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and were fit and ready for any work, Two companies of that battalion
were, if I mistake not, in the ¢ Midland ** battalion of last year. Not eix
years ago { belonged to & city battalion in the west of Ontario, and they
waere a set of fellows caloulated to scare moro than crows, and were well up
to strength. That corps was aleo in the N, W, and is known to the Halifox
boys who were ups thoro, It would cost me but the trouble of writing, to
obtain from my old comradus in thoso corps fair accounts of the renl state of
their battalions, and I could gt similar information from men I know in at
least half a dozen more.

‘That ¢ wholo Battalions molicd away as if by somo talismanic agency
at the warcry of the Indian and the Haslf-breed,” is, no doubt, pretty
writing, but it is very flowery, and is introduced solely to lead to a descrip-
tion of the " feeling” of a section in the Maritime Provinces against lending
aid in the cause of order, to n remark on the  barren attempt of Sir John to
knit the confederation niore vlosoly togethar,” and to the writer's opinion of
the sand-like quality of tho adhesion of tho Provinces. What have thesc

litical opinions. lugged in by the cars, to do with the qualitive, the admin-
istration, or the organtzation of the Canadian Militia as a whole 1

“ When it came to the point, regimonts that wore down fpr four hundred
strong, failed to muster much moro than half their tibular strength, In
somse iustances whole companies had to be rejected on account of physical
inabilitics. Qthors wore ruled out by the score for boing mere children—nat
Jit to leave the parental roof." ‘The italics aro mine. Suroly this is
oxaggeration, Even if it wore the case in Halifax, which I question, my
long experience leads me to doubt if it was applicable elsowhere,

I say my long experience, becauso I have beon more than thirly years a
Voluntesr Officor—28 of thom in Canada—and not only an officer, for I
sorved in the ranks when thore was occasion, long after I was an officer, and
sorved up through the ranks to n commission in the first placo. It is natural
thereforo that, though probably past aclive sorvico mow, I should have the
honor and credit of tho force at heart.

I distinctly disboliovo, therofore, that * the Riel rebellion was slgnalized
by anything but military ardor among the Fedoral troops.” Known faots
indeed, the facts of action and ondurance, disprove the allegation ; and I am
a little surprised that no Militin ofticor here who was present has alinded to
it. Iknow tho tomper of a largo section of the Outario and Winnipeg
volunteers too woll to beliovo there was no enthusinsm. DBut C. P, M.
would have us bLeliove that ¢ there .3 no unappoasiblo appetite for the task
in hand,” becans: the trouble had ite origin, “so far a3 (in his opinion) éan
bo discerned,” in the culpable neglect of tho North West by the
Governmont.

The allusion to Leonidas and his Spartans is touching, but you see their

. hair was short (our follows' hair I mean) and they couldn’t strike the Greek

pose of combing out long locks on the morning of battle. That the “errand"

" as ¢ humiliating ” is simply the perverted idoa of a political partizan.

The orrand was as honorable as necessary, and the forco employed accom-
" plished it ae * heroically " as those of old whose actions are dwelt on in the
next paragraph, with truth and distinctuess, but apparently only with the
object of pointing out the contrast to the apathy which C. P. M. assumes to
havo characterized the late struggle. No doubt Batocho was carried in a
thoroughly npathetic mauner, ond Otter displayed a masterly apathy in his
onslaught on Big Bear.

Yot a little further on C. P. M. says that the ¢ Robellion brought into
existonce & hardy lot of soldiers, thoroughly aeazoned, und inured to hard-
ships of the most exhaustible character,” and implies a regret that (as if they
could have been !) they were not formed into a standing army ! As yet we

" have 1o practical upshot of a good deal of oxceedingly goud writing, so good

that it would be thoroughly effective if the writer wont straight to his
‘mark, and did not make Military Status and historical reminincences mero
stalking horses for the expression of political animus.

