. PLEDG . --1We, the undersigned, do agree, that we will not use Intoxicating Liquors as a ilevernge, nor
raffic in themy that we will not provide them as an article of Entertainmoent, nor for persons in our Eme-
Bloyments and that in all suitable ways we will discountonance their use throughout the comnmiunity.
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| The Pledge.—Chapter III,
{ When My, Seyimour became acquainted more minutely with
it the hixmry of James Latimer, he had some fears about the con.
*Pquences of introducing into his family one who had been so
faminiar with viee, and who had fullen s0 low in the scale of de.
Eradation,  {Ie understood well the force of the precept, ¢ Fuvil
Commuinentions corrupt good manners;* and he felt, for a time,
Mieawy, lest the evil of the fad’s heart shonld break over all re-
Cently applied restraints, and others be injured by coming in con.
Laet with him. Fortunately (or all, no such unhiappy consequences
Pollowed.  "Fhie entire removal of Jumes from old scenes and
Companions, a total abstinence from that exciter of evil and cor.
Tapt passions~—strong drink—daily useful employment, and new
and vir(uous associations, sustained him in his 'ﬂmud resolutions.

And yet hie was by no means free from temptations, and they,
8 limes, strone and almost over mastering.  Often, the labor le
tad tq, unierca for so many hours in suceession, proved irkeome,
and hie thonrhts wonld tarn to the freedom of other days, while
"9 Dieadt pined for the hberty ta do as he pleased, which “he once
Poseessed,  Mr, Neymonr, whose watehful eyes were rarely with-

f"h;"'!’!illz states of mind, and was careful to mect them in such
:"‘:“V as beet 1o sustain him io the heur of temptation.  He early
1 “ oduced him inio one of the l't{mpcr:nme soeletics, and ma-
Aged Lo pet him interested and actively engaged in the cansc.—
‘“"I'?m needed some vxcii‘emrnl of mind, :md‘this fm‘nishcd Jnst
furh;“ was wanted.  Mr. Seymour also sent him to mght.sclu.m!,
vansl od.n('.'almn \Y:‘\s extremely defective, \yvhcrc !;e xrapnﬂy ime.
luu:\( ‘hune(wlf. There was a very good lihrary mvh‘ls masters
Mpn;—" and there were n‘lso several weekly ht.cmry and lt'mperuncc
"’Hhrl Sk!uken by Mr. §eymuur; _lhese furnished James with the
iunpre ind of veenpation for leisure hours, and gradually made
e Ssiong upoun his !_m:u] deep cnupgh to_abliterate, in a good
RBree, the warks left by passion, viee, and debasing sensoality.
“’und}:m in the family and wm«'kshop of ‘Mr. Scymour, wrougl_lt
c"Ulllcm for the young man.  The distorting marks left upon his
hm\)t_m_'mmcc by a !ung course of evil indulgence, were fast dis-
"e'vau:ng' and giving place to a manly, open, benevolent, and
war "y expression. e was industrious and faithfal in his
er ! and quiet, orderly und vespeetful i the family of his inas-
Lressin l|§ zeal in the cause f’f lemperancc was a gm'duall_v pro-
' he becg impulse ;‘:md from simply being a partaker of ita benefits,
of 1on a;nc an avtiye "\mmutcr of the cause, and a warm advocate
Wouly }‘mh'nms. Wherever there was work to be done, you
with lmmd young Latimer etandmg ready to enter into it, and
by earncstness that ensnred success 1o his efforts,
old hlyem \-vas, in the family of Mr. Scymour, a young gitl, not 8o
caﬂspda; year or two as James, whose kindness had, from the first,
Al lhm,jm to regurd her with feelings of gr;alnmdc am!gncd will,
ingt ames kpew about Mary was, that she wasa nicce to Mr.
iradg, f’l". of whom she sometimee epoke in terms of sffection.—
He by ‘“lyy the young man became interested in M’ary Atlmgton.
ang RE‘;’ arly Nccmnpamcx_l her to and from churc:_x on buuduys,
hey ,L"'l every convenient and proper opportunity to be with
be hisu“”ﬂ the week. My, Seymour observed this, and felt it to
As nmu\]_v to notify Mary’s uncle of the fact. 'I'hg intelligence
:y"“hg lnp casing to the latter, lla.kncw little more about the
ind 3(;1 than that he had been raised under the most corrupt-
Moy, chasing influences, from which he had only been re-
“duggey }i? short time.  During hat time he had, it is true, con.
tmsell with great propricty ; but ho felt that the risk
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fawn from the vonth be had taken into his family, noticed his’

,would be too great to permit anything morce than an ordinary in-
[timacy to spring up between the young man and Mary.  And he
wrote to Mr. Seymour to this effect.

The cabmet maker felt that he was in an unpleasant dilemma.
The intercourse between the young people was so prudent, so
open, and so free frum anything that gave him the smallest ex-
cuse for interfering with them, that he could neither do nor eay
any thing on the subject, Ihs wile, more shrewd than either he
or the uncle, in matters of this kind, warned him, that he had
better let them alone 3 for if he attempted to interfore, he would
be sure to fan even the smallest spark of loveinto a flame,

Several cammunications passed between Mr. Seymonr and the
uncle, which resulted in the determination of Mr. Aylington to
remove his nicee to the city, and take her into his own family.—
‘Phis was approved by the cabinct maker.  Both Mary and James
beard of this decision with pain ; though both were ignorant of the
lcanse which led to it.  ‘The natural consequence that followed
i the thought of separation, was a reveiation ta the heart of each,
;\hal a deeper interest was felt in the other, than hed been sup-
'poged.  They had not been lovers before 5 or rather, had not
known that they were interested in cach other to any very great
extent. Now, they not only acknowledged the fict to themselves,
but wutually conlessed it,

On the afternoon of the last Subbath Mary was to spend in
Newark, James asked her totake a walk with him, and they went
ont together.  'They were moving along slowly, in the pleasant
suburbs of the city. and had fallen into un earnext conversation,
when all at onee Mary started with an exelamation of painful
surprise. 'The oyes of the young man had beea upon the ground,
but he looked up quickly and saw approaching, and close to them,
a wretched.luoking ubject, in the person of a miscrable drunkard,
with mean and soiled attire, who was staggering along, just able
to maintain hie balance,

Mary stood hike one petrified, while the debased creature ap.
(proached. But he was too much intoxicated to know any one,
and passed on without secming aware that he had attracted atten.
tion. After he had passed, Mary turned and looked alter him for
some moments, while the tears came into her eyes and fell over
hier ehecks,

“ Who is he 7 asked James, whoae liveliest interest was
awakened.

« My poor father

James was silent, Thesympathy he felt for
for cxpression.

“ Let us go hume,” he said, in a moment or two,
walked back together, nearly the whole way in silence.

 Does your father live in Newark 7’ Jumes asked, befora they
reached home.

w Sometimes,” said Mary, in a choking voice.

The young man said no more,  But e resolved that he would
learn, from those who eould tell him, the history of Mary’s family ;
and he al# resolved, as he walked silently by the young girl’s
side, that he would devote every power he possessed to the refor.
mation of her father.

+ To.morrow she Jeaves us,” he said to himself.  « And to.
morrow evetng I will seek out this wretched man and reform
him, if that be within the power of human action.”

That evening Mary spent alone 1n her own room, with a sad
and sorrowful heart.” And the next day she left for the city, to
go into the family of her m_lclu. Before going to his work in the
morning, James tought an interview of a few moments.

" marmured Mary, in a sad, quivering voice.
Mary was too deep

And they




