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and doig for 'words what words cannot do for them-
selves. The wvhole discussion on praise was most sig..
nificant, as indicating a very general agreement that
the prescrnt condition is a decidcd improvement on the
past.

Monday evening ivas devoted ta addresses on further

one by Judge Vanderburg, on IlIts Cornection with
NaioaCaracter " ; onebyea:sm Amodng thoe, ofr

with Popular Educatio'i and the Christian Training of
Youth "; Dr. John Watson, (Ian Maclaren>, did not
wvrite on '< Religious Literature and Theological Study, "
because of farnily sickness. Lord Overtoun spoke an
IlIts Dependence on Vital Godliness,» and said that the
Presbyterian differs from othier Church orders ini that
it lacks the ritualistic and sensuous elements, occupying
a place midway between Episcopacy, whirh. magnifies
office, and Congregationalisrn, which magnifies the
individual, it is thus entirely democratic.

Tuesday, June 23rd was Foreign Mission Day and
ane of the most inspiring of ahl. With its reports from
Western and Eastern sections, the paliers by 3uch men
as Drs. George and Johin Srnith, of Edinburgh, Drs.
Jacob Chamberlain and Robert Stewart, of India, and
others it was easy ta appreciate Professor Lindsay's
statement that the Presbyterian Churches do more than
a quarter of the world s mission wvork. There was,
however, no disposition to overlook the difficulties.
Dr. D. S. Mackay, of Newark, N.J., speaking on the
new difficulties mientioned four as specially worthy of
note, revivedl and united heathenism, divided Christians,
immoral 'whites and waning misz«iunary intcrost. There
was, howevcr, no pessimism in hisaddress and sufficient:
encouragement.

Patches. of Paganism.
No. i.

BY ELDER 0. B. SERVER.

Vieçws of the religious state of the Dominion are
often p -esented, which are far from, being true. It is
often dt scribed as a homogeneous Christian land.
This i,_ ivide of the truth. The Dominion is like the
leopard, full of heathen spots, these spots are compara-
tively few in the Eastern portion of the land, but, as we
pass frorn the Maratirne Provinces ta Quebec, Ontario
and the Great North-West, the:e spots increase the
farther westward we journey.

r'o these dark patches af pure paganism, the Christ-
ian philanthropist turns ivith deep interest and warmn
sympathy, and it is ane of the rnost encauraging features
i the religiaus outlook of aur Dominion,, that ill the

Churches, Protestant and Roman Catholic, nre putting
forth energetic efforts ta w'ipe aut th*se dark spots, and
turn thoni into cardens of the Lord. He is a poorI churi, who would flot bid then God-speed.

But, apart fromn these specimens of pure paganism,
there are, growing up, throughout the Dominion, plague
spots a! semi-heathenisrn, wvhich can only be viewed
with alarm and anxiety. They are largely the product
of the apathy and lack of iiberality of the Christian
Churches, in regard ta Home Mission Work. Were
that work prosecutud with the vigor and energy that
aught ta characterize it, and were the pockets of aur
people completely cunsecrated, and apened for the pro-
motion of the Great Home Mission cause> these semni-

pagan blots in aur civilizatian and Christianity would
be speedily wiped out And this out-burst of Home

Mission enthusiasmn would affect Foreign Mission work
in ail its operations, in the most beneficial manner.
For it is necessary ta emphasize, in the strongest ternis,
that Home Mission work is the only truc foundation for
ail Foreign, and that hostility or indifférence ta the
Home Mission Scheme is practically hostility or indif-
ference ta the Foreign.

My first acquaintance with one o! these semi-pagan
patches was in the Niagara District, many years ago.
It consistedl of a group cf prosperous farmers, when you
went aniong themn they bluntiy told you that they feit
no need for the Gospel. They had, they said, everything
here that they required,-conifartable homes and a fair
supply o! this warld's good's. Jeshurun had waxen fat

and lorgotten God. Under such horne teachlng the
yaung o! theso househiolds grcw Up careless and Godless.
The unpretending Methodist Church in the settlement
had become a complete wvreck. No missionary wvas
able ta face thc rougit and roudy element, that daniin-
ated the young of the place. The Churrit prcsented a
sad picturo o! ruin. Its tvmndaovs, alrnost paneless,
freely adrnitted tho rain and snow. The wvalls were
falling inta decity, and the door had become a target
fo: the young mnen of the neighbarhood, and was riddled
with bullets. That desolate building was a dnrk sign
pointing out tle semi-heathenism of the settlement,
and its terrible s;.n in casting off the Lard.

And, aIas t stich ;viderness spots are ta be found
ricattered froni Newfoundland ta British Columbin, in
far greater nuaiebers than rnany suppose, and from then
there issues no cry IlCorne over and help up." These
are only the blasphemies of Godlessness and the hissing
curses of profanity. And the children growing up in
such miasmatic humes, in almost evcry case, do flot
know that there is a Gad.

What an incentive tbis ought to be ta [irosecute aur
Home Mission Work with whole-souled entlhusiasm,
and, in every wvay ta strengthen the hands of those
self-denying and zealous Home Missionaries, who
amid many privations and difficulties are holding aloft
the Banner o! the Cross, in the remote and isolated
corners af the Dominion.

God's Word in the Memory.
A friend sat by the bedside o! one who was ill,

repeating passage alter passage of the Bible, most
refreshing and comforting ta the listener. One wha
was present afterward remarked, IlI was astonished at
the number and the accuracy cf those quotations. It is
a great gift ta have such command of the Scriptures
simply !romi memory."

It is, indeed a blessed gift, and the poss essors of it
should be more nurnerous than they are. To have a
word in seasan as occasion may arise, for aur own
soul's refreshing or for others, is better than silver or
gold. The habit of miemorizing Scripturt. can be
cultivated sa that even those who do nat commit ta
rnemory readily can, by practice, acconiplish it. The
help o! the Holy Spirit is especially promised for this :
IlHe shall bring ail things ta your remembrance, svhat-
soever I have said unto yau." If we do our part in
laying up the sacre.N *treasure by aur own mental effort,
He wilI bring it ta mind when the occasion cames for
its use. Seripture words are most effective in winning
souls and in instructing them in the way o! life. A
teacher whose mind is filled with Bible truth in Bible
language, and who yields ta the guidance of the Spirit,
will neyer find it difficult ta interest and instruct the
class.

We have listened ta prayers in which sentence after
sentence was in Scripture language, which truly were
"fervent, effectuaI, availing much." David says :
"Thy Word have 1 hid in my heart, that I might not

sin agaïnst Thee, I and the prophet says, « "Thy words
were faund, and I did cat them ; and Thy Word was
unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart." A man
wvho became blind in the later years o! bis lIfe could
repeat Irom rnemory a large portion of the blessed
Word which had been stored away in early days.
What light shone amnid the darkness froni these
treasures ofîthe mi, brought ta remembrance through
the pramised office of the Holy Spirit. One passage
only each day for a year, repeated over and again while
we are engaged in work, will make us possessors of
thrae hundred and sixty-five preciaus thoughts of God
as expressed in His written Word. IlIt is a pleasant
thing if thou keel? them, within thee ; they shall withal
bc fitted in thy lips.'-C7ristîin Advocale.

Great preparations are being mnade foi obscrving
the forthcoming eclipse of the sun onl August the gtit.
Norway and japan are the two most favourable
countries for observation, and British officiaI expedi.
tions are being sent ta bath places equipped wvith the
latest instruments for acquiring scientific data. The
English Astronomer-Royal and two other scientists
are going ta Japan.