To go on to tho article of Nov. 4, No. 3. Afterall s million a year is
no great sum to maintain the whole Military Forco of a nation of five
millions, even if it amounts to no more than 25,000, and we shall presently
sco what is being done for it besides mere * military pageantry.” But the
Militia vote is not given altogether ungrudgingly, and it would be 2rsy to
foretell the fate of any great messuro unprompted hy a pressing necessity.
How impossible, even selting asido treaty obligations, it would be to place
a commanding Naval Ferce on the Lakes any one may judge for himself.
Probably tho best Adjutant Gonoeral w. ever had under the older regimo,
resigned because his comparatively moderato measure was rajected.

That in spite of * all her oxpenditure Canada has not a soldier on her
roll who was thought competent to take command of the recont eampaign
is putting it a little invidiously, and wishout consideration of circumstances,
That Genoral Middleton had been in the Dominion but & year, and that a
* 8coro or more " of his right hand men were Britons is an implied impeach-
mont of the present arrangement which has as little reason.

I think no man in the Militia of Canada has a stronger feeling than I
that it should acquire a character, traditions, and discipline of its own, and
emancipate itself from anything like a servile imitation and aping of the
Imperial Forcos. For this reason I rejoiced exceedingly that the success of
Canadian troops was unshared by regulars. Had it unfortunstely been so,
I fear we should have scen the brilliant service of our own men overshadowed
and ignored, as was absolutely done in Capt. Huyshe's account of tho
galtgggition of 1870, notwitistanding Wolseley’s appreciation of the Canadian
Miitda,

C. P. 1. seems to have no love for ¢ Britons,” but hig apparent dislike
does not alter the fact that as long ss we are British subjects, Englishmen, if
they come hore, have the rights of British subjects. =~ That some of the

" superior officers should ba of tho British army was unsvoidable,”

The Militia Act prescribes that the commander of the Militin shall be
an army officer of a certain rank. Kvery Gonoral has a 1ight to his choice

of aides; aud, as regards many other superior Militia officors, it is no i
thing that at present they should be, as so many of them aro (D. A G.'s and
others), men of srmy experience.

For it is tho fact, as C. P, M, only implies, that tha opporiunities of the
Cauadisn Militia have not boen such as to givo any number of Militiy
officera flold oxperisnce. That there are men in the foros whom opportuuny
would bring to the frout, it would bo a slur on Canadian capacity to doubt
But there have been scarcoly any opportunilies. Nothing since 1860, whon
tho want of experience, and we may say discipline, was somewhat painfully
manifested at Ridgeway, very neatly turnin% what a little cool judgmont
and obedience to orders would have made a brilliaut succass, into a disgrace,
I do not take nccount of the Red River Expodition of 1870, {to which C,
P. M. pays a handsome tribute) because no enemy was thon e -~untored,
But the selection of Itnperisl officers for commsud of some impo..auco hu
not boen a rule without exoceptions. When in 1870, two companies of the
Rod River Militia battalions wore loft in the country, tho command wa
cfferod to tho eenior Major of the two corps, and, being declined by him,
way accopted by Major Irvine, then of the Quebes battalion. Two companies
were sont up as a reinforcoment in tho Fall of 1871, under the command of
Caplain Scott. Major Irvine held the command of the Provisional battalion
so formed for a coRgidorable time, aud was then made Assistant Commissioner
uf the Mounted Police, Lieut.-Col, Macleod, who got the C. M. G. for the
Red River Expedition, was tho first Assistant Commissioner, sud succeeded
Col. Fronch ns Commissioner, Lieut.-Col, Irvino succeeded Col, Macleod
and is now Commissioner. All the officors montioned, (excapt Col,
French) woere Militia ofticars, pure arnd simplo, as is also Col. Otter, who
has not only been nppointed to the command of one of the schools of
}nstruction' but also to that of one of tho columns of General Middleton'

