THE BUSINESS SITUATION
MWinnipeg, Saturday, Fob, 4.

The very severe weather which
Las prevalled this woek has tended to
mako buslyess quleter. In the coun-
try, though higher prices were belag
offered for-wheat than previous to last
week, yet there was very little grain
being ‘marketed by farmers, as few
who weré not compeiled -to, would go

aut any distance durlng such severe

weather. Hotwever, we cannot ex-
pect very cold weathor to lust much
loager, and .between now and spring
thero.should be larger marketings. of
wheat than has been made since the
cloe of navigation. The “boom” in
wheat prices which took place lust
week 1a Unitel States markets, secems
to have flattened out considerably
already. Prices  delng offered for
wheat toJarmers in Manitoba csun-
try markets are high, when measured
by prices which can be paid for ex-
yort. .

Bank clearings at Winnipeg for the
noath o January shisw a gain of
81,336,874+ over January a year ago,
$2,073,233 over January of 1897, and

2,705,852 over January, 1896. Busi-
uess for the mopth past, makes n guod
showing comgpared swith the simiar
periol of previous yeans. Collections,
rowever, are reported slow in the
country, farmers being backward in
meetiy their obligations to meich-
attts. In tho city there is more work
going on than usual for the time of
year, and labor!is.well cmployed. Sav-
ings rank deposits for January In
Winnipeg slow an increase over with-
drawals, which is a good record for
a winter. month, which is about the
most castly of the year for ondinary
living expenses, besides following im-
mediately the expensive Loliday sea-
sotL L

Today—Febh. 4—is the heavy pay-
day of the year in the dry goods and
some .other branches of .trade. Of
course, we caunot report rosults un-
tit returns are’in.

Next week a large number of merch-
auts {rom outside points will be in the
city, owing to- the bonspiel attrac-
tions and special railway rates, aud
more or less buylng will be done by
the visitors. .

WINNIPEG MARKETS

Winnipeg, Saturday, Feb. 1.

(All quotations, unleas otherwise apeci-
tied, aro wholeaale for. snch Quantities
a8 are usually takea Ly retall dealers,
and ato subject to the usual reductlon
on larﬁo quantities and to .cash dis-
counta. *

COAL AND WOOD. g

Fucl dealers have had another big
week's trade, ak o result of tho very
severe weather. Wood fuel 1s offering
very frecly in car-lots here at prices
auoted on anothor page. There was
talk of a further advance of 25c¢ in

THE COMMERCIAL '

anthracito coal at westernt points in
the United States, which would make
tho wholesnle price $3 per ton at
Duluth, if It goos into effect. Im-
ported anthracite continues to sell in
Winnipeg at lass thun cost laid down
lere, ou the basis of wholesale quo-
tations at Duluth. As dealers here,
however, could not go on indefinitely
selling coal at cost or less, it is evi-
dent that prices of Penusylvania an-
thracite at supply po'nts In the United
States must be cut to considerably
under quoted prices.

Inmter advico report the $5 rato
now in  effect at Daluth, whieh is
equal to $8 per ton for car lots on
track Winnlpeg,. the freight ratoe be-
ing $3 per ton.

DRUGS.

Mercurials, borax, boracle acid, soda
bromide, unnum brom., pot. bLromi.e,
blue- vitrol and turpentine are all
higher In price in first hands, Paris
groen has been advanced 2¢ by- the
manufacturers,

DRY GOODS.

Cottan goods continuo to show a
firm aarket. ‘The advance in wow
at the recent London sales:has caused
2 {irer tone in the market ior wool.
ens, but this woukl not affect the mar-
ket before aext fall. It is s
that some Capadion manufacturers
are very short of raw material, and
most fmported wools will cost them
higher since the London sales.

GREEN FRUITS.

