
198 18 THERE A -PLURALITY 0F INHÂEITED WORLDS?

WýO copld not conceve reasons worthy. of God, onlyçwise, for giving ex.
istence to theý planets, merely -that they should, remain always without
life and intelligence having any place upon tliem.

Again, are we not fairly warranted. to argue in. this. way, that as, go
far as our knowledge and observation extend, we find matter ever con-
nected. with life, iri some form or other,. therefore, we conclude that
the connection of life with matter is, or will be, u~niversal, sooner or
later ? And if thero were lower gradations of life at some periods of
the pre-Adainite earth, as the animal fossils in the rock show, the

lihrgrade of it, rational l fe, wiIl com,e*forth and ho exercised in
yet impeýfect worlds, ihen RE who ordors ali things. in due season,
sees to 6ie Most propeir.'

Further, does: it not seem altogother unbecoming of the only living
ndo triie God, whoske name, and nature is love, to suppose that Ris

eompiaceney will be ýsatisfied, and Bis benevolence sufficiently evolved,
by giving being to huge masses of organized matter, dispersod through
space, and having rogular systematie motion, and most skilful manage-
ment? But, if our theciry of worids le not admitted, thon these crea-
tions of God, upheld and guidëd, by Him, are dostitute of al that le
vital and mental, and, therefore, of ail that is truly noble. What
rightly constituted mimd doos pot royolt. at such a thougit ? It would
greatly lowe r our conceptions of Jiehovab. As there is but one God
over ail that existg. in immensity, we think it behoves Him to have, at

*i own ..et.rrnhwd tim, creaturos, throughout tb.at immensity, that
are çonscious of rec.eiydng gis beeis and maklng returns for them
of grateful worshipping tbouglhts, and feelings, and services.

Butý we must now hasten to a close for the presont, although justice
lias not been done to tl4is interestiug subjeot. We have only intro-
duced our readers to the vestibule -of the uniýverse, and pointed out a
verv fow ofiÏts planetary wonders. hI bringing forward a little of the
probable evidence for a pluïality of worlds, wve haveconfined, ourselves
to that part of the evidenoe which. is obtainablo from, God's works of
nature. We have made no use of his writtcn word. llowever, iu
another article we may briefly enter into an examination of how far
the inspired Scriptures favor and support the opinion that there are
many 'worlds, occupied by intelligent and moral beixigs, besides our
own world.

But lu the meanwhile, let us add a few sentences, about some other
parts of the material universe in general. We refer to the fixed star8.
They comprise tho.se almnost countless orbs *which are seen. in spiace,
except our solar system, and the mysterious cornets,,one -of which lias
lately, with majestic brilliaucyi swept along our field of vision for many

.iglits. Thesýe stars are calledflxed, because, unlike the place-changing
and sun-revolving planets, they retain the same position. 'fhey also,
differ from the planets, as the latter are -opaque, untransparent bodies,
only seen by us because they refleet the sua's light falling on them;
but the stars are self-luminous, -giving- forth an independent liglht, of