arco,

Your contributor must know that an endeavor to onforco the full draft
of tha Militia Law, except iu groet emergency, is impossible. If the tax-
payers grow!l at a million a year, -what would thoy say to the expenditure it
would require to mako a “traiued force” of the 50,000 ho hirts at as
desirable, Canada canuot, or will not, vote a large military budget on the
contingoncy of a possiblo iuvasion by the United States. In one poiat,
however, I fully agree with C. P. M., “ that it is-not necessary or advisable
that the hard and fast discipline of a regular army should be the ideal of
the Canadian Militia,” Frano-TIREUR,
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RAMBLING NOTES ON BURMAH.

Buddhism is the religion of Burmah, Countless are its shrinse. monac.
tries, ard dagobss. Tho dagoba—Pagoda it is sometimes called, but that
name properly bLelongs to the Hindoo temple—consists in a solid, bell.
shaped mass of plastered brick work, crowned with the sscred teo or
umbrells, usually of open iron work,

Most fanous of these dagobas is the Shooay Dagon, at Rangoon. It foun-
dations are supposed to have been laid over 2,000 years ago, when Buddhism
first spread to this land from its home in Indis. It surmoun‘s somo rolics
of the firet Buddhs (and founder of the religion) Guatama. Standing upon
a hill at a short distance from the city it forms ¢ a stupendous mass of solid
masonry, tapering gradually from an octagonal base of 1355 feet, to & spire
of small circumference, which is surmoun'ed by the umbrella’ The
umbrells in this case is of solid gold, and lader. with jetsels, and is a rocont
volive offering from the King of Ava, (1875). The whole pyramid, from
base to summit, is covered with gold leaf, and blazing in the sunlight, forn.s
a magnificent object, which is seen at a great distance.

The brow of the bhill ie reached by a covered stairway. This is of wood,
sud mounts by ap easy ascent, through a series of terraces. Both roof snd
sides of this atsirway are painted. On the left, we have pictured the tor
tures of the damned--aad luckily the Buddhist bull is not etermal—it &
rather a purgatory, whers the ill-doer expiates his past offences, before
beginniug a new phase of existence—horrible and grotesque thess pictures
are, yot not wanting in a fisndish invention, which would have done credit
to & grand inquisitor,

On tho right are scenes from the life of Guatams, illustrative of his vir-
tues, his charity, his humanity, hic self-sacrifice, and of the lifo of pleasure
he abandoned, to devote himself, by study and contemplation, to the acqu:-
gition of supreme knowledge, and the final attainment of * Nervaaa.”

On the steps, at intervals, we meet groups of monks (Poungyers) and
nuns. The monks, shaven, crowned, and bsre-footed, and robed in vellow.
Tho nuns entively in white. Ths Iatter-are old and wrinkled, and have evi-
dently taken to the religious profession as a last rosource. They have
strings of beads in their hands,and are reci’ing a Rosary, though the ardour of
their devotion does rot blind then to the chance of elecmorynaty coppers.
Some of the monks are provided with bells, which they are constantly beat-
ing. Others, at small stands, within the enclosure, are retailing flowers,
gold leaf, and votive candles, to the faithful, to be used in decorating the
shrine and dagobe. .

The worshippers prostrate themselves before the altars, round the bass of
the pyramid, which sustains each a towering figure of the Buddha, seated
cross-legged, and with folded arms, in that attitude of perfect apathy which
is the Buddhist's ideal of cternal happiness. The shrines are not oue, lLut
mauy ; snd numberless are the statues of the Buddha. Before the principlo
ones thoy burn inconse and votive candles whilst the priests recite prayers
in Pali ;. but his short prayer recited, the Burman gives himself to converss
with his friends, a0d to merry making; and loud and pleasant to hear are
the voices of men and girls, as they eclio through the tomples.

The monastic life is held in groat reverence in Rurmah, As boys, s
large number of its peopic enter the monasteries, and, living apart from the




