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POPtILAR AND PRACTICAL ENTOMOLOGY.

FROM THE EDITOR'S OFFICE CHAIR.

BY R. F. DOW, EDITOR 0F THE BULLETIN 0F THE BROOKLYN
ENTONMOLOGCîc S<)cLETv.

Practically evcry periodical devoted to inseet stLîdy (andthere have lwen more than fifty such in Nurth America) is theorgan Of sumc scientific socicty, and its mission is to bring t0 thatSociety thc credit Of making permanent record of discoveries oflasting scientific value. No entOniological magazinc has beenmore than'barely self-support;ng, aiîd few that miuch. The maga-

zine is necessarilv "dry" reading, its papers for the most part

popular articles dealing in generalities. l'ie paper nîost esteemedis une making description of new species. Such is Of value forreference su long as Science endures, but how many wish to read aminute description of the external anatumny of some insect lie hasneyer seen? Only the fcw specialists in that particular group.I do nut believe ti-.at the average subscriher to our entomologicaljournals flnds an average of more than two intercsting papersout of the dozen in an average numiber. The LepidopteristdoeR not care for a paper on Thrips, and su un.
It is the editor who bas to read all papers. If lie be "on thejob" he takes down boxes of specimens an<1 proves the correct-ncss of every detail of synops -s sabrnicte I to hin. If hc cao under.stand, it follows that a specialit will have no (Iifllculty.The editor reads painstakingîy, gloss-iry iii baud. Tîte casuaîIreader gives two minutes, where he giv s Ilours.
And yet every editor, while oi the une hand trying Ù) do hisduty hy strict Science (nu matter huw dry), makes bis best efuort


