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bas preservcd a vcry circumRtantial account ortte
whoe transact ion.

The festival of Eastcr liati, by thc orient-il citur-
elles, beeti unifornily celebraied in mîfîrrnhu
if liiefirsi muaon, by the or.idental, (in the Suindla
fultwing t/tal day. In a initier so tittimportant, lthe
forbeatance shown by bis predevessors, Nvha, cvi;ii fi
Rome, had alloired the (aiartodecimans tW hald lte
fea.'i on the fourteentih day, diti nlt influience the con.
ductoaiVictor. Thtis prefate, ou the contra ry,tb reat-
ened vith singular presimnption, to rut aff L'rom his
commnunic'n, ail wvho sltould flot conform, in the dis.
puted pa srtilar tu the practice of the Wes-tern chu rch.
es.T bhis arrogance of the pontiff excited the .ndîg.
nation of the bishopq,whvtawere thus requiredto relin-
âtulsita cusioni transmltted froa the dîne of the Apis-
ies. Polycrates, bishop aiEphesus, in particular,

,Who is commended, in t b highest ternis, by Elusebius
andJereme, opposed the demand of Victor, and in a
Z lvited lehter tu that prelate, refused tai renouince or

aer tite practice of bis citurch. Haviiz been au-
swered by a titreat of excomnmunication, Polycrates
assembled In a couriil, ailthebisbops ofAsia Mincir
who unanimously reNoived £0 adhere £0 the ancient
timc )f celebrating the festival. Infornxed of his re-
solt.. the pontilYexecuted bis previaus titreat; and
sent letters containin.- information of the saine, bath
tu îhosebishopî against whom hie acted, anîd ta those
,who a"-reed, wiih hiiiiself in the disputid particular,
and wïvose approbation and support lie 'vas afixiotis
ta abtain. Instead of coiuplvîngý wvtth bis request,
these latter "lsiarply rebtikieui" (sucli is the language
of Eusebios) the imprtudcnt violence ivitit whîcih the
pope liait procecded, and, %vithout payin.- the icasi re-
gard either ta bis exanîple or hi% dctnatid, they con-
tinucd tu conîmunicate %îvatlîalteir lircttîren in thecast.
Thotigh, therefore, it be adgninîed, that Victor exaconi-
,inunicaied the Aiitt cheurches, the only, meaning-
whielh can attact ia lte wvord, as applitul to liitn la,
tat. lAct himself uàfffrorn their canamliurtivi; f"r, in-

clead of compcllin,- ail inticr biashops; toart in a sui-i
lar henrwiilbin.- the acktiowtledged lîcad of
the church lhe wotild have done-it does not appear

tha n i:gleprlai fllu c hu eampe;but, on the
cantrary, îliey reprobated hlis condurt in terrns, proper
pe riaps, te an equal, but which no persan wvould ad.
drpss taone whoin le considere.l the "tinfallible hcad

t(fthe:!burcit," or «"Chrisi's vicar on ear£h."1
76. A declaration made by the Roman clergythens.

selves, in the year 250, is important ta be notited, as
it clearly indîcateq the opinion then beldi, as £u the
authoritv oftheir bishop. Subsequen: tal the martyr-
dam af I'abianuç, A. D. M50 and previausto the elec-
lion of a succe-sor, a correspondence was carried on
between the Roman presbylers, and deacans on the
eue side, and Cyprian, bisbop af Carthtage and bis
clergy ott the ailier "'de lapsis," regarding tbe treat-
ment of the"I lapscâ."1 To the inqoiries à? the Afri-
cans, lte Roman presbyters, &c., return the following
as Iheir opinion, "That such of the lapsed ais 'vere ai
the point of deatit shotild, upon an unfeigned repent-
ance, be admitîed ta the communion, ofthie church :
bot tbat the case of others sbauld bie delayed tlt the
clection of a new bisitop, wvien, loget/ter wzll, hint and
toit/ t aler biuhops, 'vith the presbyters, deacuons, con-
femsrs, and laymen, wh., had stood Sirm, tey sbould
take iheir case Iate cansideration," asbignitîg as the
reason why tbey gave thisadvice,that. "la crime coin-
mitted by rnany, ougit flot ta bie judged by one, atîd
that a decree cold nat be binding without the con-
sent and approbation of many."1'

iaixil tu is question, and very dccisive. espieclîtiy tt:o pass,.ge
tVgntn "QLqa P.tt di40.o. twr tît :

