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position n ni an's affairs ; but sinipiy invol'es the conviction tlîat, because God ie
Wise, Eo wilI ho sure to adapt theforrn of His Self -Manifestations to the know-
lcdge, the moral perceptions, the prior modes of tiaoughit and the inîniediato
necessities of tie per8on who) is to bc favoured with them. Consiolering the inlevi-
table differences that niust arise in tlîQ nicaltal and moral statu of nian during the
course of ages, and giving lieed to what hlis just been said about -the certaiîity of
man, even in the beginning, receiving somne definite revehition frein God, beyond
tliat arising out of the quiet communion of spirit witli spirit-it follows thiat we
nay expeot, iii tie early accouiits of Divine interposition, peculiarities of form
suited to the comparative infancy of the world'a life.

WhVlat -were the elenients that mnade up the sui of mnan's primiitive mnental and
moral condition, %v'e know net absolutely ; but ve kiîow î»uch of hinm as hoe thien
ivas relatively aîîd negatively. Adain ind no books to rend, no hiereditary
systemes in proof of tdie existence of an unsoon spirit, ne oracle that spoke te car
and charnied the eye. Me kincw of spirit existence iii the bodily forni of Eve.
Hie knew of a presence by sighit and sound. Clearly thon a bodily niainifestation
of the Iiivisible One would be in sanie accord with his nature and neede. Nor
would the faaniiliarity of converse be altogether unnatural. The saine line cf
reasening applies to thie case cf Noahi, Abrahamn and Jacob. Tiiere muet liave bc
an adaptatiti te their circunistances.

1l think, thon, that we hiave'în the foregoing coinsidlerations thie dlue te the
rational exposition of the marvels cf Genesis. Liniited space comipels me te
refrain fri the details cf thls exposition. The only moral question on wlîiclî a
word niay be uttered now ie thiat of the Divine Difgnity. Tliere ie a feeling that
the Divine Dignity le scarcely te o miaintained if we take literai views cf, say,
the " Wrestling" Ilvith Jacob. But wvhat ile "Dignity VP' Often it lies iii the
greateet condescension. The moral IIDigniity " cf God is net comipromised in is
becoming "flesh, in net hiaving IIwhiere te lay Ris hiead"I and ii "touching"
vile leopere. The Incarnation cf Diviniity tlhat appcared te Jaeob wvae as noble as
that wich discussed with the Syro-Phoenician womian ; and the long physical
struggle that took place with Min for hie .good wvas as natural te Jacob'e character
and mental condition and inîmiiediate training as was the triple testing cf Peter's
love te hie then etate cf niind and future usefulues.

CHARLES CHAPMAN.
MONTREAL.

AN ACT TO INCOR1PORATE "THE CANADA CONGREG.ATIONAL MIS-
S1ONARY SOCIETY."

Vie following le the text cf the Act obtained frein the Legisiature cf
Ontario at its hast session. Clause: i4 in the forin adopted by Parlianient
in ail sucli cases. The Society 'will new be able te acquire cliurch sites in
advance i» likely places. It would be a good tliing next. session, to, procure a
special Act authorizinig trustees cf certain specified dieueed properties te transfer
thein to the Society.

Whlereas by the petition of the Reverend F. H. Marling on belhaif cf the Can-
ada Congregational Mîesionary Society it is amnonget othier thinge set forth that
that society lias bec» for niany years la existence, having for its object te aid fee-
bIe Congregationai churches in sustaining their nîinisters ; te spread the Gospel
by mens of înissionariles, and te promote other general missienary objecte of the
Congregational body ; that the mieinbers cf the socioty are tlie persous sub.gcrib-
ing te its funde ; tlîat the ternis cf niembershiip amîd the operatiens and nianage-
ment cf thie eociety are regulated by a constitution adopted by the ieinhere as


