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of the hght wlich has been thrown on this subject, one of the
monsters is to be intraduced hore, and that ore long we miay cx-
poct to sce it doing tI'o work of doath in our midst.

It is an impostant and interesting fucl concerning prodacious
animals, that uot anc of them has been designed to prey on man
‘That a lion or o tiger sometimes sarpriecs the teaveller among the
brushwnood of Africn, or the jungle of Bongal, is certainly true.
But such catastrophes are accidentsl and but rurely occur.  T'ho
functivn of tho carmivora appears to be to * maintain the balance
of power” between the contending swarms of earth’s irrational
offspring, and their food generally consists of the * lower arders”
of croativn,  Not so tho Werm of the Still, 1t passcs over the
inferior creatures, nud preye on man alone.  “I'his must monstrous
of all monsters focds and fatiens on human wretchedness,

Tho Worm of the Stll is mora dveidedly poisonous. than any
othor amnal. 18 powon iy produced m such enormous quantities
that it reguires to be stored up in largo barrels, whereas that of
the cepporhoud und tho rattlernnke needs only small bags to hold
it. Morcover, the puison of a serpent may bo swalluw ed withuat
doing any harm, thevs being no danger from it oxeept when .
jected into a puncture; but that of ©° Wonn of the Sull ope.
rates from the stomuch with such furce as to cauto stupor, de.
lirium and death.

Anothor melancholy fuct is, that the Worm of the 8till oxtracts
its poison solely from human food, of which it consumes im-
menue quantities.  Yes,a largo portion of that golden grrain which,
you havo been debghted to see waving on our fields with so
much Juxuriance and beauty, and which our Henvenly Father
has eent for food to hus childron, will be converted by the Worm
of the Sull mto that deadly poison by which it destroys its vie-
tims. A present we hear a ternible sutery about the putata rot,
but hardly & word about the millions of bushels of grain that will
bo swallowed by the inferna! monster, nnd by it converted into
body and soul destroying poisen.

Fortunately for mankind, the Worm of tho Still eannot spring
upon its proy liko a tiger, *'nor go about like a roaring lion,
seeking whom it may devour.,”  Indecd, it posresses no locome-
tive puwe's whatever, and would bo absolutely harmless bat for
the co.oporation of human beinge.  Ite retrcat is generally by the
side of a streum or in the neighborhood of lasge citics. Lko all
wild animals, the stench of its lair is intolerable, and thero have
been instances of persons perishing by incautiously venturing into
the decper parts of its den, where they were choked by 1ts noxious
efluvia. ‘Thero, surrounded by fire and smoke, ths monster both
day and night eluborates its puiron, which is cnliccted with great-
cr care than if it were mitk, and seat to all parts of the country.
And etrango to teli, men are every where to be found who regard
this poison as their chiof goud, snd who, to obtain it, will freely
give gold and alver, houscs and Isnds, yoa uil that thoy pussess..

Some Lwenty or tweaty-fivo years ngo, the dreadful ravagos ol
the Worm of the Sull excited general attention, und led to an at.
tempt to tame, if not destroy the monster. The expedient was
ludicrous enough. it wasa the drinking of the weaker pmson of
another monster of the same fumily called the Brewer's Vat. The
whols affuir, as mmght have been expected, proved a falure, and
cuded in dieappointment. A few individuals, howevor, who had
taken part ia thir abortive attempt, subsequently mado a discovery,
which, like all great discoverics, was chiefly remarkabls for its
simplicity, It was an infallible method of being safe from the
Warm of the Sull, the Brewer's Vat, nnd a!l sumlar monsters, and
cousieted simply in lotting their posen alone.  The scheme was
laughed at by somie, oppused by others, and some inen pretending
ta be the only authorissd expounders of the Bible, went thelength
of denouncmg it ae infidelity in disguise. But the schemo spread
notwithstanding, and is spreading still. No man arrived at years
of diseretion noed bo destroyed by tho Worm of the Still, and pa-
rents who teach their inexporienced and gnsuspecting childron to
imbibe the deadly poison, desorve ta be punished, and that they
will be puniched is as suro as that thero in 8 God in Heaven.

Auother patt of the discovery is the intercsting and snportant
fact, that th.s monster will perish if nobudy drinksits puson. ‘Uhus
the sams beautiful and powerful principio —* let it ulone” at once
preserves mankind and destroys the Worm of tha Sull.
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