THE CRITIC.

[ror TuE omitio.]
WHITE SLAVES.

Afr, Editor,—Sinco tho payment of tho oxponses incurred by Mr, T, H:
Adams and mysolf in tho Government investigation of our charges sgainst
tho farming-out of tho Digby County paupors, in which psymont wo woro
assisted by goverous friends, Mr. Adams, Ly successfully defending him-
solf in a cazo of dofamation brought against fuim in tho Supromo Court in
tho namo of John Handspiker, and by preparing still furthor to dofond
himsolf against an appeal of sdid caso, commonced by Handspiker's logal
adviaore, has incurr«f a still furthor cost of 83560, as Iondspiker oscapod
paying Mr. Adams’ costs by a timoly scouring of tho costs of his own side
of tho caso,

As Mr. Adams is & poor man, I folt sure that a gonorous public would
not suffer him thus {o be injured for his manly and uttorly disintorested
offorta to liborato our down-troddon poor from their holploss condition of
slavory and degradation, I issucd a circular for tho purposo of raisinga
dofonco fund by which his oxponses might Lo liquidated, Up to the
preaont dato tho following subscriptions havo beon sont to mo and paid over
to 3Mr, Adame, For theso I roturn my most sincore thanks, whilst asking
for fusther assistance, in ordor that as soon as possiblo tho balanco may bo
sont to me, which, so0 soon as received, I will promptly and thankfully
alekn:wlodgo through the public pross, with a notico that tho subscription is
closod.

Thus far, tho gonorous contributors will havs tho satisfaction of knowing
that our labors have borne good fruit, for although this county has not yot
soen its way to tho chauge of tho present cruel and immoral systom for that
of the Home and Farm for paupers, several other counties have done 30 sinco
our agitation of tho subjoct drow public attontion to the matter. Tho good
loaven is working not only in Nova Scotin, but also in Now Brunswick, and
}n;) }lrust the timo is rapidly approaching whon the poor will rejoico in their
jubileo,

Nr. Adams and mysolf havo not passed unscathed through tho fire, but
our discovories of still further ovils at first unknown to us, with the assur-
anco from many fyionds that those ovils must be put down, aro to us & great
satisfaction. Tho public press has boon & most powerful assistanco in our
work, as wo aro suro it will continue to bo until the evil is abolished. The
following is our present list of subscriptions, showing tho balance still
needed. On this list will bo noticed many highly influential names :—John
Doull, $10.00; Miss Strickland, (Eng.) 10.00; Collected by John Doull,
9.00; His Graco Archbishop O'Brien, 5.0C ; Rev. E. G, B. Nichols, 5.00 ;
Miss E. France, (Eng.) 2.44; Rov. John Ellis, (India) 2.37: Rev. dJ. M.
Davenport, 3.70; Kov. F. R. Murmny, John Pugh, H * Tu!l:, $2.00 each ;
W. H. Wiswell, 1.40 ; Thomas Brown, 1.10; Frank Crozior, James Harris,
Hr. Annand, (Asnapolis) W. C. Silver, Rev. J. A. Kaulback, Rev. Canon
Brigstocke, W. C. Ambroso, B. Lester Potors, Dr. Cowio, Fdwin Kaulback,
H. V. Hoyle, John P. Mott, W. J. Stairs, E. I. Archbold, J. C. Mackintosh,
Alox, Stophens, Thos, A. Brewn, Alpin Grant, J. R. Lithgow, Rev. J.
McLoellan, Goorge A. Schofield, Dr. Moody, Mrs. J. H. Joues, Dr, Frona-
nan, Rev. P. H. Brown, A lady (by P. II. Brown) Rev. J. Lowrie,
(Barbadoes) Professor Lawson, H. Pryor, J. Lyle, S. M. Brookfield, John
Ovory, Michael Dwyer, J. W. Fuller, M. Power, Miss F. H. Bioney, Jas,
Morrow, W. L. Lowell & Co., C. D. TVucker, T. W. Johns, Dr. Willotis,
Miss Sterus, 1.00 cach ; Mr. Hallot, (Truro) 70c.; William Hill, 70c.; Rov.
L. K. Bliss, 60c.; Rev. V. E. Husris, 52c., J. F. Avory, 48¢c.

Joux AMBnosg, Rector of Digby, N. S.
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DETACHED THOUGHIS.

