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-Clîristian position seemls to be, not that right I of a reiigious nature îvitlî which it ivas form?2riy
and wrong are in tbemselves indistinguishable 1associatcd. Tt is altogether too rnucb to sup-
except in the lighit of revelation, but that if the pose that a faise religion is needed to sustain
doctrines of Christianity couid be overthrown right action among men ; but if a true religion
thcre would no longer be any motive strong is in danger of disappearing because men can
-enough ta makze mnen do good and eschewv evil. rid longer perceive its truth, then indeed the
Whether Christian teachers render any service case is as serious as anytbing wve can weii i-
to hiumanity by constantiy diveiiing upon the 1 agine. The igsue thus preserited is, hoivever,
moral disabilities of the 1 "natural man"' is a one irito which ive obviously cannot enter. The
niatter, ive think, of grave doubt. What in- reader, ive are persuaded, iviIl see that here is
ducemient lias a man who is flot regarded as in 1the true izodîes of the wvhole discussion ; and ac-
a ccstate of grace " tc, put forth any strenuous 1 cording as lie workzs out this probleni for hini-
efforts toivards a hiigher life ? If hie takes Seri- self ivili lie see reason for hope or desponderîcy
ously iwhat all bis religious friends say, lie is in regard to the tendencies of the present age.
hopelessly incapable of performiing a single right What ive ail need in order to preserve our
action ; and if, under the ciî-cumstances, lie equanimity amid the clash of opi nions on thiese
does flot try, part of the Mlle, at least, mnust 1 momentous topics, is to reflectthat as man by
be laid on the shoulders of those îvho filled his 1 searching carinot find out God, s0 niiether cari
mind ivith a pernicious theory. The truth, how- 1 hie fathorn the ultimate secrets of the universe.
ever, is, thiat morality and reigý,ion have, jn the 1Grant that ive have, and can have, no certainty
modern civiiized world, entered into very close of a future life, wve at least are certain that Our
relations, or, as a recent ivriter has expressed povers and perceptions are wboliy-ve mighit
it, into a partnerzhip, the affairs of îvhich it is almoàt say infinitely-inadequate to mneasure
extrernely difficuit to wind up. The partners, 1the possibilities of existence. There mnay bQ--
as the sanie ivriter says ,* are already quarrel- 1it seems almost presuniptuous flot ta sa), there
ling, as to ivbo put the inost capital into the 1are-planes of being aitogether above that
businiess, and a long process will probably have w'hich ive occupy. Certain ordeïs of plenomena
ta be gone through before a seulement is ob- Iare ivithin our ken, but what madîîess ta Say
ained. This inuch must, however, be con- that ive, creatu mes but of yesterday, grasp, or

ceded ta religion-that it lias elevated inoraity 1have even the rudest conception of the whole
by intraducing into it the conception of the 1scheine of things !There are minds that c.în-
absohtte. On the other band, it bas embarras- flot bear the thiought of their oîvn radical impo-
sed it îvith a vast number of arbitrary and super-I1 tence ta discern ail truth, anid wvbo turn disdairi.
stitious enactm-erits,-ncw moons and Sab- 1 fuliy from any question ta îvhich the great raie
baths, use!ess wvashings and postures, and 1 of thurnb ivill flot apply ; but these are flot
fastings and abstinences of ail kinds,-so that 1 amongst the most phiiosophic of mankind. The
very aften poor moraiity has lain ivholly covered 1 true philosopher feels flot only that ive know
up, Iost ta sight, under ail this heap of rubbish. 1but littie of what is, or may be, knowable by us,

There are twa questions îvhicb, strictly speak-l1but that it %vould be the height of prebunliptiori
ing, ouglit ta be settied before the subject above- fta suppose o-irselves gifted *with faculties Ca-
mentioned can profitabiy be entered on. The l pable of exhausting ail the knawlIede of tbe
first is H as there been a decline in religious uriiverse. In the littie spheres to ivhich aur
belief ? The second is : To îvhat is that de- 1cansciaus life is confined personality seems
ciine-presuming, it ta be a fact-due ? Ta I everything ; but wbhat of the larger sphere in
a perception of tbe falsity of the beliefs, or to i vhich ive doubtless have a place Nvhich Nve cari
sai-ne deterioration in the capacitv of men 1 fia more understand tian the atarns of our. body
for recogizn . rth We presume the fact can understarid their relations ta tbe tbinking,
Of the decline must. be taken for granted; feeling Man ? Do flot let us expect taoo much
and if so it is unquestionabie that its effect upon 1 fri-an aur philosophers. They may give us
znoraiity iii depend upon the answer ta be 1 gieais. of ligbfrmietaieutvesod
given ta the second of the above questions. 1f 1 flot resign aurseives slavishly ta their authority,
men are lasing their power of perceiving truth, 1or scan their utterances as if in then i e sbould
tiien doubtless morality, which is largely a 1 find the wvords of eternal life-or eternal death.
niatter. of the perception of relations, îvill run a IThey are but men as ive, bearing their axvn
very grave risk indeed. If, an the ather band, 1 burdens, îvrestling ivith their awn 1doubts, SOl-
the rejectian of certain beliefs is the resuit of an 1 ving their own problems, and perhaps wvith as
ipravement in buman powers, there is every Ipainful a sense of the inadequacy of theïr powers

.graund ta hope that inorality ivill flot perma- as it is given ta any mari ta feel. "lThe aids
nientl) languisb for ivant of the faulty coriceptions ta noble life," as Matthew Arnold bas said,

_____________________________________ "are ail ivithin," anid hie will do best who
arapples with bis difficulties for himnself, and

1,id "Religious Bl3eiefs and Morality," by A. seutles bis life upon such a basis as ta rab mere
.C. Ly a11, i ii Fortii gh ily Reviev fo r. A pril, 18 78. speculatian of ail its terrars.
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