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ev'er liad. If 1 miss orie, lie cornes and liancis nie
lis fare.

T mare no'v 7,395 more companies of Chiris-
ti-in Endeavor than there %were one ycar ago.
The ranks havo îcec t.ho p:st ycear more than
they increased in the entire first eight, years of the
armny's history.

MADAGASOAR'S Societies have already increascd
in number to more tlîan 90, with a nembcerslîip of
about 3,500.

PRINC[PAL FAIRBAIRN ON RELIGION
AND SCIENCE.

Most of the serinons preachied in Oxford on
Sunday niorning hiad reference to the visit of the
British Association; but by coinnion consent that
of Principal Fairbairn, at Mansfield College,
treated of the relation of religion to science wvitlî
conspiceus origiaaîity and force. 1It wvas a
vigorous protest against the exclusion of religion
from) the study of history and social progress.
Choosin-g for his texts the declaration of Caiaphas
that it 'vas expedient that oxie inan should die for
the people, and tlat of Pihite that lie liad power
to crucify Christ or relcase liuux, Dr. Fairbairn
insisted on tîte comparative reasonableness of the
natural and tlic evangelical vicwvs of Christ. TheI
representatives of the natural viewv %vere Caiaphas,
the Iligh Priest, and Pilate. The cxpon&.it of the
evangrelical 'vas the Apostle Johin. The natural
view of the priest wvas expresscd iii bis counsel of
expediency that, Christ should die for tlic people;
that of Pilate ini his dlaim that lie liad power to
crucify or to release. They wcre mcn of culti-
vated political intelligence who judgcd according
te tlieir liglitsi but their liglhts wvere dini. By an
act of extraordinary faith John read the meaniing
into Jesus which lus cultivated contemiperaries
failed to find. Ris initerpretatiori nay be called
a prophetic hypothesis. for it did not s0 unucli
explain facts that liad been or that wverE, as faets
that 'vere to be. Jesus wvas to him thc only-
begotten Son of God, dcscended to earth and made
flenli that lic nigit, dleclare the Father. Betwveeii
tlhcsc, views a long history iiow stood as an arbiter,
anid muade the question, in a sense, sciejîtifie. Two
things fled the preacher wvith wonder: the
inmensity of the field covered by the science--
which the Association recognisecl, and the inad-
equacy of these sciences to thc interpretation of

ia, and lis universe. Wherc scientific inquiry

stops is ev n "'ore remarkable tha.in wliere it
l)egins and whither it goes. It begins With those
nîathematics which are pure nietaphysics, and
rises throughi the mere concrete sciences to man
as a social and economical being. But the most
reinarkable thing of aIl is that it leaves religion
almost entircly untouched, or touches it at the
very reniote or conjeetured point of savage beliefs.
Yct witlîout religion man nover is. I.t is woven
into l4is earliest ideas of nature ; it is inseparable
frorn his last. The society hoe ereates expresses
it. Rlis lauguage is instinct with it. Ris first
philosophy is a theology, and in a theology his
science ends -nîl thc more that lie may refuse the
narne the ideas ho cannot escape.

The most impressive vision that can corne to
any of us is that of a man in lis innumnerable
generations feeling af ter God. That feeling shows
Iiiiu a being 'vhose very time involves eternity,
whosc finitnde is an infinite. But if religion be
so necessary to nman, the religieus person is thc
nost potent factor of change and nuoveient in

history. The creative spirit in religion touches
mati at every point, and determines by bis action
on the person the future of the race Now he
belongý,s to the order of theceators of religion.
Nor ean it be doubted that hoe holds the foremost
place. lie did not create the idea of God, but lie
raised it to the highest point at once of purity
and potency. Hie perfccted Monotheisin, and
made deity, 'vhilst spiritual, so attractive as to,
hjecouie the ideal which goveriîed nan. ie se
actcd upon thc religions subjcct is to give for the
first time value to the individual yet unity of tîte
race. lc created, too, thc enthusiasni Vo save,
niaking tîte sinful not the mere criminal to lie
coiidemned, but the last te be redeenied. and
rescued. Thc religion he introduced was as moral
as the God lie rcvealed ; and tlîe society lie con-
ceived and created was one that knew no distinc-
tion of caste and order, but only a brotherliood of
spirit and unity of lufe. The Fcriptutres lie created
to lie thc inspiration and guide of Ris people rose
la obedience te wlhat senîed a spiritual necessity.
Ia tIe light of his adhievements the prebîcîn
state(l at the outset must be studied and solvcd.
Could the ri.gorous naturalisin of the culturcd in-
telligence solve it? The immediate resu it-the
death Jesus suflercd-inighItjustify the naturalism,
but 'vînt of the ultimate cifeets? If there v;,as
nothing in hitii te explain these, Nvhiat 'vas the
religion but a freak of nature, inexplicable, a sort
of mnadness of the spirit? But how ean it be se
explained aund the reasonableness of man in lus
belief and service- of it imaintained'? If thiere wvere
order in nature there could be ne chance in luis-
tory, for chance is a terni of ignorance, net of
kneiwledge. But if order reigned in history, the
person rnost necessa-y te it could bo ne produet of
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