. What is it that everybody is rushing after? Simply a condition of
wind called happiness. Although the idea which this word ronvoys, and
the ground which it covers in oach one's thought, is nover tho same, either
in outlino or contoents, yot the word itsolf, in popular apprehension, stands
for tho sammum bonum, the great good of life. Each heart scems to rogard
happiness as its naturs] and inalionable birthright,—what it was made for,
and what proporly and rightfully bolongs to it,—honce no means are left
untried to secure its own. Tho ways of secking are as varied and divorse as
aro the difforant porsonalities engaged in the soarch ; but cach imagination
“stands on tiptoo on tho misty mountain tops,” watching and waiting for
tho first symptoms of its approach. You covld not blast a human lifo so
effectively as to shut out from it forover all possibilitiss of happiness. Real
deeporation begins whon only the dim outlines of such a prospect appear on
the horizon of thought. And, as this condition of mind is largoly dopen-
dont on outward circumstances, people will rise early and sit up lato, cat the
bread of anxiety and care, stop at no ecxortion, obstacle or sacritice, rush
}litbor and thither in hot haste, climb over each other in eagorness, entor
into all sorts of schemes, devices and plans, tear up and down tho groat high-
ways of human ondeavor, go crazy from disappointment or overwork, got
drunk, swear, lio, cheat, rob, fight, und oven commit murder, all to bring
about a state of things which will produce happiness! Vorily, this world
18 o strange compound, and human life is made up of startling incongruitics.

In Seagcn of Rurvrs.—3r. W. S, Gilbort, co-laborer of Sir Arthur
Sullivan, has found tho long-desired rhymeo for “silver” in * chilver,” a
word used fn Dritish salos of farm stock to denote a specics of sheop. He
does not roveal the rhyme which he has discovgred for * month,” but says
it is wol Thackoray’s ' oncty omth,” *“Whell T am on the subject of
rhbymes,” ho adds, “I should ltke to suggest that any inventor who ia in
need of a namo for his invention, would confor a boom on all rhymestors,
and at the samo timo insurc himself many gratuitious advertisomonts, if ho

woro to soloot o word that rhymoes to ono of the many words in comion use
that have vory fow rhymos or nono at all. Auy invontion called, for
inetanco, a Lomngo, would suroly bo roforred to whonovor a poot wished to
thyme to * omnge.’ A fow moro words rthyming Lo ¢ love’ aro groatly wantod.
All who have dabbled in amatory vorso must havoe folt this nccessity.
‘Rovonge' and ‘avengo’ have no rhymo but ‘ pange’ and ¢ Stonochonge' .
tcoif’ has no rhymo at all. *Starvo’ has no rhymo, oxcopt {Oh irony})
carvo,’ ¢ Scarf” has no rhyme, though I fully expoot to bo told that ¢ laugh'
and ¢ noil' and ¢ calf’ aro admissiblo—which thoy cortainly aro not. * Sealy'
has no thymo but ¢ Alp.’ ¢ Falso’ has no rhymo—* valso’ is near it, but the
Frouch nccont disqualifics it. ¢ Vallz' is also noar it, but tho ¢t spoilait,
fBabo' has no rhymo but ¢astrolablo’ — cortain propor namoes oxcopted.
¢ Gambogo' has no rhymo but * rougo.” * Tubo' would bo rhymoless savo for
‘cubo’ and ¢ ju-jube. ¢ Fuguo' has no rhymo atall. ¢ Gulf rhymas with
no English word ; wo havo to fall back on ¢ Cardinal Pandulph’ and ¢ Ulf,
the minatrol, ¢ Azmuth' has only ¢doth. ¢Culm’ and ‘cusp’ have no
English rhymes."
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COMMERCIAL.

Thoe goneral condition of business is unchanged, aud tho trado move-
mont has continued fairly active. As tho scason advancos, tho markets
assumo n moro uctive spposranco, and the oarly promiss of a full autunn
trado is amply sustained by transpiring transactions.

Tho Halifax Gas Company has doclared a dividend of four per cont on
its half-yoat's tronsnctions.  This looks liko a *“ dofi” to the city for daring
to rojoct ita proposition to illumipate tho stroots. It is probable that the
H. G. Co. has forgotton, as the City Fathors ovidently have, that all profits
over a porcentago, dofined iu their charter, accruo to the city.  Tho Gas Cow.
pany has hithorto dodged this rosponsibility by ¢* walering” its stock. Isit
possible that it intends to doal honestly by its clientelle, and to pay o the
city tho surplus profits that it makes?

