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It belongs to His perfect character te visit withi tho penalty, and secure the
honotir and dignity cf governuient. lit Ris private character ets our Hoavenly
Father Ho iay gratify Hia love and affection for us, whieievcr that can be done
without conflicting with the administration of justice and tho stability cf His
governmnent.

Helrein is love that He sent His Soit te lie for us. That death of Josus was an
atonoinent for sia. Ho being divine as well as humnan, by the offering upl of Him-
soif, mnade it consistent with justice for God te remit sin, to pardon the ofYender,
aud treat Iimi as thouglie acld not siinnod. The figu~rative language un der which
this is represented, is various. It is terand ant IlAtnL.emmt." Those Who, are
saved by it are said teube Iljustifled," "p1ardoned," "lratisomed,» or "lredecmed,"
"bought, witi a prico," Ilreconciled tu God," &c.

Misconception cones out cf pressing the lanugnage cf Scripture, niaking more cf
it than was intended by the Spirit of God, instituting figures cf our own and
pressing doctrinal statenents ont o>f themn contrary te the Bible. IlGcspel traiths
have been squared according te huanan inaasures and modela." Resembling pro-
cesses have been reprectcd as, identical cnes. "

Thus mon have spokun cf the Atoneaaeat as the actual paymient, cf a debt, and
cf imputed riglitermuaness as the actual tranisfer cf Christ's righteousnoss te man,
and cf anan'a guiit, te Christ.

It dloos net appoar that the Word of Ood anywhore speakis cf the Atonement as
the payanent of our debt, ner doos it justify the omiploymneait of the figure withouit
careful, qualification. Sin is more than a debt. It is a crime. Il Debts are trans-
ferable but crimes are not, a third per~s<n inay cancel the one, but hoe can only oblite-
rate the eifects of time other-the desert cf the criminal. romains. The débtor is
accountable te lais creditor as a private, imdividual. Time crianinal is anacuable te
the niagistrate, or te the heoad cf the family as a publie persen."

A debt may ho forgiven by a creditor without, payniont, or another may
psy it for us. To acquit the debtor in the firat case wotild ho an act of inercy,
in the second an act cf justice. It is not a favour te, remnit a debt ivhen it is paid,
justice thon roquiros that it should be cancelled. On the other liaud a crime ean-
not bo condoned witiaout invading law and justice ; ner in the ordiiiary exorcise
of lais office, can a niagistrate, suifer a third poumon te, stand in the place cf the
Offender. lit extraordinary cases a satisfaction anay ho made te law and justice,
as to the spirit cf thent, whule the letter is dispensed with. Sucli wa% the atone-
mrent miade te, God for sin. It was net thon the case cf a debtor whien, satisfaction
being once acccpted, justice roquired lais comiplote diseharge, but it was that cf a
criminal, where satisfaction is miade te, the wounded honour cf the law snd the
authoritv cf the Lawgivcr. Justice though it admits cf lais discliarge, yet ne other-
Wise rejquîes it, than as it mnay have been matter cf promise to thie substitute."
It niay ho promised undor stipulated conditions; but it la still an set cf grace
aaad morcy ou the part cf the Lawgiver. Representations have been made by
porsons who run off on one ides, sud do net clearly discriminate whist is taught in
the word, fromn the conceptions they get from their own one-sided aspect, that by
the atenoenont, a debt is psid, and ail sin is forgivon, pardoned in fact before it is
comniitted ; that uow thougli it xnay ho becoming in a sinner te confess lbis sin, yet
ho ueed net ask forgivenoas. Sorte evon refuse te employ the petidion iu the
IlLord's prayer, " Forgive iis our trespasses" &c. This mistake arises froin a
want of discrimination, bringing our dogmas te the bible te, prove them, iastead
of formlng our principlos front whist God lias taugh.Teuuaiedsteot
iu seme cf our poetry load mon astray such as; "lJesus paid àt ail, all the dobt 1
owe," &c. If the debt is paid ln this unqualifiod sense, which God's word docs
net doclare, thon the aluner is put into a position iii which ho has net only notlaing
remaining for him te do, but lie has uothing more te ssk cf grace. Bis acquittai
ms.y ho demanded as an set of ju1stice. Man is pardoned, and the work cf the
Gospel la to persuade hum te bcliove it ; on this prixaciple hoe la condemned net for


