
Jewvisl mind is, andmi o% disproportionod their pray %vith me, msinr flimc bist Psalm ; aSter soni
inteIlectual capacity for jîmdging of evidence is, seruples thecy scmmmed to tierce. 1 accordingly
compared with that v'irulency wlmich they bear to roýc, and read the Psalnm as a prayor, but they
the salvation of the gospel. 1 mnay mention an did flot appear froin their ilnanner, to enter into,
instance of their intellectmal debasenient. They the sentiment. 1 liad observedl on" other occc-
turned up Dent. vi. 8, 9, thèey ask-ed me ifIk-e sos a total absence of cvory feeling. They
what XeZezut was-I pointedl to the door post, appear to have scarceIy any othcr notion of reli-
they accordingly Led rue to the door, and shewed crious wor.4ip, than as a mere round of forms,
me a piece of tin, under wvhich a piece of paper and in these they scem to deciii it cnough, if they
or parchmnent, which containcd part of the lawv conn over the original Ilebrew.
was nailed, and they cvidentlv took gYreat nienit llaving thus laid before vour readers the accoun t
to themselves, for being so obedient "to the laNv. of my conversations with'these Joevs, 1 have only
1 ivas silent, for truly it seemed to me, as if the to entreat, that cvery trme flollowor of Christ, who,
delusion of death had settled over thein. One of knows wvhat a glorious salvation that is, of which
theni told me, that thîey ailso wore thîem ns front- he is a partaker, will unite tbair fervent prayer.3
lots between the eyes, but I forgrot to enquire thiat unbelief niay be turned away from, the
fartber into this. I had asked them sevoral timUes childrcn of Jacob, and thmat they inay be led to,
if they woul<l join in prayer with me, but thicy rejoice in their Saviour and Lord.
always refused ; 1 then asked themif they wvould

TIIE REVEREND MATTIIEW WILKS.

The ReV. MATTHEW WTiLKs, minister of the
Tabernacle in the City Rond, and of Tottenmib
Coîmfl Roadi Chapel, wvas, for about hiaif a century,
one of the best known preachers in London. Hle
came to town in early lire, and soun raised himaself
to, that distinguished station amiong the religious
portion'of the community, wvhich hoe ever after-
wards mnaintained tili the hour of bis dcatb. In
glancing therefore at some of tbe great and good
inn bose lives were chiefly spent in preaching

the gospel of Christ in London,, it were an un-
pardonable oversight did 1 omit to give sonie
notice of such a ma'n as Matthew Wilkis. There
wvere various traits or minor interest in his char-
acter which I must pass over; contenting myself
with a ref'erence to a foev of the more proinfent
and important ones; and even to, them, 1 nîiust
not advert at any length.

Mr. lVilk-s had the reputation of being a singu-
larly shrcwd man in perceiving the real character
of individuals, as well as one wvhose jndgmcnt
might be more relied on in matters of a secular
nature, than that perhaps of any of his contem-
porary brethren in the ministry. It bas been
mentioned in private by those fniends wvho had an
opportunity of knowving something on the sub*ject,
that the resuit of the credit he had obtained. for
posscssing an unusu ally sound judgment, was his
being consulted, in the course of bis long minis-
terial career, in the making of a greater number
of wvills, and his beingy appointed one of the exe-j
dayt rea an cass onis wita n th mn own
cutor of sucht mvl nany oith m o hi
knowledge, derivedl from private sources of in-
formation, in wvhich be was consulted by dissent-
ing ministers ia circumstanccs of difliculty, in

preferonce to any of lier porson tbey knew; and,
so flar as my knowvledgcDr, dcrived froi these pecu-
liar sources of inflormiation, extcnds, the advice
he gave wvns in alinost evory instance, as the re-
suit provcd, the iviscst and best that could bave
been tendercd to the parties soliciting it. 1 could
name, but for obvious reasons 1 forbeax to, do so,
soine cases in wbicb, througçh bis judicious coun-
sel and friendly interposition, ministers of the
gospel (some of them still living, and among the
miost popular preachers of the day) wore enabled
trilinî)hantly to vindicate their character %vhen
unjusý,tly and artfully asaldin a vital part; and
wvho but for that advice and interposition inubt as-
suredly bave fallen victims to the comnbined inge-
nuity and inalevolence of their enemies.

Of his shrewd-ness in detectingr hyporiy n
disccrning the trme points of one's character, in-
numerable instances are recordcd in private cir-
clos. As thcir naine is legion, I %vill not particu-
larize any of theni; but wvill, on the contrary,
mention one instance in which his wontedl shrowd-
ness failed hua, and hoe became the easy dupe of
an ingenious swindler. The party in this case
having ascertained that a certain old rich gentle-
man, lately returned froni abroad, had become
one of Mr. XVilks' heaiers, and wvas bufficicntly
kimnowNv Io hlmi by nanie, thîough Mfr. Wilks wvas
unacquainted wvith bis band-wnriting,-dreiv ont,
one morning, a cheque for one hundred pounds,
in thie naine of the gentleman, on ý. bank in which
the latter bad no money; and putting on the
clothes of a footman, hoe called on Mr. Wals
and banded bim, tbe choque which was enclosed
in a sheet of paper, intimnating the %vish of the
donor, that if. should be given to the funds of a
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