* Whon the Dovil was sick the Dovil a monk would be.
\When tho Devil got well the Dovil a monk was he.”

Woll, porhaps thore aro worso and more * grinding monopolics” than
the Gas Company, but Halifax has, fortunately, bad uo experienee of such.
The spocimon before it fills the bill, and tho citizons acho for no more
oxperienco than that they now cnjoy (1)

The following aro the assignmonts and business changes in this Provine
during the past wook :—Lauchlan McDougall, goneral store, Ingonish,
assigned to Angus McDougall ; Vaux & Collishaw, grocors, Now Glasgow,
dissolved, John Vaux continues and liquidates, Ruggles & Chisholm, tailors,
Halifax dissolved, St. Clair Ruggles cuntinues un der own name ; Mackenzis
& Co., goenoral store, Sydnoy, disscived, John A. MNackonzic conlinum
under own namo ; Grosham & Burgoess, drugs, North S8ydnoy, dissolved,
Robt. Grosham continues under own name.

Dnr Goops.--In wholesale dry goods a fair ssacznablo business has
transpired during tho past wook ; but it is oxpocted to rulo quict for the rest
uf this month, after which travellore will commonce thoir regular sortings-up,
whith will last till about tho 15th of Qctober. In many patts of the coun-
try fall stocks are reported to bo unbroken, Kemittances so far aro a8 fait
as could be expectod.

Izox, Hanpware anp Merars.—The iron and hardwaro trado has con-
tinued to bo fairly active and steady. In all tholeading lines thoro has boen
a fair movomont at stoady prices, thero boing nothing of special intorest in
the situation. Warrants have declined to 42s. Finished iron has boon in
good request. Tinplates have ruled steady, and Canada plates firm. Tin,
coppor, and lead have undergone no change, but a fair amount of trade has
boen done in them at steady prices. London cables are:—* Tin, epat,
£102 55.; G, O. B. Chili bars £40; soft English lead £12 §s.; do. Spanish
do. £12; bost selectod copper £46 bs.

Breapsturrs.—The flour market is more active and decidedly firm. In
fact strong bakers’ and Hungarian patonts havo advanced scmewhat in con-
soquoncoe of tho scarcity of old bard wheat flour, and babl.ars realising that
now whoat flour will not-suit them, aro laying in stocks. Wo note that Mr.
Harris, the well-known English statistician, cstimates that thero will be a
surplus of 52,000,000 bushols in the world's wheat supply for the crop year
of 1887-8. Tf this is an approximato estimate, it is difficult to understand
why farmors aro holding their wheat for much higher prices. In spito of
tho “bear” notions hold on the other side of tho Atlentic, thore is, nover
tholess, a growing fooling on this sido that prices will bo higher, and that
whoat is, at prescnt rates, good proporty to own. This feeling is also shared
by roprosontatives of Chicago and Now York houses now in Epgland, who
havo a chanco of guessing the situation for themsolves, being right in tho
hoart of tho “ boear” olomont. It is, however, 1ather puzzling to account for
tho fact that, in tho faco of tho ruinous declines in rail and ocoan freights,
the demand for wheat has not improved in proportion, although values have
kopt almost stationary on this sido. Tho comparative absence of demand
from the United Xingdom, undor tho late apparontly favorablo conditions
for buying, can only bo oxplained by the amplitude of supplics both on spot
and in prospoctive. The potato crop is undoubtedly a short ono on both
sides of the Atlantic, and this fact must make itself folt to & considerable
oxtent in the breadstufls markets. 1t is estimated by rolisblo authorities in
England that tho shortage in tho potuto yiold will be 25 por cout of an
avoragoe in the United Kingdom, 20 por cont in France, and 10 fo 15 per
cent in Gormany, whilo the United Statesand Canadian crops will ho below
tho averago, cspocially in the Wost. It is claimed that tho shortage in tho
world’s potato crop will bo equal to an cnormous equivalont in breadstuffs,
Ohio wust bave an important bearing on the whoat and flour tradoe later on.