Tne severe weather put a damper on
business fn  this  branch. Dananas
wére beginming to have a considecavle
sale, but they were shut off this week
by the coli weaithar. In apples, spics
have again been advanced, but other
varieties are unchanged, (ranges:are
ptoady. Californin lemons have not
bean offerea ireely yet and they are
held firm  Almeria grapes are absut
out of stock. It is liaely 2 few more
smal) jots wilf be trought iu, Luv they
will cost higher. Umwons are advane-
ing. fricos are. Cwmifornia naval or-
angoe- $4.70 10 $1.25 a8 to bize, Meairan
oriLges, 53 to $3.25  per box.
Califoraia scediing cianges $3 a box,
bausnas, rer Lunch, kuge §38 to $3.50;
medium, §2.25 to $2.30, Messina lem-
ons. 84 to $1:25 por box, Culifornia

lonous, $& to §123 er box:
Ontario apptes, good orvdinary stock
$4, fancy Spies, $£5.50 per byl

Almeria grapes $8 “to $10 per keg;
1Iro.¢ : c.anberries, $6.¢45 to$; per bl
crauberries, unirozen, $6 barrel, cocoa-
nuws, $1 a dozen; Slelly Illberts, large
11 tv 12c¢ per pound, Greunoble wal-

nuts, 1%¢, Tarragona almonds,
14c¢c; peanuts, green, 1l0c; roast-
ed, 12c, pecan nuts, 12c¢ Ib.; shell.

od walnuats, 24 1-2 to 28c per pound;
coml honey, $2.15 per dozen scetions;
straiuea honey, 81-2 to Yc per pound;
maple sugar, 11 to 12c; apple clder,
35¢c per gutlion in barrels and hall var-
rels; Caitfornia figs, in boxes »f ten

bricks, $2 per LOX; dates, 71.2¢
per pound; celery, 4Uc per dozen
bunches.

GROCERIES.

The sugar maiket is unsettled, owing

to the olferlug here (of United
Statos sugars of all qualitics. At
first only granulated sugar from the
Statos was offered in this market
and Canadian refinerics reduced thetr
pricos to nmeet the quotations on
United States sugar.  Since this, how-
over, United States sugars have been
offering laid down here at-less than
pricos ol Canadian sugars, for all
qualitles, including yellows, except
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granulated, thie price for the later, as
Just stated, huving been met by Cane
adiun rofiners.  An aavanee in Ireight
ratés ot about 10c¢ .per 100 .pounds,
however, hus gone luto effect in the
United States on sugar, and the mar-
maraet is unsettled. Teas nre in foadr
demund at steady and flrem prices.
Coffees gre steady. Oatmeal 8
still offering sparingly, the Manitoba
miils Lelug sble so far only to keep
at hand to mouth supply, though they
are gradually gulning:or orders, The
quanlity’ of the. meal this year is af.
fectl by the.poor quality of the oat
crop, which {8 not up to the average.
The price of brooms has been ‘ad-
vanced here 25 to 50¢ per dozen, ow-
g to the very high price of broom
cora, as noted lust week. Canued
goods are quiet on spot. Canners ate
holding the balunce of their stocks
firm, owing to large sales having Leen
nmude for the Yukon.ani northern Bpit.
ish Columbia trade, which .has re.
reduced available supplies. :
Price changes this .week inclide a
roduction of itk on grapulited sugar
and S¢ reduction.per 100 lbs. on yel
‘ow. The jobbing price on matches haw
Loen reduced 40¢ per case ,to meet
reduction noted lust week jn, manu-
facturers’ price. T. & B, tobacvo
anl Prince of Wales chewing tobaccos
have bean reduced 2¢ per Ibh.,  Oat-
meal 15 quoted 10¢ lower, and Patna
and B. rice are a polut lower.
HARDWARE.AND PAINTS.
Dealers report orders now coming
in arecly for later chipment, and some
go2d slzed orders for hnmediate ship-
meént have been received from the
Kootenay and othor British Columbia
points. Pricos aro firm, iu sympathy
with the general advance in .lieavy
hardware an:d metals in ouatside mar-
kete. Tin bas been advanced sharply
to 26 to I7c for ingots. Tin patas;
20x28 size. -have b.en advanced 50c
per box. Tern plates arve 30c¢ higher.
t‘anada plates are firm at 10¢ ad-
vance. Galvanized iron is 23c per

THEYV'RE LIGHTNING l.'n;ior

That is one of the superior
qualities of

EASTLAKE SHINGLES

They give absolute protection from any damage
by lightning —arc quicker to lay than others—
can'tburn, can't rus’, can't leak and are the most
cconomicaland durable shingle you can buy.

Write us for further information

Metallic Roofing Company, 1td.
1195 King Street W,, Toronto
THOS, BLACK, AGENT,  WINNIPEG, MAN.



