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the eyes of Israel in the wilderness ; and
they should be taught to follos' its i*ndi*-
cations as trustfully, loyally, obediently,
and universally as the congregation of the
Lord of old followed the niovements of
the guiding pillar.

Once more in view of the colossal rnag-
nitude o>f the world's evangelization ]et it
beobserved.
3~. T/uit the gre«t cominissi-èt is at c«elt to
îdsoitte depe2adencc ntp-, foi-ces of eupe)-
h îiuo&ai power.

The instrument which the cburch ie bid-
den to eînploy fur the conversion of the
wOrld is the Gospel of Divine Grace.
&4Preacb the gospel to ev'ery creature."
The forces uponi which she is expected to
rcly for success in the use of thisinstrunient
are the intinite grace and alniighty power
of hier exalted Lo)rd. In thé accernplish-
ment of ber tank she mîust therefore de-
pend upon the Gospel aud upon those
Divine forces which centre in the Gospel.
This is apparent enough froni the ternis of
the commission itself. But it is scarcoly
less apparent in view of the inadequacy of
nmore hunian instrumentalities and bumnaî
forces for the accomplishment of the de-
sired object. It is qui.e truc that mucli
has been made in the past. that very much
is made at present, of the power of educa-
tîon,culture, and civ ilizatioîî to regencrate
society, to set it on the path-way of true
progress, and to keep it moving onward
and upward. But do not those wbo niag-
nify most the power of these forc.es either.
ignore or overlobok the fact that in their
bighest scopie they neyer set before tbem-
selves the accoînplishnîent of the great aiîn
4)f the gospel. Education, culture, civili-
zation do îîot undertake to beal tho breach
between muan and bis God ;tbey neyer at-
ten'pt tii effect reconciliation between the
sinful creature and bis î'ffended Creatir.
-Neitber do tbey claira that tbey bear aîxy
message implying that this reconciliation
bas been effectedl. Confessedly they move
upon a lowcr plane, and are abundantly
satisfied with the aetaininent of a inuch less
lofty end. But even if it were otherwise,
we îîîigbt well ask wbat bave these forces
wrought apart fromn tiiose scenes ini which
they have been introduced and fostered by
the gospel itself ? Wbere is the record of
the instances ini which the advocates of the
gospel of education, culture, and civiliz-
ation have ever due anything worth while«tu reach and elevate the more degraded
portiuns of the hunian race i When and

wbero bave they been known to send forth
their choicest mien and woînen in any coni-
siderablo numîbers to spend their lives ini
efforts tu elevate and save heathon and
savage peuple ? In fact every one knuows
tbat tlîey are well conîtent to leave tlîtý
heathen severely alune. And even if tbey
were to undertake the task wbat cou)ld
tbey effect ini the line of tbe aime of the
gospel? For civilizatîo,î is as powerless to>
contend with bunran deprav'ity as it in to>
restoro mari te bis lost relations witli bis.
God. Education and culture are tinequal
to the task cf regenerating even a single
baian soul, much lesa, of regencrating the
great miass of bumanity. If the churchk
bail notbizig te depend upon but force*.
such as tbese her task would bc absolutely
bopeless. Nor wouldl if. be inueh m~oror
hopeful if she %vere expected to trust in>
the bunian instruînentality einîployed in
the preaching of tho gospel, '.ir even -An the
truth of the gospel itself. For etlicieurv
dues riot spring eitber froni the nuinber (;f
preachers, çr froni their leariiig. or froîi
theit elo(jucnce, or froin their zea.l,or froiii
their possessionl of gifts or attainnments of
any sort. Nor does efficiency proceed.
even froîn tbe truth revealed in the gospel,
adnmirably adapted as that truth is to serve-
the end in viewv. It bas its origin rather-
in these divine forces wlîicb centre iiii
Christianity, and are put into operation lîy
the arin of Hini wbo sways the sceptre of
tbe universe in the interesta of bia chuich
and people. Hence uur Lord ini the very
act of giving this commnission brings int>
great prominence tbe power with bwî1 icî
He bad been endcwed as niediatQr to -i% e
effect to tbe effoarts of tbose tri whorn Z the
cornmssion was *i*en. Ahl power is
given unto me in Heaven'and in earth gt>
ye therefore teach ail nationîs &c. " Hence
ttwc be hade bis disciples to "'tarry ar
Jeiu.aletit 'eveti after tliey liad been colt-
missiotied *"tilI tbey should be endued
with poîwer from on bigh."

The Divine forces shich centre ini thre
gospel must thertforo be the exclusive
gruund of our trust and hope. The chureh
needs ahove ail things else the inanifest

Lîresence and alniighty pcwer of God's
Spirit. The presence and energy ot the
Holy Spirit are tire exclusive source of her
power, the great secret of bier succeo..
Witbout this'she may multiply lier mis-
sionaries and perfect their cq(uipnrent, and
yet fail to'reach the results at wbich she
is aimingf. '10 put thé staterncrûl of our


