifica. Class III. ASTRINGEN TIA.--Ordines. A. mineralia et ve-
;retabilia Class IV. ELLmrATIA.-OrdiICS. Siaingoga, expectorntia,
enthartica, cholagoga, diaphoretica, dinretica.

Wc agree with the author in his objections, as they are just and
weighty, but we think his aniendment is not much of an improvement
on former classifications. T-o very obvious exceptions may be taken
to it, the one for ils hypothetical foundation, the other for its incongruous
character. In reality, every medicine by which health is recovered, is a
restorative ; but as a more limited signification bas been given to the
term, wc examine it accordingly, and certninly have to question the
prop- cty of associat ing together aliments and solvents, alkalies and cha-
lybeates. Special s-Jatives assimilate ipecacuanha and digitalis; and
-Seneral sedatives, hydrocyanic acid and colchicur; but for what reason
a-e have not yet divined. His arrangement isalsoincomplete. Emnetics
are wholly excluded fiom the orders, &c., although mnany of themn act
through the blood, and even when applied to other absorbing surfaces
than the gastrie.

The author discusses his subject under the following ten propositions:
- I. That the great majority of medicines must obtain. entry into the
hlood, or internal fluids cf the body, before theiraction canbe manifested.
I [. That the great majority of medicines are capable of solution in the
gastric or intestinal secretiors, and pass -withet materiMa change by a
process of absorption, thrcugh the coits of the stomach and intestines,
t- enter the capillaries of the portal system of veins. III. That thoese
medicines which are completely insoluble in water, and in the gastrik


