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breaking down under the enormous load 9f
work which he insists upon carrying upon
his own shoulders from an unfortunate in-
capacity for making sufficient use of the
services of subordinates. Conservative re-
action appears, from the result of the last
elections, to have nearly reached its limit.
Its elements were not of a very durable kind,
the smell of the Paris petroleuni going for a
good deal, and the ire of the Nonconformists,
on account of Mr. Forster's practically Angli-
can Education Bill, which deprived the Gov-
ernment for a time of their votes, being also
an important factor. The smell of the Paris
petroleum bas now gone off; that of the
Conservative Republic of Thiers is rather
fragrant than otherwise in the popular nos-
trils, and the Nonconformists have probably
vented their indignation, and are returning
to the standard. What is still more momen-
tous, and not with reference to the fate of
the Gladstone Government alone, the move-
ment among the agricultural labourers has
placed in the hands of the Liberals the wea-
pon of county household suffrage, sharpened
by the policy to which Mr. Disraeli commit-
ted his party in the case of the boroughs, for
the sake of outbidding the Moderate Liberal
Govemment of Lord Russell, and obtain-
ing a lease-brief, as it proved-of power.
Mr. Bright returns to Parliament, and he is
in perfect harmony with Mr. Gladstone.

In one respect the Government is weak-
ened, and it is a circumstance to which we
beg leave to call the particular attention of
the advocates of faction. Intemperance
bas now become a malady in England,
scarcely inferior in virulence to the plague
in Turkey, or to the disease which is un-
dermining Mexico. The Government has
passed a sanitary measure, in the shape of a
Licensing Act, of a very moderate, not to
say feeble, kind. Thereupon the whole body
of publicans fling their influence, which is
immense, into the scale of the Opposition,
and in strange conjunction with the landed
gentry, and still stranger conjunction with .

the clergy of the Established Church, threa-
ten the existence of au Administration which
has simply shown itself not regardless of the
physcal and moral salvation of the people.

The appointment of Sir Roundell Palmer,
(now Lord Selborne) as Lord High Chancel-
lor, amidst universal applause, is worthy of
special notice, not only because it places a
lawyer of singular ability, learning and pro-
bity at the head of British and Imperial law;
but on account of the manner in which the
promotion has been won. The Chancellor-
ship was offered to Sir Roundell, on the for-
mation of Mr. Gladstone's Government, but
was then declined by him because, though a
general supporter of the Government, he
could not conscientiously concur in the dis-
establishment of the Irish Church: it now
comes to him again with honour multiplied
ten-fold. Amidst such astate of things as is
revealed by the Silver Islet transaction-or
transactions-it is pleasant to see that inte-
grity still exists in public life, and that the
world still distinguishes it from its opposite.
As Lord Selborne is a strong churchman, his
accession to the Cabinet indicates that the
Government meditates nothing more in the
way of ecclesiastical change.

We c.,. take no credit to ourselves for
foresight in predicting the collapse of the
Greeley coalition and the consequent re-elec-
tion of President Grant. The coalition was
more than heterogeneous: its candidate,
selected for their own purposes by a knot of
low wire-pullers, was absurd. We mourn
for the South, once more consigned to
the Dominion of the carpet-bagger, sup-
ported by the party bayonets of Wash-
ington; but the South will find a more
complete and speedy deliverance from op-
pression in internal union for the recovery
of its own liberties than in alliance with any,
Northern combination. Of General Grant's
qualities as a ruler we have already spoken.
With him as their figure-head, the "Cameron
Ring," and ail the Mortons, Forneys and
Murphys, will recommence their auspicious


