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EXCELSIOR.9

B3espokie the wisdomn of lus years,
Anou lie paused witli thotigltful. stroke
To part his beard wliile tlius lio spoke:
IlMy son, what liours of secret w(,
Your faults have caused ne noule inay knowv.
Since you to thoughitful years have grown,
I now have hopes youir wild oats sown,-
"lWild outs"' yon, know's a terni man uses
When makcing vîrtues of àibuses-
You'll honestly strive to understand
The duties that your years demand.
Thinkuot thep homely trickcs you've learneà
Will unake folkis stare: one tlug disceriued,
When cats and men first look about them.,
Is that thie world could do witlîout theni.
And furthermore, remnemboeirthat
You are no vulgar, conunon cat.
Your aucestors, 1 have beeuî told.
Were unousers to a lord of old.
Then briiug no shane, upon the brood
By corresponding with the rude.
Corne they, however, ùi your way
Drop thein a courtesy you rnay.
But witli sucli dignity and state
That showvs the lineage of the great.
'Tis difficuit at times, -I knowv,
To draw the line 'twixt higli and low,
For spiteful N~ature made the masses
Roembling mnuch the apper clast es.
No doubt, you'll1 meet -with cats wluose bearing
Will argue sense and noble rer.ring,
But bubbles that the surf lias muade
Display the diamond's evIry shade.
'Che sluallow'st pool reflects the sky
And looks as deep as heaveu is high.
Sure cats, thon, cau't be too discreet
«When Nature. aveu, shows deceit.
By this the other, serious grown,
Replied: "1Your coundil, sir, I owil
Is good, but, faith, it strikes me that's
Ungrateful towards tho self-nmade cats,
If the*v'll. be lost, who'll takze tlieir places
To teacli and save the feline races.
And do it gratis? Stich behaviour
Sliould prompt exceptions in thei favour."1