77. lut thotugil, ai titis periol, any stîch doctrine-
as thlepapes"q %uireinacytnueiî less ileir infalliliility-,
was> tiiknown iti the chutrcit, yet the influence pcýb
*'sseîl hy the pontiti%, appc.îrs, even at ibis Lime, tri
1învc Lecit considerahle, thouga not grcatcr than tuait
witich learning aud piety conferred upan other pi e-
laies. This tnay bie ill ustrated by the Jlowing ex-
ample. e otiiclec Stephen, (A D. 263-257,)

£wo Spatîishi bishbp.ç, Ilasilides and Martiel, hall, for
variaus crimes, been dcposed by their breihren, wbo
had çubstitutcd, in room 0othe former, others, in thitea
opinion, mnore warîhy of thie episcapal office. On an:
application ta Rame b>' one ifthe deposcd bishps
for taboth applied is% net expressi> stated by Cypri-
an-be vas admitted to he communion ofthe pan-
tiff; whase countenance thus ?ublicly granted, boit
lthe elecý ar restorîng ii toi t le exercise af bis epis..
copal fui tctions. Tbis tact we readil>' eancede,shaw.-
that v en~ consider&oUec aut .4ortly must, from whitaever
cause, pave bten posbessed by te Roman see, In the
days a'Stepiten ; but the eoncluding part af Itis
same (ransaction, incontruvertably disproyes Ils su-
premacy.

The churches aver which the obnaxious bishops
bad, by the Ramai influence, been replaced, speedily
applicd ici the African bishops. A Cartiginlan
counicl, iti whicih the l'amous C.yprian presltled, de-
ilared agaitnt J3asilides aaîd Martîi, and in tavour
of Felux anîd Sîbintîs, %vho had succeeded the formner
onitheir first deg7radaîfon. This sentence 'vas carrie&.
into cffect, no regard being had tu the papal apposi-
tion.

79. From titis transaction, it is surprising ta leara
the aivocates af the doctrine liave endeavoured te
draw an argumlent for the pnpe's supremacy. 1£ cer-
taiffly reqîtires negreat pertetratioti tu, perceive, thai
i rfit prave the supremacy af the Roman bashaits in lte
tlîird ceîîtury, il naucli more proves, that af Cpjprian
anti tue twventv-eight prelates tat va£ed wtt lilium.
For not anly did the Spanish chîurches-to use thet a-
5-anrite terinof the vritersîin question-appecil ta the
Afirans fraun ltesentenc et the pape, tbos ascrib.
ing tmtlle forimer a superiority; but the decisia aof
tue couricil held ai Carthtage 'vas final, having beeta
carried into execotian 'vithotît regard toi that af the.
panîiff.

79. The fanious controveryregarding the baptisas
af heretics, whicb agitated the churcit during the paon.
tifirate of lhe saine Stepiten, and almast immediately
subsequent to the dispute last noticed, witile il show,
that thie ecclesiastical authorir>', as yet vesled in the
Roman pontiff 'vas comparatively smail, indicates lit
the saine lime, lte existence of the ambitions and du-
mineeritig spirit whicb, ever since te days af Ste.
piten, lias disgraced the papal Ibrone, and ta wbick
are ta be ascribed lte varions unwarrantable exp.
dtents it bas ai various times adopted: ils impositions,
its cruelt>', and ils usurpations.

80. The controversy la wbich allusion bas been
mnade, hall arisen somne lime before te periad at
whicli 'e are now arrived, for 'it formed the subjeci
af discustion in a cauncil held ait Iconium in Pi-
gia, A. D. 230. iThe di.spute 'vas revived by etgh-
teenbisbops of Numidia, who consulted a counicil,
hcld by Cyprian, "1wbether or flot tbey shauld perse-
vere in te custoîn ai baptizing berettes, which bad
hitherlo prevailed among then." iThe question 'vas
answered in lthe affirmative; atnd te athers wba te-
quesicd instruction ou tite saute point, a similar an-

It ti, perlialis Iîn-'sayin remark,ittît the tittc Il Papa.".
svas colutmnn 1., it.1sîu1 S tilt tuy a dzret or Gregory VUi. It

)Verestriacdl in ttîoec Ocule.


