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G. ' Andthe Apostles and Elderscame together for to
cousider of’ this matter,?

V. Whatis a Church Session ?

It is the ruling Elders of any patticular congrega-
tion met asa Church Court. W inay be called & cun-
gregational Presbytery. 1 Cor. v. 4, 13 *In the
name of the Lord Jesus, when yonare gathered to-

gether  ‘ Put away from among yourselves that
iols 3 M
wicked person.

VI In what manner should the business of the
Session be conducted ?

‘The meeting should be constituted by prayer, inthe
name of Christ, each member called on by the mode-
rator 1o give his opinion on the subject under consid-
eration, and the question afterwards decided by a ma-
Jority ol votes. Its decision may be appealddfromto
the Presbytery.

V1l How are matters brought before the Sessiun
for judgment 2

By any Elder, asan averseer of the Church; o1 by
any other person preferring acomplaint, or preseniing
i memorial,

VUI. Who are subject tothe authurity of Session ?

All the members of the Church of which it has the
oversight.

IX. "What is the duty of cach Church towards the
Session ?

To respect and upliold thatauthurity whick is given

are a,|)plicd in government, withall the necessary and
expedient details, to particular congregations, by the
Session ;10 the Churchesof a convenent district, by
ibe Presbytery ; and w the whole Church, by Synod
ur General Assembly. * Thas s the Law of the house.?
Eret xliii 12, ¢ Let ali things be cone decently, and
morder.? 1 Cor.xiv. 40.

CHAPTER 111,
Discipline of the Church.

I Wit is the Seniptaral character of a Christian
Church?

L. lvis asocicty of persoas separated from the rest
ol mankind, John X301 16, *They are not of the
Wulld!  Aets xix. 9. When divers were hardened,
he departed from them, and separated the disciples.’—

2. Professing 1o behieve m Chnist, Acts viii. 37. ¢ He
atiswered and said, I believe that Jesus Chnist is the
Sun ol Gud'—T'0 be sanciificd by s Spint. 1 Cor.

itby Christ; torender a cheerful obedience t its des i-2 ¢ Unto the Chureh of Gad which is at Corinth;?
cisions, in the Lord; aud cordially co-gperaie in the v them that are sanctified.— And to observe his ordi-
plans of usefuliess which it recvinmends. 1T hess. platives, 1 Cut. X0, 2, :.:\ml keep the ordinances as
¥ 12,13 C And we baseech you, bucibien, to huow (@ ddlivereddem o yon”  Ma. xxvin, 26 * Teach-
them which abour among you, aud are over youtn g ingthem to vbserve ali things whatsuever 1 have com-

the Lord, and admonish vou, Andio estcemn then
very highly in love, forthéir work's sake.  And be at
peace ;unony yourselves.?

X Of whatdoes 2 Presbytery consist 2

Of the Ministers of a convenient district, with a
suling Elder from each congregation,

XL What is the extent of its jurisdiction?

Ii extends 1o its own members, and 1o the several
Sessions and congregations belonging to it Itisa
Courtof’ Appeal frem Sessions, snd has the generzi
oversight of the congregations under jts care. An
ap(c:ll licsfrom its decision tothe Synod.

Al Of what does a Synod consist ?

It consists of the Ministers of several Preshyterics,
with a ruling Elder from each Session, luthe Pres.
byterian Churches of Ircland, it _is the Supreme
Courtof jurisdiction andappeal. But in ather more
numerous and extended Churches there is also a
Gencral Assembly, composed of a spuaific number of
Ministersand ruling Eklcm, appoiuted by the Presby -
terics.

XHI Docs the New Testament furnisk any mo-
del of Presbyterian Government by such Church
Courts 1

It does, in the I5th chapter of the Acts,

XIV How does the 15th chapier of Acts cslablish
that formn of Church government ?

tmanded yon.?

dll. Ly what means is this character to be preserv-
cd!?

By the faiihful exercise of a Scriptural discipline.
1 Cor.v. 7. *Purge ont, therelore, the old leaven,
that ye may be 2 new lump.!  (Sce context.)

1. What shoulq be the conduct of 2 Chuteh Court
in exercising discipline ?

It should be, 1st orderly. 1 Cor. xiv. 40. *Let
allibings be done decently, and in order.’  2d. Meek.
Gal. vi. 1. ‘Restore sach an one in the spirit off
weekness’ 3d. Solemn. 1 Pete iv. 11 YIf any
man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God??
$he Impartivd.  1°Tin. v, 21, *Doiug nothing by
pariinlisy.’

IV, In admitting to membcershipin the Church, are
the Rulers bound to receive those enly whe are really
saints?

‘That any man is really a saint, can beknown only
toGud. It wounld, thereture, be absurd to wake what
st be a seeret to men, the ground of their forming
ajudgment. (See Deut. xxix. 29.) Our Lord and
his Aposiles have tanght vy, thatthe seeret state of the
soulis notto be the subject of our judzmnent, when
persuny apply for wembenhip in the visible Church.
Claisent fuiih Judas, an dufidel and traitor, as a
preachier, admitied him 10 his fellowship, and perhaps

“The facts therein recorded furour example, farnish [iv pariahe ot his supper, (see Luke xxi. 19,20, 91,)
fis outline or general principles. In the Church atyuid did ot cut him oit 0l hie had proved Ins hypoc-
Antioch a question. was_ disputed, affccung the fuith j1isy v an eeertact, Sodid wspited Apustles 1o Si-

and practice of 2l the Churches of Christ. Ver. 1,
2. ltwas referred, forseilement, 1o an assembly to
be convened at Jelusalem, Ver. 2. ‘The Assembly
consisted of the Rulers of the Citareh, but was apen
wthepeople.  Ver.6,12. Itacted in a deliberatine
caparity  Ver 7,12,13  Itdecided, notby dircct in-
spirtion but by discussion and_ consideration, undee
the ordinary guidance of the Holy Ghest. Ver. 7,
22,23 Onemember of the Assembly proposed a re-
selution, which was wiasimasly edopled s its dects.
iononthe question. Ver. 19,92, The deerec thus
enacted was authoritative, and extended o ati the
Churches Ver, 295 and el xvil § These

~y

principles ithnt

mua Magnus,  (See Acts viii. 13, 93, sce also Mau.
xxve1,4.)
V. What, then, cniitles an individualto the com-
tunton of the Chureh 1
His giving a eredidls profession of faith in Christ.
Adsxix. 180 “And many that believed came ang
cuntessed, and shewed their deeds,  (Acts viii. 12,
Jul the infants of bedievers are also to be regard-
ed as members, and as having atile to baptism. Gen:
Xuid T 1 will esiubish imy covenane between me
and thee, and thy seed altes the, to be a God unto
thee, 2ad tothy seed afterthee”  Ver. 12, *Aund he

is eight davs old shall be circumeised ;* compar-



