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delinieatioii of sin and its retribut-
tion. It is full of the moral pie-
senice of the liardiest vet tî-uest
race that ever lived, and a plea for
the reigui of trultlî, wbiich for
simîple eloquence bias nieyer been
surpassed in fiction. It andi "The
Marble Pain - portrav fuillv the
effect of sin on cbaracter. The
one deals w-itli past smn and present
retribution, the otbier withi presenit
sin and future punislîment.

Tu "TMie 'Marbie Faun 'I the soul
consents w'ith the amnial nature to
sin. Conscience, the reflector of
moral liolincss. sbriks instinctive-
lv froin the approachi of the siin-
staine(l soul. NXot until gui(flcd
bv Reason, or better training, dloes
Conscience again gruide the soul to
truth.

" The Scarlet Letter " declares
cadi sin to biave its retrihution.
The 01(1 physician, the very incar-
nation of evil. follows the iniister
andl reads the awful secret of bis
sini-st-ained soul. "Retribution

is iiijie,." cries the brokzen law
everv time Diimmiesdale tries to
hidi. witb blis hiand biis bieart black
-%vith tbe blackest crime. De-

w'ork.; disregrard of law. For
Hester lu the loue forest incites
Dimnîiiesdale to furtber crime-
unwedded elopeineut. Strict Puri-
tanismn scorned tbe sinuer onlv to
drive bier, whien at lengcth bier life
seeme( so pure, fo incite bier fel-
Iow-siinuer to a crime as black as
biell is deep. Withi bis cousent al
tbat power filw-bicbi bad nmade
bîîîi tbe revered of bis fiock biangs
ini the balance aud no smn is too vile
to fill bis tbiougblts and almocst
sbape itself iu actionl.

But the legitimate result of thec
w-ork of conscience is Dimmiiesdale
stanlingic on the scaffoki of infanv
wvith bIis victinu., to sbare bier shlanuec
at noontide of election day-bis
judgnîcnt daý-,i. Retril mtion, ,;Or-
row bave doue tbieir w-ork. Let us
lhope th-at repcntanice and forgive-

ness blave broughit acceptance withi
(.od.

Snlcb is avbonsattitude to-
ward moral evil. Is it hea'lhv?
WTere there nuo brigblter side the
picture wvoul(l l) too uîorbid. He
seemed to be iufluenced by mnuch
the samne feelig wbiicli led Dr-.
Thomas Arnold to say that intense
biorror of evil is in somne respects
more to be desired than thie active
love for thic good.

But Hawthîornie portravs evii in
sucli a wav as awakeus thie desire
to ]lave it remioved.

What is luis attitude toward
moral trutb?' On the relation of
conscience an(l moral truth lie bas
advanced ]ess far. Aluuost aul ei-
tire systein of tbe doctrine of sin
could be formulateci from 1-1-aw-
tlîorue's wvritingys. But biis svstenî
of salvation fromn sin wold be
very nîcagre. Somne rays, luow-
ever. liglîten thîe picture. H-aw-
thorne believed enupbatically in the
trutb anid thîe autboritv- of thîe iii-
spircd Word. Iu " Eartlis Hlo-
cauist,*' %vlbile the intensest fire
burins everv vestige of lîuman
1kmowledge -ami oenius incluid-
ugf couinientaries and îîarginai
notes of the Scriptures, thîe in-
spired volunme conues forth f-oin
the furnace seveîut'- tinies lueated
,vithi reuuewe( spieudour and b'rul-
Iiaucv. NXot a svllable tliat flaslicd
froni the pen of inspiration couid
lue (lestroved bi- tbe intcnsest fic.
Its; triffl anld autlîoritv abide wluile
nuan is a littie low-er tluan Goet. lu
the sanie sketch intense conviction
and ighictv carnestness back bis
conception o! tbe nlecessitv andi tlhe
reality of regeneraition. For if
tiat lîcaît be îiot cbianged. out of
it \v-ill reissule ail the old evils;
whlile if it bc purified, with its
gîowth iu puritv these will vanisbi
as a shadowv nîist. 'Much as
Havtbornie adores tlhe intellect it
is to Iiiiii a feeble instrument, utte-
]y-tunable ta N-ork any radical re-
ornu. il The, lucat-the lieart:

12) 4


